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Snow Days Sit Well With Students 
Weather 
 Every high school student loves a 
snow day, even the big, bad seniors. But what 
do students do when they are not in school? 
More certainly occurs on these days than just 
sleeping, eating, and shoveling. 
 Ryan Cortazzo and Zachary Noll like 
to spend their snow days sledding and chilling. 
 For others, sitting around reading a 
good book is just the right choice; Josias Piri 
enjoys this just as much as the next person. 
However, reading would not really qualify for 
the top ten favorite activities because most are 
not as studious as Josias. 
 Relatively few people said that they 

would sleep on their snow day; Cory Unger, 
Ethan Martinez, and Robert Perrin were 
among them. Colin Underwood, on the other 
hand, says that he could be found “napping.” 
 Patrick Tobias and Zachary Hess 
make it a point to do absolutely nothing, but 
Chris Lawrence claims that, on his snow day, 
he likes to “respect women and collect cur-
rency.” 
 Mrs. Wilkinson likes to get work 
done around the house; even though she still 
sleeps late, she finds time to clean her house 
and then unwinds by watching TV. 
 Instead of using her own house on 

her day off, Daisy Oroco likes to go to her 
sister’s house to read and play Wii all day long. 
 Although many students are busy-
bodies, there are many others who enjoy stay-
ing at home; for instance, Nick Braswell stays 
at home and does nothing. Heather Wanner, 
the always faithful student, stays home and 
finishes up homework and school projects 
from the day before. 
 Reading is always a good idea when 
it’s cold outside, and Liz Geisinger never 
wants to go outside to play in the snow. But if 
there is one person who likes to go outside in 
the bitter cold weather, it’s Kyle Gheret, who 

rolls around in the snow with his friends. 
 Liz Jones enjoys going ice skating on 
a dangerous lake somewhere. 
 Ethan Martinez enjoys making bone-
less buffalo wings on his snow days—and, of 
course, dipping them in ranch! 
 All this goes to show that everyone 
has his or her own way to spend the day that’s 
dressed in white. Have fun and stay safe in the 
snow because there is going to be a lot of it 
this year! 

 
By Erica Ebner 

  

 As the NCAA Basketball season winds 
down, the predictions, hopes, and dreams all 
begin to heat up. People everywhere will be par-
ticipating in bracket pools, competing against 
their friends as they try to predict the outcome of 
the annual NCAA Tournament known as March 
Madness. The tournament begins on March 15th 
and lasts until the cham-
pionship game on April 
4th. 
 Every year, 
there is uncertainty in 
the tournament. Under-
dogs arise and beat 
teams that the statisti-
cians could not have 
predicted. Overall, the 
tournament captivates 
and puzzles many. Sta-
tistics have shown that 
the first two days of 
games are the most 
unproductive workdays 
of the year, as many 
Americans are huddled 
around their televisions 
checking their brackets. Let’s shed a little light on 
this year’s tourney. 
 The Perennial Favorites: It seems as if 
teams such as Duke, Kansas, and UConn are 
always lingering at the top of the bracket. This 
year is no different, as Kansas is led by the Morris 
brothers, Duke is coming off winning the NCAA 
Championship last season, and UConn is led by 
player of the year candidate Kemba Walker. Each 
of these teams has a great and experienced head 
coach who is able to lead them deep into the 
tournament. 
 The Nobodies: A variety of teams have 
risen to prominence this season with little or no 
recognition. San Diego State, led by former 
Michigan coach Steve Fisher, has five senior start-
ers and has only lost twice all year. Wisconsin is a 
school that is more known for its football pro-
gram; however, the basketball team is sitting in 
the top half of the bracket and has shown its 
ability to win tough games. Finally, St. Johns has 
surprised many, and have rebounded to the level 
of their program from the early ‘00s; they are now 
battling for a top spot in the Big East, which is 
the toughest conference in all of college basket-
ball. 
 The Letdowns: With every tournament, 
there are teams that are ranked highly in the 
brackets and fail to perform. Villanova has been 
one of those teams for the past five years and 

looks poised to collapse again. It also appears that 
a young Kentucky team will not be able to live up 
to its ranking, as well as Purdue, which has been 
decimated by the pre-season injury of forward 
Robbie Hummel. 
 The Underdogs: Last year, Butler came 
out of nowhere to make it to the championship 

game, and they could 
be ready to make an-
other run. Projections 
place them at the bot-
tom of the brackets, 
where no one is ex-
pected to win. How-
ever, underachieving 
teams such as Michigan 
State and Syracuse may 
be able to make a run 
come tournament time. 
Also, a surprising BYU 
team has many doubt-
ers, even though they 
may be a one seed. 
Being an underdog for 
a top seed can be a 
dangerous thing; they 

will look to show the world that they are deserv-
ing of recognition and their high ranking. 
 Stars of the Tournament: Star players arise 
during tournament time. It is how everyone be-
came familiar with former Davidson guard 
Stephen Curry as he lit up the scoreboard three 
years ago. Other players, such as Duke guard 
Nolan Smith, former Butler forward Gordon 
Hayward, and former UNC forward Tyler Hans-
brough, have followed in the same footsteps. 
This season, the names will surprise you. BYU 
guard Jimmer Fredette has led the nation in scor-
ing with 27.4 points per game. He has carried the 
team all season and will look to make a deep run 
into April. Little known guard Norris Cole of 
Cleveland State is averaging 21.6 points per game 
and may be able to surprise a higher ranked team 
and steal a few games. Finally, Ohio State’s fresh-
men All-American candidate, Jared Sullinger has 
been a dominant force all season and will really 
be in the spotlight during the tournament. 
 This year’s tournament is shaping up to 
be the best in many years. There is a lot of diver-
sity amongst the teams, and talent is spread out all 
over the country. This will make for quite a few 
entertaining games with storylines that will capti-
vate audiences. Not to mention, this tournament 
will show why it is truly called March Madness. 
 

By Cale Ahearn    

March Madness To 
Feature Old Favorites 
and New Surprises 
Sports 

 Most people who attend Fleetwood 
Area High school are fully aware of the Frank 
Grunwald documentary the Media Arts de-
partment is producing. The Art, Music, and 
Yearbook departments are also helping out 
with the production. Misa’s Fugue is the story 
of 78-year-old 
Frank Grunwald, 
who survived the 
Holocaust when he 
was only nine-
years-old. 
 The pro-
duction date of 
Misa’s Fugue is 
being pushed back 
for a fall release 
date. The primary 
cause for the delay 
is the tardiness of 
incoming funds. 
 “This 
isn’t necessarily a 
bad thing,” Direc-
tor Sean Gaston 
assures The Tiger 
Times. 
 Especially 
since one of the 
soldiers who actu-
ally liberated Frank 
from Gunskirchen 
was recently in touch with Gaston. The soldier 
won’t be available for an interview until the 
beginning of the summer. His story is integral 
enough to be worth the postponement. 
 “This is something we shouldn’t 
pass up on just to make deadline,” says Gas-
ton. 
 Misa’s Fugue is also getting recogni-
tion from the press, which will undoubtedly 
benefit the project now that the release has 
been pushed back. The media arts department 
is currently talking to a reporter from the Chi-
cago-Tribune who is very interested in doing a 
story on the documentary. 

 The mood in the media arts depart-
ment remains optimistic, particularly because 
the delay gives the filmmakers three more 
months to work on the documentary. 
 Gaston states, “I’m happy about the 
delay in production because it will give me 

more time to work with 
Justin Reinhart on the 
music, Zach and Alex 
Strine on editing, and 
Andrew Valentino on the 
visual effects. All these 
guys will be home from 
college for the summer.” 
 The delay in 
production also gives 
more time for fundrais-
ers. Even FAHS seniors 
involved in the making 
of the documentary 
agree. 
 “I think the 
documentary is very 
powerful, and it deserves 
as much times as it 
needs,” comments senior 
art student Krismarie 
Ortiz. 
 “I think it’s a 
good thing because we 
need more time to make 
a quality film,” assures 

TV Media III student Jessica Moore. 
 “I hope this documentary will open 
the eyes of students in this school and other 
schools, and, if the documentary needs more 
time, I don’t see a problem with it,” says Sum-
mer Lileck, who is involved in the film’s 
soundtrack. 
 Ultimately, the prolonged produc-
tion time should make the documentary sig-
nificantly better. Gaston also informs The 
Tiger Times that these delays are completely 
normal for documentary projects. 
 

By Maria Johnson 

Miša’s Fugue 
Documentary   
Postponed 

Entertainment/Arts 
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Texting and Walking is More  
Embarrassing than Dangerous 
Opinion/Editorial 

 Ever since Cathy Cruz Marrero’s now 
infamous fall into the Berkshire Mall fountain, 
many have wondered just how detrimental tex-
ting and walking can be to one's health. They are 
two simple chores that the average citizen with a 
cell phone probably undertakes daily without 
really thinking seriously 
about his or her actions. 
While we have all learned 
about the dangers of texting 
and driving from numerous 
videos and pamphlets that 
the school provides, what 
about texting and walking? 
 According to 
some physicians, texting 
and walking has been a 
danger long before Ms. 
Marrero brought the issue 
to the forefront of the pub-
lic eye. 
 "Almost every 
emergency room physician 
in an urban area or busy 
community hospitals have 
seen [sic] somebody who was walking, riding, 
skateboarding or trying to drive, and has been 
distracted by texting," said Dr. Mark Melrose, 
director of emergency medicine at Mountainside 
Hospital in Montclair, New Jersey, in a 2008 
interview with ABC News. Most of these injuries, 
however, appear to be minor. 

