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 The class of 2015 would not know it, 
but Fleetwood Area High School lost an irre-
placeable member of its teaching staff last year. 
 Amy Barnett, who taught both drivers' 
education and girls’ physical education, was trans-
ferred to Willow Creek Elementary School at the 
end of the 2010-2011 school year. 
 Governor Corbett's budget cuts got 
the best of Fleetwood Area School District. Bar-
nett replaced a predecessor at the elementary 
school who retired at the end of last year. Be-
cause of a pay freeze stipulation with the teach-
ers' union, employees would not be furloughed 
for the 2011-2012 school year. Barnett, therefore, 
was moved to the elementary school. 

 Now Barnett can be found teaching 
physical education to all 540 students at Willow 
Creek Elementary. She also teaches one health 
lesson every six days to each grade level as well as 
adapted physical education, Study Island, and 
Kid writing. 
 The kids she teaches are very energetic 
and easy to please. Nevertheless, there are obsta-
cles Barnett never faced in the high school. 
 “There are a lot of potty breaks and 
shoe tying,” Barnett said. 
 In addition, Barnett has encountered 
other unexpected challenges. 
 “I catch myself using bigger words that 
they have no idea what it means, so I have to 

rephrase my words so they understand what I am 
saying." 
 Controlling elementary school behav-
ior is very different from keeping high schoolers 
in check because younger students do not yet 
know what is appropriate and what is not. 
 “Elementary students are very open 
people. You learn a lot about their families very 
quickly, [probably] more than what their families 
want you to know, but they always have a smile 
on their faces and love going to PE class.” 
 Although she loves her new elemen-
tary position, Ms. Barnett does miss some things 
about teaching at the high school level. 
 “With high school students, you can be 

sarcastic and funny with them, and for the most 
part they pick up on it very easily. Not so much 
with elementary.” 
 On the other hand, Barnett does not 
miss the making out in the halls and students 
who question her authority. 
 Barnett’s tenure at the high school 
ended rather abruptly. She felt she still had some-
thing to accomplish at the secondary level, and 
she shed many tears over leaving her beloved 
coworkers. For now, she plans on staying at 
Willow Creek Elementary and molding the young 
minds of the future. 
 

By Devin Wenzel 

Ms Barnett Comments on Changes in 
Education During Willow Creek Transfer 
Profile 

Foursquare Provides Lunchtime 
Enjoyment For FAHS Seniors 
Recreation 

 A lot of the seniors at Fleetwood 
are interested and involved in many different 
activities, but, if there is one activity that has 
taken precedence over the rest this year, it is 
the seniors’ love for four square. The game 
wasn’t big with last year’s senior class, but 
now almost all of the seniors are playing it at 
lunch or study hall. 
 Four square is a ball game played 
among four individuals on a square divided 
into four quadrants. Because basically no 
equipment is required, no setup, and rounds 
of play are short, this game is perfect for 
seniors to play at lunch or study hall. 
 Four square is generally played with 
a rubber ball--for students here, a tennis ball-
-that you hit from quadrant to quadrant. The 
object of four square is to eliminate one of 
the four players in order to advance to the 
highest position on the court, which is 

known as the number one spot. 
 In order for a player to be eliminat-
ed, one of a few things must happen. Some-
one can be eliminated by hitting the ball and 
failing to hit it into another square, hitting the 
ball out of turn, hitting the ball out-of-
bounds, holding or catching the ball, or vio-
lating any rules that players make up them-
selves during the game. 
 Not much is known about the 
origin of four square. The game is thought to 
be nearly a hundred years old. There are 
mentions of four square in children’s books 
in the early 20th century. 
 Although the weather is getting 
colder and seniors will be retreating inside for 
the winter, there is no doubt the seniors will 
play it again once the warm weather is back.                                      

 
By Madison Rice 

Vera Bradley Bingo  
Quickly Becoming 
an Annual Tradition 
at Fleetwood  
Fashion 

 The class of 2012 hosted their 
annual Vera Bradley Bingo on Sunday, 23 
October, from 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
The bingo began at 1:00 p.m., and cost 
was $20 for 22 games. Proceeds benefited 
the class of 2012. The event was held at 
the Maidencreek Banquet Hall in Blandon, 
PA. 
 Vera Bradley is a very popular 
brand of accessories for women. Their 
arsenal of accessories includes everything 
from handbags to tech cases. The paisley 
patterns on most of their items have been 
a hit in mainstream America. 
 “I personally have a tech case 
from Vera Bradley. It is a perfect fit for 
my iPhone, and it looks great as well!” 
secretary of the board for Safe Graduation 
Maureen Cortazzo said. 
 The class of 2012 started their 
fundraising with an Applebee’s pancake 
breakfast, but the report came back that 
the breakfast did not have the desired out-
come the board was seeking. 
 With the bingo here and gone, 

the class has been hoping more people will 
turn up to participate in this enjoyable, fun 
way to play a profitable game. Participants 
helped out the class of 2012, many of 
whom walked out with highly touted Vera 
Bradley bags. 
 Safe Graduation is something 
parents and class advisers have been un-
dertaking for multiple years at Fleetwood 
Area High School. The seniors graduate 
and then, instead of going to a dangerous 
party or getting into trouble, the Safe 
Graduation board hosts an all-night event 
directly after the ceremony at Ozzy’s Fun 
Center 
 “The bingo game should bring 
out more people due to the interest among 
women for these great bags! This is not 
only for the females of Fleetwood; Men 
should come out, show support, and bring 
back their ladies a nice gift. For only $20 
this is a fun fundraiser to support a good 
cause,” Cortazzo said. 

 
By Ryan Cortazzo 
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Tough Decision Awaits 
Female Athletes In Spring 

Sports  
 For a long time now, rumors have 
been circulating that the high school girls’ soccer 
season, which takes place every spring, will be 
moved to the fall because of an alleged lacrosse 
season taking place in the spring. 
 According to Matt Diehl, athletic direc-
tor for Fleetwood Area School District, the 
change is taking place, but for a different reason. 
Because only three districts in Pennsylvania have 
girls’ soccer seasons in the spring, the majority of 
the teams in the state play in the fall. By making 
the change, the state championships will include 
all districts, and the champion will truly be the 
best in the state. 
 Because of this change, many players 
are going to have a tough choice ahead of them.  
 “I am going to have to choose between 
soccer and tennis, and I really love both sports,” 
Stephanie Favata, an FAHS sophomore said. 