 Students and staff at The Fleetwood 
Area High School offered some choice retorts 
about the problem of texting and walking.  
 Respected English teacher Zachary 
Steven Houp said, “If some people are capable of 
texting and driving at the same time, you’d think 

a person could successfully 
text and walk at the same 
time. However, both are 
extremely dangerous and 
should be avoided at all 
costs.” 
 Student Madison 
Rice was very frank with 
her answer: “It wouldn’t be 
a problem if people paid 
attention.” 
 Student Derek 
Evanosky said, “It’s a me-
nial task that anyone 
should be able to do well.” 
 So is texting and 
walking a real danger? The 
overall consensus seems to 
be that it is not. As an 

admitted repeat offender of texting and walking, I 
find it hard to believe that it is a danger to anyone 
who is at least mildly aware of his or her sur-
roundings. But, in the end, it is really up to the 
individual to decide for himself or herself if it is a 
threat to one’s own health. 

By Derek Petersen 

New Faces at  
American Idol 
Judges' Table 
Arts/Entertainment 
 American Idol is back once again for 
season ten, but it is returning as a far different 
show than in previous years. Joining the panel of 
judges beside well-known Randy Jackson is leg-
endary Stephen Tyler and Jennifer Lopez. 
 J-Lo has already proven herself as an 
actress, singer, dancer, producer, and fashion 
designer, and she has won awards for her roles in 
movies and her number one hits, such as “If You 
Had My Love.” In mid-2010, reports surfaced 
that Lopez would be joining American Idol, and 
in September, the program’s producers officially 
confirmed it. 
 Stephen Tyler, lead singer and rock 
icon from the band Aerosmith, was a fantastic 
choice for the show. Along with being the vocal 
front man of his band, he also plays harmonica, 
piano, and percussion, and he was welcomed to 
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame alongside Aeros-
mith in 2001. Even with his new role as judge, 
Tyler still continues to record and perform with 
Aerosmith after more than forty years with the 
band. 
 The hopefuls on Idol seem to be ec-
static about Tyler and J-Lo becoming part of the 
show, and even though the Season 9 judges will 
be missed, these famous artists definitely bring 
an upbeat energy to the table. 

By Kaitlynn Stott 

Remembering "The 
Day the Music Died" 
Obituary 

 February 3rd will long be remembered 
as “The Day the Music Died.” 
 In 1959, a private plane took off from 
Clear Lake, Iowa, transporting Buddy Holly, 
Ritchie Valens, J.P. Richardson (known as “The 
Big Bopper”), and the pilot to Moorhead, Minne-
sota. These artists were made 
famous by some of the most 
well-known songs of that time. 
Buddy Holly had “That’ll be 
the day,” Ritchie Valens had 
“La Bamba,” and J.P Richard-
son had “Chantilly Lace.” 
 The plane crashed 
near Clear Lake in a winter 
snowstorm around 1:00 a.m. 
At the time, these artists were 
the deemed most promising rock and roll stars of 
the era. 
 Becca Weida, a sophomore at Fleet-
wood Area High School, said, “I am very sad that 
Buddy Holly and Ritchie Valens could never 
produce more music. I really liked what they 

created before the crash.” 
 Buddy Holly convinced the others to 
take a plane to their next destination because the 
tour bus was having heating problems. He also 
wanted to finish some laundry before the next 
show. Holly decided to find a plane for him and 

his band members. Because 
Richardson was starting to 
develop the flu, he asked Way-
lon Jennings for his seat on the 
plane. Ritchie had never been 
on an airplane before, so he 
simply wanted a chance to have 
the experience. He asked 
Holly’s other band member for 
his seat on the plane. 
 Even though many 

people these days do not listen to music as old as 
Valens and Holly, a lot of students and teachers 
know the song “American Pie.” This song is a 
tribute to the three rock stars who died in that 
terrible plane crash. 

By Desirae Lesher 

MTV’s “Skins” 
Considered 
By Many to 
Be a Big Flop 
Arts/Entertainment 

 The release of a new MTV series often 
means just one more addition to the ridiculously 
long list of popular shows by which the more 
mature viewer would be repulsed. In each in-
stance, MTV seems to immerse its viewers into 
an hour of mind numbing teenage partying and 
predictable consequence. 
 But, hey, maybe Skins is different. 
 For instance, Skins isn’t a reality series; 
it’s an actual scripted program. But what is not 
different about Skins is that it is a poorly written, 
strangely-acted bore that has left me with one 
burning question: Whose parents are this negli-
gent?  
 The only way one can describe this 
show is by comparing it to a more mature, more 
profane, more vulgar version of Charlie Brown. 
The kids in this show get away with just about 
anything they want—from drugs to house par-
ties, and so on and so on. 
 The main character Tony is basically 
the ringleader of the group, organizing parties 
and other alleged forms of teenage entertain-
ment. Obviously, a character has to force some 
sort of plot  
 forward, but I just don’t see the show 
existing without him. While Tony’s character 
isn’t anything spectacular and his acting is de-
cent, Tony is the plot. And without a plot, a 
show can’t exist. 
 The worst part about this show is its 
sheer idiocy. The kids are exceedingly irresponsi-
ble, and they are frequently placed in outlandish 
scenarios. In one episode, Chris, a troubled teen-
ager (as are all of the characters in this show), 
finds himself in a difficult situation after inappro-
priately ingesting another person’s prescription 
medication. 
 What I find most troubling about the 
plots in this hour-long show is that someone at 
MTV wrote the script and thought, “Yeah, this is 
acceptable.” The fact that people are watching 
and enjoying programming such as this makes 
me seriously consider the morality of the net-
work and the viewers to whom it caters. 
 Overall, Skins is another show that can 
be added to MTV’s weak line-up of terrible 
shows. The program has nothing to offer its 
viewers other than a self-evaluation of morals. 
 

By Derek Evanosky 

Is Christina Aguilera Deserving of  a  
Second Chance at the National Anthem? 
Arts/Entertainment 

 From a very young age, Christina 
Aguilera was well-known for her singing capabili-
ties after she first appeared on Star Search at just 
ten years of age. She was also no stranger to tele-
vision, making her appearance on The Disney 
Channel’s “The Mickey Mouse Club” from 1993 
to 1994. Aguilera has been in the spotlight of the 
music industry for quite some time now, begin-
ning with her hit recording of “Reflection” back 
in 1998, but now the spotlight seems to be on her 
not for her capabilities but for her inabilities. Not 
many of the Super Bowl’s one hundred million 
viewers could have missed Christina’s flub of the 
National Anthem. 
 On January 24th, Aguilera accepted the 
offer to sing the Star-Spangled Banner at the 
Super Bowl. 
 “I have been performing the anthem 
since I was seven years old and I must say the 
Super Bowl is a dream come true,” said Aguilera. 

 Unfortunately, her performance of the 
anthem was not as appealing as her prior sensa-
tions, “Genie in a Bottle” and “What a Girl 
Wants.” Now, Aguilera is paying the price for it. 
 Christina belted the words “What so 
proudly we watched at the twilights last reaming” 
instead of the actual lyrics, “O’er the ramparts we 
watched, were so gallantly streaming.” Since then, 
she has been the subject of harsh criticism on 
television, Facebook, Twitter, and Wikipedia. 
 One twitter user commented, “Egypt 
thanks Christina Aguilera for botching the na-
tional Anthem and knocking them off the Twitter 
trend list.”  
 Meanwhile, Sports Illustrated’s Joe 
Posnanski wrote, “Blowing the words of the 
anthem at the Super Bowl. Wow. Do they take 
away one of her five Grammy’s for that? Two?” 
 Although her performance was far 
from perfect, Aguilera finished strongly, and the 

crowd recognized her for her efforts. 
 “I can only hope that everyone could 
feel my love for this country and that the true 
spirit of its anthem still came through,” said 
Aguilera of her performance. 
 Few people have been so forgiving for 
her mistake, but one man felt Aguilera should be 
offered another chance. Steve Cohen, general 
manager of the Mets minor league affiliate the 
Brooklyn Cyclones, has extended an invitation to 
the Staten Island native to give the Star Spangled 
Banner another go. Christina has not yet re-
sponded to the offer. 
 “When a player makes a mistake, they 
usually don’t get a shot at redemption, but with a 
singer, that’s a different story,” said Cohen. 
 After the harsh criticisms Aguilera has 
endured, accepting the offer of Cohen might not 
be a bad idea. 

By Elizabeth Bergman 

 As the season for music festivals con-
tinues, Region V Band is next in the lineup. Stu-
dents are selected to Regional band based on an 
audition at their respective district festival. Fleet-
wood is proud to announce that four band mem-
bers have moved on to participate in the Regional 
festival after ranking high enough at the District 
10 Band Festival. 
 Mary Fullington on oboe, Isaac Moore 
on trombone, and both Summer Lileck and Laura 
Schwartz on clarinet have all advanced to Re-
gional Band. Moore and Fullington each added 
the extra honor of ranking number one on their 
respective instruments. 
 There were 55 member of the PMEA 
District 10 Band chosen for Regional Band, in-
cluding 19 students from Berks County. The 
festival will be held March 23-26 at North Schuyl-
kill High School and will be under the direction 
of guest conductor Dr. Andrew Yosviak. 
 Yosviak is the director of bands at 
West Chester University, where he conducts the 
wind ensemble, chamber winds, and Golden 
Rams Marching Band. In addition to this, Yos-
viak teaches both graduate and undergraduate 
conducting classes. He received a Bachelor of 
Science degree from West Chester University, a 
Master of Music Degree from Indiana University, 
and his Doctorate of Musical Arts Degree from 
Rutgers University. Dr. Yosviak now serves as a 
guest conductor, adjudicator, and clinician while 
also composing and arranging music for winds, 
chorus, jazz ensembles, and chamber ensembles. 
He has also made approximately 150 marching 
band shows for about 40 high school bands, 8 
universities, and 5 drum and bugle corps. 
 The next step after Region V Band is 
PMEA All-State Band, and these auditions will be 
held at the regional festival. State band is set to 
take place April 13-16 in Hershey. 

 
By Elizabeth Bergman 

Fleetwood  
Represented  
at Regional 
Band 
Arts/Entertainment 
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 On 
March 18th, Fleet-
wood Area High 
School will be 
hosting its quad-
rennial Health 
Fair. Students and 
staffs will have an 
early dismissal that 
day, before which 
they will not at-
tend regular 
classes. 
 High 
School Nurse and 
Fair Organizer 
Bonnie Fansler 
said, “It is impor-
tant for each stu-
dent to experience 
the health fair 
once while attend-
ing school here at 
Fleetwood High.” 
 There 
will be two main 
presentations for 
students; they are 
“Distracted Driv-
ing” and “Healthy 
Dating Relation-
ships.” The driv-
ing presentation 
will deal with what 
you should and 
should not do 
while driving. The relationships presentation will 
deal with how you should treat others and should 
be treated in a dating circumstance. This latter 
presentation will also deal with the warning signs 
of abuse. 
 There will also be various other organi-
zations with kiosks set up in the gymnasium. As 

of right now, 
there are at least 
13 organizations 
planning on at-
tending the health 
fair, one of which 
is the “Make a 
Wish Founda-
tion.” Fansler 
stated that there 
may yet be more 
organizations 
attending. 
 “I think 
the fair helps 
students be able 
to explore health-
related areas that 
they have not in 
the past," said 
Fansler. 
 More-
over, students 
seem to be very 
receptive to the 
health fair idea. 
 “I think 
the issues they are 
discussing at the 
health fair are 
relevant to every-
day teenage lives,” 
commented Jess 
Hill. 
 “I think 
it will be very 

informational—and a lot better than having 
class,” noted Acacia Gerhard. 
 Overall, the health fair has taken a lot 
of hard work and preparation from Mrs. Fansler, 
but the end result should be more than worth it. 
 

By Maria Johnson 

Health Fair Stresses 
Dating, Driving to 
Fleetwood Students 

Health/Medicine 

 One of the most useful and important 
devices in the lives of American teens has been 
revealed to have a significant effect on one’s over-
all health. Recent studies on the effects of cell 
phones have provided some interesting results. 
The electromagnetic field emitted by cell phones 
causes a notable increase in brain activity. 
 Dr. Nora D. Volkow, the director of 
the National Institute on Drug Abuse, conducted 
this study along with her colleagues. The study 
documented that the human brain is sensitive to 
the electromagnetic radiation that is emitted by 
cell phones. Dr. Volkow also cautions that there 
may be long-lasting consequences of repeated 
stimulation over 5, 10, or 15 years. The stimula-
tion that a cell phone’s radiation causes on the 
human brain is considered artificial and may cause 
damage over time. This issue is creating quite a 
debate regarding the safety of cellular devices. 
 The risks could be greater for older of 
cell phone users because they are more likely to 
talk on the phone than text, whereas teenagers 
text more often than they talk. This means that 
younger people may be at a lower risk for excess 
brain stimulation. Studies showed that the in-
crease in brain activity was mainly concentrated 
near the portion of the head where the cell 
phone’s antenna is placed. Using cell phones 
primarily for texting would reduce the amount of 
radiation a person receives. 
 However, some researchers believe this 
artificial stimulation of the brain could be consid-
ered a beneficial form of exercise. Many scientists, 
such as Dr. Ronald B. Herberman, chief medical 
officer for the Intrexon Corporation biotechnol-
ogy company, are skeptical about the correlation 
of cell phone use and brain damage. Dr. Herber-
man suggested that the type of radiation cell 
phones emit is too weak to break chemical bonds 

and cause cancer. 
 In one of Dr. Volkow’s experiments, 
she and her researchers used brain scans to meas-
ure the exact amount of electromagnetic radiation 
affecting the brain. The 2009 study asked 47 ran-
dom participants to undergo a positron emission 
tomography, or PET scan, to measure the brain’s 
glucose metabolism, which marks brain activity. 
Each participant was set up with a cell phone on 
each ear and then was scanned in two 50-minute 
sessions. During one of the scans, the cell phones 
were turned off, and, during the other scan, the 
phone on the participant’s right ear was turned on 
and able to receive a call from a recorded mes-
sage. The sound on the phones was turned off to 
avoid brain stimulation from the audio of the call. 
 The results of the experiment showed a 
7% increase in brain activity in the section of the 
brain closest to the antenna when the phone on 
the right ear was operative. The activity occurred 
inside the brain near the antenna. The researcher 
considered these findings to be highly significant. 
 The results of these tests do not seem 
to bother many students in Fleetwood. 
 “Jersey Shore messes up your brain! 
Cell phones cannot do anything worse than that,” 
says FAHS student Ryan Schlegel. 
 “I would freak out without my cell 
phone. I’m all right with losing a couple of brain 
cells,” jokes FAHS student Mari Comacho. 
 Researchers do not recommend elimi-
nating daily usage of cell phones, so there is noth-
ing at the moment to cause panic. Nevertheless, 
someday in the near future, further effects of 
using cell phones could be revealed, causing peo-
ple to be scared of simply holding a cellular de-
vice. 

By Justin Bruno 

Medical Study Links 
Cell Phone Usage 
to Brain Activity 

Health/Medicine 

 In January, students from Berks, 
Lehigh, Northampton, and Carbon Counties 
gathered together at the Allentown Art Mu-
seum to show off what they could do with 
their artistic minds . Fleetwood students 
Charlotte Hirneisen and Jess Higo repre-
sented Fleetwood at this Regional Scholastic 
Art Competition. This Annual contest pro-
vides students the opportunity to enter their 
works of art with the hope of winning in 
different artistic genres. 
 Hirneisen, who entered a dress 
made from coffee filters, said, “I got the idea 
from my grandmother.  The rest of the pro-
ject was my own ideas.” 
 Hirneisen entered her project in the 
category of fashion and won the Gold Key 
in the category. A Gold Key means the dress 

was rated at the top of the fashion category. 
 “I was really excited,” Hirneisen 
confessed. 
 Jess Higo participated in the art 
competition. She won the Silver Key for a 
painting she had made entitled “Kids at 
Play”. 
 “I feel great about winning the 
Silver Key. It really shows me that my effort 
paid off,” Higo said. 
 This was Higo’s first time painting 
and her first time attempting to represent 
people. She was inspired by some of the 
senior boys who played football and basket-
ball at the mall. She took pictures of them 
playing and decided to make that her subject. 

By Brittney Stufflet 

Hirneisen, Higo Win 
Medals at Regional 
Art Competition 
Arts/Entertainment 

Talent Show Cancelled 
due to Insufficient 
Quantity of  Talent 

Arts/Entertainment 

 To the misfortune of the Fleet-
wood community, the talent show scheduled 
for Saturday, February 19th, was cancelled. 
Fashion Show Co-Coordinator and Spanish 
teacher Anita Lewis was very upset that 
Fleetwood students were not able to see the 
performers, and her heart goes out to the 
participants of the show who were hoping 
to show their skills onstage. 
 According to Lewis, the show was 
canceled because to too many people 
dropped out during the week leading up to 
the performance, and she was afraid that 
there would not be enough talent left to fill 
out the show. 
 FAHS Principal Michael DeAnto-
nio was equally discouraged: “I feel bad for 
the students that participated and looked 
forward to it, but I understand her reasoning 
for canceling it.” 

 There is a possibility that the talent 
show will be rescheduled to a later date, but 
both DeAntonio and Lewis worry that his-
tory will repeat itself and they will once 
again have to cancel the event. 
 “I won’t put anyone through that 
again”, said Lewis. 
 Fleetwood student and talent show 
participant Freddy “ BeEezy” Evans did a 
lot of work to prepare for his performance. 
 “I had to make sure the lyrics were 
clean for the show, and that takes time. I 
think a lot of people worked hard as well on 
this, and it sucks it got cancelled,” said 
BeEezy. 
 Hopefully, the performers and all 
other students at FAHS will get a second 
chance to demonstrate—and witness—what 
would have been some impressive talent. 

By Kaitlynn Stott 
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Khalifa Seizes Opportunity 
in Wayne's Absence 
Arts/Entertainment 
 While Lil Wayne was in jail from 
March to early November, rap didn’t exactly have 
a direction or a leader. Wayne had once led the 
pack by releasing his album “Rebirth,” which 
topped the charts for weeks. 
 However, Wayne 
would not be releasing any 
more songs until his No-
vember 4th discharge from 
prison, which was simulta-
neous with release date of 
his album, “I Am Not A 
Human Being.” The interim 
period gave new artists a 
chance to step up and grab 
the spotlight. Wiz Khalifa 
did just that. 
 Based in Pitts-
burgh, Khalifa’s rap career 
began in 2006, when he 
released his first album 
“Show and Prove.” The 
album sold only a little over 
10,000 copies, but Wiz was 
still named Rolling Stone’s 
Artist to Watch. 
 Khalifa then 
signed a deal with Rostrum 
and Warner Bro. Records in 
2007, when he began releas-
ing various mix tapes. Two 
years and three mix tapes later, Khalifa released 
his next album, “Deal or no Deal”, in November 
of 2009. The album flew to the top of the iTunes 
Store Hip Hop chart and sold 55,000 copies to 
date. This led to Wiz starting a tour during the 

summer of 2010. 
 Shortly after the beginning of the 2010 
NFL season, Khalifa released his most famous 
song, “Black and Yellow,” which topped the 
Billboard Top 100 charts and was used as an 

anthem for the Pittsburgh 
Steelers’ playoff run. Cur-
rently, Khalifa plans to re-
lease his next album on 
March 29th; he has already 
released a single from the 
album, which currently sits 
at #14 on the iTunes Top 
200. 
 What separates 
Khalifa from the pack are 
his unique and catchy beats 
as well as his “Young Gun” 
personality and new voice. 
His best music so far has 
come from the period when 
he was a fairly unknown 
artist because it truly encom-
passed everything that 
Khalifa wanted to express. 
 Now that he is 
becoming more mainstream, 
it will be interesting to see 
whether Khalifa’s creative 
spark in his music will be-
come restricted to fit the 

pop-media culture that floods the radios today. 
 One thing is for sure: Wiz Khalifa is on 
the rise and is bumpin’ through the headphones 
of people everywhere. 

By Cale Ahearn 

Mr. John Heck:  
Whistler  
Extraordinaire 
Profile 

 “I have been a whistler ever since I 
was able to!” says Fleetwood Area High School 
Technology Education teacher John Heck.  
 But he does not realize when he starts 
or stops—he simply whistles unconsciously. 
Heck is unable to pick a favorite song. 
 Everyone has heard Heck whistle, but 
what does the school think about his serenading? 
Mr. Heck, many people love your class, but are 
you ready to find out what they think of your 
whistling? 
 Liz Jones stated, “He is very good at 
whistling.” 
 Computer room monitor Matt Kellet, 
one of Mr. Heck’s good friends and co-workers, 
said, “He is very accurate and in tune, and I think 
Taj Mahal would be proud.” 
 Brandon Noll just enjoys hearing Mr. 
Heck whistling. 
 Paige Gergely said, “I think he’s a good 
whistler. He can whistle to any song, and you can 
understand it—you can dig it.” 
 “Pretty good, pretty good,” said Brian 
Keeney. 
 Mr. Heck’s whistling brightens Nate 
Reinert’s day. 
 “I think that it is just wonderful,” 
stated another student boldly. 
 Everyone loves to hear Heck’s whis-
tling in class, and we all hope he keeps it up. 
Never stop being you, Mr. Heck. 

By Erica Ebner 

 The best time of the year—baseball 
season—officially begins on March 31st. The off-
season leading up to the 2011 regular season was 
full of excitement and surprise. Two teams, the 
Boston Red Sox and Philadelphia Phillies, are 
believed to have had promising starts. 
 The Red Sox bolstered their line-up 
and bullpen, while the Phillies acquired the most 
sought after free agent: Cliff Lee. The front-
runners campaigning for Cliff Lee during the 
whole off-season were the New York Yankees 
and the Texas Rangers (Lee’s former team). 
 Then, out of nowhere, the Phillies 
signed Lee to a 5-year, $120 million contract. The 
Red Sox traded for Adrian Gonzalez, a position 
player they have been trying to acquire for over a 
year. Also, the Sox signed Carl Crawford, a player 
who has always been a thorn in the team’s heel. 
 It is safe to say that Boston and Phila-
delphia are the favorites to win their respective 
leagues. Teams that might surprise these favorites 
are the defending World Series champion San 
Francisco Giants and the Chicago White Sox. 
 According to Tiger Times resident 
statistician Cale Ahearn, “The White Sox have a 
chance if Jake Peavy is healthy and if he pitches 
like he is capable of doing. If that all plays out, 
then they will have the pitching to compete with 
the Red Sox.” 
 Also, if Andy Pettitte returns from 
retirement, the New York Yankees have a chance 
to make it into the playoffs. As of now, the Yan-
kees’ starting bullpen is not what it has been in 
previous seasons. Unless they trigger a mid-
season trade, they are a definite underdog. 
 

By Curtis Ryan 

Phillies, Red Sox 
Frontrunners for 
2011 MLB 
Sports 

 Hello, fellow Pennsylvanians. First off, 
I would like to apologize. Not for anything I did 
but rather for a series of events that have robbed 
you. You all have been deprived of a certain joy 
that can only be experienced through the success 
of an NBA team. 
 You may think, “Why should I care?! 
NBA stinks. They don’t try, and there’s no de-
fense. All pro players are egotistical and only care 
about money!”  
 If that’s true, then what I have to say 
just might blow your mind. 
 Admittedly, the NBA has flaws. A 
certain NBA Commissioner by the name of 
David Stern feels the need to have 30 teams, half 
of which are successful franchises, the other half 
of which can hardly fill a stadium. Your 76ers are 
part of the latter and have a storied history that 
has fallen through the cracks because of Stern’s 
questionable business practices. Philadelphia 
basketball has been left in ruins while a ruthless 
band of Hawks, Owls, and Wildcats feast on the 
rotting legacies of Dr. J, Wilt Chamberlain, and 
Charles Barkley. I, as a passionate New Eng-
lander, am a Boston Celtics fan, and I’m willing 
to help restore your faith. 
 This isn’t to offer any condemnation of 
collegiate basketball. I recognize that its system-

atic approach to the game brings it much closer 
to the sport’s roots than the NBA. But what 
college basketball is lacking, understandably so, is 
a truly massive fan base. A professional team can 
carry an entire city on its back through a massive 
regular season and lengthy and exciting playoffs. 
A college has only local fans and alumni--with 
maybe some bandwagoners scattered throughout 
the nation. The NBA incites a passion that is 
unlike anything else. The talent, desire, and gen-
eral maturity of NBA athletes, regardless of 
stereotypes, is greater than any arrogant, “up-and-
coming” college star who feels entitled by his as-
yet-undeveloped skills. 
 The NBA is filled with athletes who 
grow and mature as well as franchises that per-
form tremendously at their peaks before drop-
ping to the bottom of the conference. The Phila-
delphia 76ers are at that low point, but with your 
viewership, your true fanaticism, and a pride for 
your team and city, they may just make up all of 
that lost ground. 
 And I promise you, during those key 
playoff moments, when your team is finally at the 
top, nothing is sweeter than watching the amaz-
ing happen. 
 

By Matt Voyer 

NBA Is Just As Worthy  
As Collegiate Basketball 
Sports 

Vs. 

Toyota Recalls 
Continue To 
Plague Drivers 
Transportation 

 Toyota, the most popular brand of 
Japanese car, recently recalled many of their 
vehicles. It is estimated that Toyota will be 
recalling 1.7 million vehicles with many more 
expected in the near future.  
 Fans of the automobile manufac-
turer express their love for Toyota by brag-
ging about the reliability and reputation this 
brand has acquired. Between 2000 and 2008, 
approximately 140,000 of the Avensis model 
and 1.2 million RAV4, Noah, and Voxy mod-
els were recalled. There was also a second 
recall including 280,000 Lexus and 75,000 
Mark X and Crown vehicles. 
 The main problem with the vehicles 
was that sometimes gas would leak out of the 
car. Another problem was that the gas pedal 
would stick in place, causing the car to accel-
erate uncontrollably. There wasn’t anything 
that the driver could do except run into an 
object bigger than the car. 
 In 2010 alone, Toyota made 18 
different recalls. However, the president of 
the company, Akio Toyota, has pledged to be 
more responsive and more willing to listen to 
his customers. Although all of the recalls 
have hurt their reputation as an automaker, 
Toyota is still one of the leading car manufac-
tures in the world. 

By Chad Dymeck 

Snooki's Book 
Isn't Even a 
Beach Read 
Review 

 Only one word can describe A Shore 
Thing by Snooki—Grenade! As in, a bomb.  
 It is all about the ups and downs of 
the Jersey Shore, and everything about it is pre-
dictable. Everyone has heard this typical “fall in 
love at the shore” story before Snooki had the 
urge to turn novelist. 
 Giovanna “Gia” Spumanti is a spunky, 
short party girl who goes down to the Jersey 
Shore with her cousin Bella Rizzoli in search of a 
break from her boring life. Gia’s character is 
evidently based on Snooki, and Bella has some of 
the characteristics of Jenni—both cast members 
of The Jersey Shore. Gia and Bella go through 
the daily grinds of the Jersey Shore. They both 
find jobs and enough free time from those jobs 
to make questionable choices. 
 
Gia is the most beautiful person in all Seaside, 
and the local boys take notice. She eventually 
coaxes an attractive firefighter into falling in love 
with her, and he whisks her away from the dan-
gers that seem to follow her all around Seaside. 
 This book is all about what Snooki 
really wants her life to be, and that gives the 
novel a certain desperate quality. She writes 
about how fantastic she is and how every guy 
thinks she is the most attractive girl in the world. 
 Bella and Gia go through the stereo-
typical plot twists. Gia and Bella search through-
out Seaside for guys, and they both find some, 
though they have to leave several heartbroken 
before they find the men for whom they have 
always been searching. Then Gia and Bella get in 
a fight with each other over their boys. They 
both, of course, get in fights with their boy-
friends, and, of course, forgive them just in time 
for the fairytale ending. Gia and Bella, of course, 
fix their friendship and enjoy their time with the 
boys. But, in the end, the girls decide that it is 
better to postpone marriage, leaving the men in 
Seaside with the hope that the girls will come 
back someday when they are more mature. To all 
of you fans of the television show: Does this 
sound familiar? 
 This book was painful to read. Snooki, 
darling, I would stick with Jersey Shore and stop 
publishing your fantasies. 

By Emily Delong 
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“Car Surfing” Causes Deadly 
Wipeouts for Teenagers 
Health/Medicine 

 Have you ever wanted to go to a theme 
park but didn't have enough money? If you’re 
smart, your solution won't be to go car surfing. 
 The 
definition of 
“car surfing” is 
when someone 
stands or lies 
on the exterior 
of a vehicle 
while saomeone 
else is driving. 
The objective is 
to balance on 
the vehicle and 
act as though 
you are surfing. 
Most of you 
probably think 
that this is a 
horrible idea, 
and you would 
be correct. 
 How-
ever, car surfing 
has become 
quite popular 
among teenag-
ers and young 
adults looking 
for a thrill. 
Between 1990 and 2008, there were 58 deaths 
involving car surfing. Forty-one more were in-
jured, a majority of whom were teens. Chances 
are that there were also many more of these acci-
dents, but the kids who took part in them were 
too embarrassed to report the situation. They 
may also have wanted to avoid getting the law 

and their parents involved in their own stupidity. 
 Another form of car surfing is known 
as “skitching.” Skitching is the act of hanging 

onto the back of 
a moving vehi-
cle on either 
roller blades, a 
bicycle, or a 
skateboard. 
Skitching is 
equally deadly. 
 The 
third and final 
type of car surf-
ing is known as 
“ghost riding.” 
This is when the 
person driving 
the car gets out 
of his own vehi-
cle and imitates 
car surfing. As 
risky as the 
other two meth-
ods are, this is 
by far the most 
dangerous of 
the three. 
 The 
reason we stu-
dents come to 

Fleetwood Area High School is to further our 
education, so the next time you get bored and 
can’t think of something to do, instead of car 
surfing, why not bone up on some homework 
and save yourself from danger? 
 

By Chad Dymeck 

Recent Lock-Down Drill  
a Modest Success 
School 
 On Friday, February 4th, Fleetwood 
Area High School had a lock-down drill during 
second period. The purpose of lock-down drills 
is to practice what to do if there were ever a dan-
gerous intruder in the building. 
 Every student already knows what to 
do during this drill: be quiet, and hide out of sight 
of the doors leading into the hallway. If a student 
is not in a classroom, he or she is expected to 
quickly walk into the nearest available classroom. 
Teachers are also to follow this rule, as well as 
maintenance staff and lunch ladies. Even visitors 
are supposed to follow these rules and quickly go 
into the closest room. 
 FAHS Principal Michael DeAntonio 
commented on the success of the recent lock-
down drill. 
 “The drill was pretty average compared 
to how it usually is, but it was faster—meaning 
everyone got to where they were supposed to be 
quicker.” 

 Continued DeAntonio, “On the main 
floor, I check the doors and try to look into the 
classrooms, and I couldn’t see any teachers or 
students through the windows. It was quiet eve-
rywhere you went.” 
 Elizabeth Jones, a sophomore at Fleet-
wood Area High School, said, “People were quiet 
in my second period class because there are only 
five people in it. I think people are overall quieter 
during the drills. There might be whispering, but 
it’s not ‘cafeteria-loud.’” 
 According to Sarah Kilgore, another 
sophomore at FAHS, lock-down drills are pretty 
quiet, and, if an intruder really came into the 
building, students would be even quieter without 
any awkward noises. 
 Unfortunately, however, some students 
have more difficulty than others being quiet dur-
ing the lock-downs. 

By Desirae Lesher 
 

Three FAHS Athletes  
Sign Letters of  Intent 
Sports 

 On February 3rd, three Fleetwood 
Tigers signed National Letters of Intent for their 
future colleges. Liz Bergman, Sarah Bergman, and 
Jeff Mikitka all committed to playing sports at the 
collegiate level next year. 
 Liz Bergman will be attending Lehigh 
University, which is located in Bethlehem, Penn-
sylvania, to play women’s soccer. Lehigh Univer-
sity is a small, four-year, private university that is 
most known for its Engineering program. Liz will 
be majoring in Political Science so that one day 
she may become a lawyer. 
 “I chose Lehigh because of their great 
academic program, and also so that I could play 
the sport that I love,” said Liz. 
 Lehigh’s women’s soccer team won the 
Patriot League’s Championship last year but was 
unfortunately knocked out by the University of 
Virginia in the first round of NCAA playoffs. 
 Sarah Bergman will be attending Sa-
cred Heart University located in Fairfield, Con-
necticut, to play field hockey. Sacred Heart Uni-
versity is a large, suburban, four-year, private 

university and is the second largest Catholic uni-
versity in New England. 
 “I really like the atmosphere of the 
campus and the location,” said Sarah. 
 Sarah will be majoring in Exercise 
Science. Sacred Heart is a member of the North-
east Conference and competes against schools 
such as Siena College and Robert Morris. 
 Jeff Mikitka will be attending Shippens-
burg University located in Shippensburg, Penn-
sylvania, to be a part of the swimming team. He 
signed his National Letter of Intent on the early 
signing date in November. 
 Shippensburg University is a Pennsyl-
vania state college that is located 40 miles south-
west of Harrisburg. The university is specifically 
known for its College of Business. Their swim 
team competes at the D2 level and had a 5th 
place finish at their last invitational meet. Jeff is 
interested in majoring in Business at Shippens-
burg. 

By Alyssa Delp 

 The Latin Club consists of students in 
FAHS Latin classes. Madeline Pearson, the Latin 
teacher here at Fleetwood, is the advisor for the 
club. 
 There are approximately 20 members 
in the club at present. Due to the district’s dimin-
ishing budget, the club must fundraise for an 
event called “Convention.” "Convention" is held 
annually at Penn State in State College, PA, and 
the Latin Club (or classes) attends the event to 
have fun and learn about the Roman culture. 
 On Friday, March 25th, the Latin club 
is holding a dance in celebration of The Ides of 
March. The Ides of March is the day that Julius 
Caesar was murdered by the Roman senators. 
The club will be celebrating the death of Julius 
Caesar by presenting a dance in honor of Caesar’s 
death to the school. Refreshments are provided. 
 Attendees must dress school appropri-
ately at this dance. If you dress up as a Roman, 

you will still need to dress school-appropriately. 
The cost is $7 if you are not in a toga when you 
show up. For students in a toga, the cost is $5. All 
participants will automatically be entered into a 
contest to win a prize. This prize is a car. 
 Austin Plucker said, “That would be 
pretty cool to win.” 
 “It would cool as long it is not a 
Matchbox car,” commented Zachary Mourar. 
 “It sounds too good to be true,” re-
marked Julie Sipos. 
 The Ides of March Dance will start at 
7:00 p.m. and end at 10:00 p.m. Since the club 
does not know to which type of music people 
would like to dance, they would appreciate song 
suggestions given to Miss Pearson via her mail-
box. 
 Or, post your suggestions on TheTiger-
Times.com. 

By Carol Zheng 

Ides of  March Dance  
Promises to Knock 'em Dead 
School 

 Every-
one is buzzing 
over the iPod 
contest that re-
cently occurred in 
the high school. 
Although the prize 
was originally 
intended to be 
red, a pink iPod 
was awarded. 
Unfortunately, 
only one person 
had the chance of 
winning. 
 That 
lucky winner was 
none other than 
Heather Jameson! 
 Said 
Jameson, “I en-
tered the contest 
just because I felt 
like it.” 
 Jameson 
reported that fel-
low students were 
asking her for the 
iPod all week long. 
She claims that people were so jealous that they 
were trying to steal the iPod from her when she 
wasn’t looking. 
 Jameson wasn’t really trying to win; she 
said her mom told her to wear red, so she did. 
Jameson also said that, if it would have been red, 
it would have been cool, but pink is better. Every 

student who 
wore red on 
February 28th 
not only demon-
strated his or her 
support for a 
healthy heart but 
also was entered 
into the competi-
tion, which was 
personally spon-
sored by Princi-
pal Michael 
DeAntonio. 
 When 
asked if she liked 
the color of the 
iPod, Jameson 
replied without 
pause, “Duh! It’s 
pink!” 
 “It was 
awkward when 
the office an-
nounced my 
name,” said 
Jameson. 
 She 
reported that her 

whole class was staring at her, causing her face to 
blush as red as the shirt she was wearing. All in 
all, she was excited to win, and she may even give 
the iPod to her mother as a gift. 
 

By Erica Ebner 

Heart Health Contest 
Awards iPod to Jameson 
Health/Medicine 

This is a simulated image on an unmoving car.  Ac-
tual car surfing is illegal and should not be attempted. 
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Disney Channel 
Embraces Platypuses 
Humor 

 Platypuses are cute little mammals with 
beaks, beaver tails, and egg-laying skills. Of 
course, you can tell they are awesome just by 
looking at them. What most people don’t know is 
that platypuses actually have their own holiday. 
National Platypus Day happens every March 5th. 
 The most popular platypus of our day 
is Perry the platypus. Perry is the pet platypus on 
the Disney Channel show, "Phineas and Ferb", 
but he is also a secret agent. Perry leads a 
double life. Under close watch of Phi-
neas and Ferb, he is their loveable, tur-
quoise-blue platypus. But his day job is 
as a super secret agent fighting against 
the evil doctor Doofenshmirtz. 
Doofenshmirtz 
plans to take over 
the Tri-State Area 
almost every day. 
Most of his plans 
usually involve 

something crazy, such as stink cannons or de-
stroying all of the hot dog venders and replacing 
them with bratwurst venders. Perry defeats 
Doofenshmirtz every time, and this just proves 
that platypuses are deserving of a holiday. 
 The Disney Channel is promoting 
National Platypus day all over its website and 
channel. To celebrate this holiday, Perry’s boss is 
asking for people to look all over the website and 

try to find Perry. 
 This holiday is 
just a fun time to goof off 
and love platypuses. So 
wear an “I Love Perry” 
shirt, or buy a pet platy-

pus. Or, just enjoy 
the idea that we have 
a national holiday for 
a mammal that lays 
eggs. 

By Emily DeLong 

St. Patrick’s Day Revealed 
Religion 

 On March 17th, 
Irish people around the world 
celebrate the death of the 
patron saint of Ireland, Saint 
Patrick, by wearing the tradi-
tional color of green. The 
holiday originated in Ireland 
with a “feast day” commemo-
rating the anniversary of Saint 
Patrick. 
 Saint Patrick was 
born somewhere along the 
west coast of Britain in 385 
AD. Around the age of 16, he 
was captured and sold into 
slavery to a sheep farmer. 
Saint Patrick was able escape 
from the farm at age 22 and 
find sanctuary in a monastery, 
where he stayed for 12 years. 
In his thirties, he traveled as a 
Christian missionary to Ire-
land. He then died in 461 
AD. 
 Student interpreta-
tions of the holiday were 
somewhat varied.  
 “It’s for lepre-
chauns”, said Jasmine Ohlin-
ger. 
 “Basically, I don’t do think anything 
really happens on that day. We don’t get any-
thing out of it”, commented Sarah Kilgore. 
 English Teacher Zachary Steven 
Houp, B.A., M.Ed., said, “I don’t know a lot 
about the holiday, so it’s insignificant to me.” 
 Nevertheless, according to the 2003 
census, 34 million Americans have some Irish 
ancestry. 
 The Irish flag is green, white, and 
orange. The green represents the south, the 
orange represents the north, and the white 
stands for the peace that brings them to-
gether as a nation. 
 Another symbol that many people 
associate with Saint Patrick’s Day is clovers. 
According to the Guinness Book of World 
Records, the highest number of leaves found 
on a clover is 14! An estimate suggested that 
there are about 10,000 regular three-leaf clo-
vers for every four-leaf clover. 

 In legend, four-leaf clovers are con-
sidered to be very lucky. It is believed that 
each of the leaves of a four-leaf clover sym-
bolize something: the first is hope, the sec-
ond is faith, the third is love, and the fourth 
is luck. 
 Saint Patrick’s Day has little to no 
importance to some Americans, which is 
understandable considering it is actually a 
religious holiday. 
 “I might wear green just because I 
like special occasions to dress weird,” said 
English teacher Sarah Wilkinson. 
 A popular treat that many Ameri-
cans enjoy is the much-anticipated time of 
year when Shamrock Shakes are available at 
McDonald’s. The Shamrock Shake is a green, 
mint-flavored milkshake. 
 On Saint Patrick ’s Day, show your 
Irish pride, and follow Brittany Gantz by 
“breaking out the green.” 

 By Justin  Bruno 

 “I really don’t know anything about 
The Ides of March,” said Dan Hawkins. 
 This was a common response from 
Fleetwood Area High School Students. But 
here’s the lowdown: The Ides of March is the 
Roman New year and also the day on which 
Julius Caesar died. The term “Ides” signifies the 
end of the Roman month, and March 15th was 
the first day of spring in the Roman calendar. 
 On the Ides of March, Julius Caesar, 
the dictator of Rome, was murdered because his 
rule was lasting far longer than others, including 
his friend Brutus, believed was healthy for their 
nation. Caesar was originally placed in power to 
help the government find stability after a period 
of chaos. But Julius Caesar loved the power he 
had acquired, so he did everything he could to 
retain it instead of returning it back to the sena-
tors. 
 Some say that Brutus was Caesar’s son; 

others say he was merely a family member of 
some sort. What is known is that Brutus hated 
the dictator so much that, when Cassius Longi-
nus plotted the assassination, Brutus agreed to 
help almost immediately. 
 As Caesar entered the hall next to 
Pompey’s Theatre for a meeting, he was handed 
a note warning him about the threat to his life. 
But, rich with pride, he chose to ignore the note 
and walked right into the hall. The senators sur-
rounded him and started to stab Caesar. 
 But when Brutus stabbed him, Caesar 
supposedly asked in Greek, “You too, my child?” 
 Caesar’s murder was largely forgotten 
until William Shakespeare’s play Julius Caesar 
brought the topic back into the popular, cultural 
mythology. The Ides of March is still commonly 
referenced in today’s pop culture.  
 

By Carol Zheng 

Ides of  March Holiday Forgotten 
Amidst Caesarian Assassination 
Obituaries 

Everyone has a weird fear or phobia 
with which he or she deals every-

day.  Let’s see what other Fleetwood 
students and faculty fear!  

By Madison Rice 

Josias Piri ‘12 

Carly Hawkins &      
Bee Pruzinsky ‘13 

Zachary 
Houp ‘00 

Mallory        
Christman ‘12 

“Pools of saliva. Even 
if it’s my own, saliva is 
absolutely disgusting.” 

“Oh! Razors…the 
hair ones. One ripped 
my head open once.” 

“This might sound weird, but I 
hate when people touch my face.” 

 

“Fear of feet!” 

 

“I hate falling on ice. I hate 

ice, and I hate falling.” 
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Goss Becomes Holocaust   
Research Center Coordinator 
Profile 
 Jennifer 
Goss, a social studies 
teacher at the Fleet-
wood Area High 
School, has been 
hired as the new 
coordinator of the 
Holocaust Resource 
Center at Albright 
College. She began 
this part-time posi-
tion on January 3rd, 
2011, when the posi-
tion became avail-
able because of the 
death of the previous 
coordinator, Dan 
Tannenbaum. 
 “I first met 
the previous coordi-
nator, Dan Tan-
nenbaum, through a 
mutual friend in 
2005”, said Goss, 
who began leading 
teacher sessions for 
Tannenbaum in 2007. 
 Goss’s interest in Holocaust Studies 
started when she was in high school, but she 
says it really took off when she was a student at 
Kutztown University. She studied under Profes-
sor John Delaney of KU, with whom she be-
came further interested in the Holocaust. Since 
then, Goss obtained a Master’s degree in Holo-
caust and Genocide Studies from West Chester 
University. Dan Tannenbaum was able to help 
her in both her classroom and research needs 
while she was matriculated in the program. 
 In her new position at Albright, Goss 
hopes to continue many of the existing pro-
grams that are already available as well as further 
the program’s technological reach. She is plan-
ning to expand the program using Facebook and 
Twitter. In this way, Goss will possibly inspire 
teens to become more aware of the terrors of 
genocide. Mrs. Goss has become very involved 
in the genocide of Darfur. Last year, she enlisted 
Carl Wilkens to do a presentation about Darfur 

and his experiences 
while living there. 
 Said Goss, 
“This position at 
Albright is a great 
opportunity for me 
to help expand 
Holocaust and geno-
cide education in 
Berks County and 
beyond.” 
 In addi-
tion to being in-
volved in Holocaust 
research at Albright, 
Goss offers the 
Intro to the Holo-
caust and Holocaust 
in Film and Litera-
ture electives to 
students at Fleet-
wood. The classes 
are becoming very 
popular, and they 
give students a bet-
ter understanding of 

this type of destructive event. If you are inter-
ested in taking either elective, check with the 
guidance office to see if one of the classes could 
fit into your schedule. 
 The Albright University Holocaust 
Library and Resource Center provides a plethora 
of information on the Holocaust and genocide. 
The library has collected over 2,600 books and 
200 audio and computer files about World War 
II and the Holocaust. The center has also had 
over three dozen recorded interviews with 
Holocaust survivors. Goss serves on the Penn-
sylvania Holocaust Education Council and is 
also currently a United States Holocaust Memo-
rial Museum Teacher Fellow. 
 Goss is a firm believer in the concept 
that we must learn from our history or we are 
doomed to repeat it. She hopes that by teaching 
others about world genocides such as the Holo-
caust, one day the world will be perpetually free 
of such crimes. 

By Justin Bruno 

Ickes Honored As Science 
Student of  the Month 
Profile 
 For the month of January, FAHS sen-
ior Elizabeth Ickes was named the Carpenter 
Science Student of the Month. Liz was nomi-
nated by science teacher Matthew Biniek for her 
continual success in the science department, both 
in the classroom and during extracurricular activi-
ties. Here at Fleetwood, Ickes is a member of 
Science Olympiad team, Envirothon, National 
Honor Society, the cross-country team, and the 
student mentoring program. 
 Recently, Liz enjoyed great success at 
the Berks County Science Olympiad competition 
held at Kutztown University. She and her partner 
placed second in ornithology. Ickes also took 
third in the chemistry lab. 
 As a senior, Liz has made the most of 
her four years here at Fleetwood. She has taken 
part in all of the highest level science classes as 
well as other AP classes. Although she has not 
yet made her final college decision, she has nar-
rowed her choices down to three options: De-
Sales University, Lock Haven University, and 
Philadelphia University. 
 Upon graduation from Fleetwood, Liz 
will be entering a physician’s assistant program 
where she hopes to eventually work under an 
immunologist. Her brother Andrew, a 2008 
graduate of Fleetwood Area High School, is also 
in the science field. Andrew is a chemistry major 
at Juniata College, but he is currently studying at 
Leeds University in England. 

 Until college starts, Liz is enjoying the 
rest of her senior year by staying busy with all of 
her extracurricular activities. She is very much 
looking forward to her future college experiences 
and eventually obtaining a satisfying career. 

By Elizabeth Betgmanm 

FAHS Students To Attend 
FBLA State Competition 
School 
 Recently, 
the Future Business 
Leaders of America 
club participated in 
the annual local 
competition. Al-
though some did 
not make it to the 
state competition, 
many were recog-
nized, and all were 
winners at heart. 
Sophomore Steven 
Hilborn com-
mented on the 
competition. 
 “I com-
peted in the Sports 
Management event and placed second out of 
twenty,” said Hilborn. “It was my first year, and I 
had a great time at the mall and competing.” 
 Continued Hilborn, “If I qualify during 
states, I will go to nationals. If I make it that far, 
then I will have to study a little.” 
 Senior Dominick Scattamacchia com-
mented, “I competed in the Mr. Future Business 
Leader event. To prepare, you must send in a 
résumé, have an interview with judges, and take a 
big test that is about business qualities. I feel very 
excited because I am a true business leader. I’m 
going to states for Mr. FBL and for the Commu-
nity Service Project that I worked on with Beth 

Rothenberger. 
States is April 
3rd- 6th, and I 
hope I do well, 
but I will be one 
of 28 guys com-
peting.” 
 The 
community ser-
vice project that 
Scattamachia 
worked on 
helped Friend, 
Inc. The Fleet-
wood chapter of 
FBLA has under-
taken many pro-
jects throughout 

the 2010-2011 school year to raise money for this 
organization, such as holiday food boxes, penny 
wars, and a hat day. Scattamachia and Rothenber-
ger will have to memorize a seven-minute slide-
show outlining the community service project for 
FBLA judges. 
 Continued Scattamacchia, “This is my 
second year that I have competed, and it is also 
my last year. I recommend joining the club, but 
you have to love business and want to be a part 
of its world.” 
 The FAHS student body wishes the 
FBLA team the best of luck at States! 

By Melanie Lehman 

FAHS Holocaust Trip In April 
School 
 Each year, the social studies depart-
ment at Fleetwood Area High School takes the 
junior class and select sophomores to Washing-
ton D.C. This year, the field trip will be taking 
place on April 20th. This trip is very educational 
because the students go to the Holocaust Mu-
seum, which has many informational exhibits and 
gives a good representation of what happened 
during that horrific experience. 
 “Visiting the museum is a reminder of 
what happened in World War II, and it’s an ex-
ample of genocide, which we need to experience 
so that it will never happen again,” said history 
teacher Sherri Rankin. “We’re starting at Arling-
ton cemetery, then going to Washington to visit 
the museums. Students can also walk up and see 
the White House.” 
 Arlington cemetery is where American 
soldiers are buried, which makes it just as impor-
tant to see as the museums. 
 Student Molly Flannery said, “The box 

cars are the best part. It’s where the Jews would 
stand for hours waiting to go to camps. We got 
to see how cramped it really was.” 
 Another student, Andy Moran, said, “I 
don’t think I had a favorite part because it’s all 
really sad, but you realize how bad it really was 
when you get to be in that train car that Jews 
were transported in.” 
 “I’m looking forward to going back 
and seeing all the exhibits I didn’t get to see,” 
continued Flannery. 
 The holocaust trip is a very important 
experience in which to participate because it is a 
huge part of the global past and because this 
example of genocide helped to shape the world 
we live in today. 
 “People should definitely go on this 
trip,” said Moran. “On top of it being educa-
tional, the bus rides are fun.” 

By Madison Rice 

FAHS Weight 
Room        
Improvements 
Impending 
Sports 

 Do you have anything to do on March 
13th? Do you want to help Fleetwood’s girls 
softball team? Have you ever dreamed of having 
breakfast at Applebee’s?  
 Fleetwood’s very own girls softball 
team is sponsoring a pancake breakfast on Sun-
day, March 13th, at Applebee‘s on the 5th Street 
Highway. The time of this event is 8:00 a.m. to 
10:00 a.m. The price is only $5.00 for all-you-can-
eat pancakes. Sausage and a drink are also in-
cluded. The members and coaches of the softball 
team will be serving as well! Contact FCS teacher 
Gina London for tickets to attend this breakfast. 
 Says London, “I love waitressing, and I 
did it for many years.” 
 The proceeds from the fundraiser will 
help the softball team acquire newer, better 
equipment. The fundraiser will sponsor both the 
middle school and high school teams. 
 Tip jars will also be placed at the pan-
cake breakfast at Applebee’s for people to give 
tips to the waitresses and waiters who helped 
during the event. 
 Jordan Kost, a sophomore at FAHS, 
says, “I am very excited to help out with the 
breakfast—anything to help out my team!” 
 
London also commented, “I am sure the turnout 
at Applebee’s will be good. I mean, how cool 
would it be to eat pancakes at Applebee’s?!” 
\ Mark your calendars for this date, and 
don’t forget to come hungry! 

By Desirae Lesher 

Girls’ Softball 
Serves      
Pancakes At 
Applebee’s 
Sports 

 Many long-awaited updates will be 
coming to the Fleetwood Area High School 
weight room. As many know, the weight room is 
not currently classified as “modern.” However, 
due to the hard work of the school’s Olympian 
Club, there will soon be new additions and revi-
sions to the available equipment. 
 “Because of our Olympian tourna-
ments, we were able to raise a good amount of 
the funds needed for these updates,” said Physi-
cal Education teacher Susan Cammauf. 
 Cammauf and fellow teacher Amy 
Barnett have planned to purchase several new 
items, including two sets of dumbbell weights, 
new bench presses, a new elliptical, and an addi-
tional treadmill. To fund the remaining items, 
the duo plans on applying for grants to supple-
ment continued budget cuts. 
 Along with the additions, they will 
also be eliminating some machines, such as the 
absurd neck exercise device, the broken leg 
press, the nonsensical abductor and adductor, 
and duplicate equipment. 
 “We’re color-coding the dumbbells so 
that students will have to learn how to organize 
the weights instead of just placing them any-
where on the racks,” commented Cammauf. 
 The price of these renovations and 
additions is still unknown. Cammauf and Bar-
nett plan on buying as much as they can with the 
money they have already accumulated as well as 
any pending grants. 

By Alyssa Delp 
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     Tragedy Occurs In 
Tucson Shooting 
Cops & Courts 

 On January 8th, 2011, just after 10:00 
a.m., a belligerent Jared Lee Loughner aimed for 
U.S. Representative Gabrielle Giffords. He killed 
six and injured fourteen. 
 Giffords was holding a meeting with 
members of her constituency in a Safeway super-
market parking lot in Casas Adobes, Arizona, 
part of the Tucson 
metro area. She had 
set up a table outside 
the store, and twenty 
to thirty people were 
gathered around her 
when Jared Lee 
Loughner removed a 
legally-concealed 
pistol from his 
clothing. He pro-
ceeded to fire ran-
domly at other 
members of the 
crowd. The weapon 
used was 9mm 
Glock Model #19 
semi-automatic pis-
tol with a 30-round 
magazine. The gun-
man stopped to 
reload and dropped 
a loaded magazine 
from his pocket 
onto the sidewalk. 
Patricia Maisch, an 
unwounded by-
stander, snatched 
the loaded magazine 
away. Loughner was 
tackled by 74-year old retired colonel Bill Badger, 
who himself had been shot. 
 Twenty-two-year-old Loughner was 
arrested at the scene. Prosecutors filed five 
charges against him, some of which carry the 
possibility of the death penalty. Court filings 
include notes allegedly handwritten by Loughner 
implying his intentions to assassinate Giffords, 

but his motive remains unclear. The suspect is 
not currently cooperating with authorities and 
has invoked his right to remain silent. 
 The first 911 call was received at 10:12 
a.m. Daniel Hernandez, Jr., applied pressure to 
Giffords’ gunshot wound and has been credited 
with saving her life. Police arrived at 10:15 and 

paramedics at 10:16. 
 Loughner’s 
online presence was 
soon discovered via 
accounts on both 
MySpace and You-
Tube. He said goodbye 
to his friends and asked 
them not to be mad at 
him. His profile picture 
showed a gun on a 
history textbook. 
 Five people 
died at the scene, in-
cluding John Roll, U.S. 
District Court Chief 
Judge for Arizona, and 
Giffords’ community 
outreach director Gabe 
Zimmerman. A sixth 
person, Christina-
Taylor Green, was later 
pronounced dead at the 
University Medical 
Center in Tucson. 
Giffords, a Democrat 
representing Arizona’s 
8th congressional dis-
trict, was believed to be 
the primary target of 

the shooting. She was shot through the head at 
point-blank range, rendering her condition 
“critical.” 
 As of January 13, 2011, Loughner was 
being held in the Federal Correctional Institution 
at Phoenix without bail.  
 

By Morgan Adams 

Brett Favre’s Family   
Legacy Tarnished 

Cops & Courts 

 Thursday, 
January 13th—this was 
a day when the students 
of Fleetwood were in 
school bettering them-
selves as human beings. 
Meanwhile, Brandi 
Favre, younger sister of 
superstar quarterback 
Brett Favre, was ar-
rested in Diamondhead, 
Mississippi. 
 Brandi was 
among five criminals 
arrested on the 13th, 
but none of the others 
have the celebrity status 
of her family. The 
group was caught with 
nine grams of metham-
phetamines, which has 
a street value of about 
$1,000.00. 
 This is not 
the first time Brandi 
has been involved in 
criminal activities. In 
1996, she was allegedly 
involved in a drive-by 
shooting; however, she was never proven guilty. 
She was also caught shoplifting clothing and 
boxes of chocolate from a department store. 

 Moreover, 
Brandi is not the first 
Favre to be involved 
with illegal activities 
such as drug manufac-
turing. Older brother 
Brett was also involved 
with substance abuse in 
1996. On May 14th of 
that year, he admitted to 
having a substance 
problem with painkill-
ers. He voluntarily en-
tered a treatment pro-
gram. He was also 
treated for alcoholism 
because his family and 
friends were concerned 
about how often and 
how much he would 
drink. 
 Although the 
Favre legacy will live on 
for many years after 
Brett’s retirement from 
football (if that ever 
happens), another side 
of the Favre legacy will 
forever be filled with 

harassment scandals, drug abuse, and the produc-
tion of illegal substances. 

By Chad Dymeck 

Fleetwood Begins 
First Glee Club 

Entertainment/Arts 

 Almost everyone has heard of the 
new television phenomenon Glee! It tells the 
story of a high school Glee Club and the adven-
tures that ensue. Now Glee! has swept through 
the nation all the way to the doors of the Fleet-
wood Area High School. 
 A Glee Club is a club in which people 
can sing and dance together, using songs from 
any genre, era, or artist. Years ago, a Glee Club 
was actually a group of boys singing “gleeful” 
types of songs. These days, Glee Club is avail-
able to anyone, and the song choices are a bit 
more eclectic. Each performer's personality and 
flair can be shown through the songs that the 
club sings. Spanish teacher Anita Lewis is the 
advisor of the new FAHS Glee Club. 
 “I love to perform, and I’m a big fan 
of the television show. This is a great opportu-
nity because I get to combine my love for thea-
ter with my love for teaching,” said Lewis. 

 The first Glee Club meeting was con-
sidered a fantastic success. Many students audi-
tioned, and they all showed true talent. 
 “I was so excited. There were way 
more people than I expected!” exclaimed Lewis. 
 The Glee Club currently rehearses 
dancing one week and singing the next. Even 
though there is a limited amount of time for 
practice, the club still breaks down the rehearsal 
schedule evenly. 
 And their first gig is already booked 
as well. In the next Pep Rally, the Glee Club is 
going to perform its first number for the public. 
Lewis hopes that, sooner or later, the club will 
find more and more opportunities to demon-
strate their talents to the community. 
 “I’m excited for what is going to 
happen next. I hope that we can put together 
more songs and perform often,” said Lewis. 

By Emily DeLonh 

Autism Affects Many 
Health/Medicine 

 Autism—when defined, it’s a disorder 
of neural development portrayed by faulty social 
interaction and communication. Restricted and 
repetitive behavior follows. Signs 
typically begin before the child 
reaches three years of age. 
 Autism spectrum 
disorders (ASD) is a spectrum of 
psychological conditions 
grouped by common abnormali-
ties. The five forms are classical 
autism, Asperger syndrome, 
Persuasive Developmental Dis-
order Not Otherwise Specified 
(PDD-NOS), A.K.A. atypical 
autism, Rett syndrome, and 
Childhood Disintegrative Disor-
der. 
 The disorder has a 
strong genetic base; however, it 
is unclear whether ASD can be 
best explained by rare mutations. 
In rare occurrences, autism is 
associated with agent-caused 
birth defects. Males are consid-
ered more likely to inherit the gene, though it is 
still unclear why. 
 Autism appears to result from devel-

opmental factors that affect many or all brain 
system functions. Just after birth, the brains of 
children with autism may grow more quickly 

than the average child, followed by 
normal growth later on in child-
hood. Whether this happens with 
all autistic children is still un-
known. 
 Symptoms can easily be 
recognized early in life; they in-
clude a lack of social development, 
babbling communication skills, 
and/or unusual gestures. Autistic 
children are less likely to make 
requests and share experiences. 
Another symptom would be 
stereotypy, or repetitive actions 
such as hand flapping, noise mak-
ing, head rolling, or body rocking. 
Compulsive behavior associated 
with the disorder would include a 
strict adherence to rules, such as 
arranging objects in stacks or lines. 
 April is National Autism 
Awareness Month, and it’s been 

celebrated since the 1970s. It is an opportunity 
for everyone to educate the public about autism. 

By Morgan Adams 

Snow, Snow Go Away 
Weather 
 When the topic of spring comes up, 
the first thing students think about is the warm 
weather and the end to snow. Many students 
have posted on their Facebook pages that they 
enjoy the snow days, but having snow a lot more 
than usual can get really annoying after a while. 
 FAHS student Melinda Gotzy said, 
“I’m excited for spring. I hate the cold, and the 
snow is ridiculous.” 
 Students even talk about the weather a 
lot in school. Some students are ready for the 
sports that are coming up in the spring. 
 So, what kind of weather can we ex-
pect when this spring finally arrives? One reliable 
prediction speculates that, even though flowers 
and trees leaves may be blooming, a possibility 
of snow and winter storms could still be around 
the corner. With cold temperatures, early spring 
will still feel like the winter months. 

 This year, professional groundhog 
Punxsutawney Phil did not see his shadow, 
thereby predicting an early spring. 
 “Obsessing over the accuracy of Phil's 
predictions is to miss the point,” said Tom Cha-
pin, editor of the Punxsutawney Spirit newspa-
per. "It's more about having fun." 
 Studies say that Punxsutawney Phil’s 
predictions are only 40% accurate. Punxsutaw-
ney Phil was originally created so that kids could 
be encouraged to have fun with changing sea-
sons. 
 Many students are artistically inspired 
by the changing weather. Whether drawing or 
taking photos, spring is always a great season for 
creativity. With an explosion of colors and 
shapes, many students find this season to be the 
best muse for stretching their imaginations. 

By Brittney Stufflet 


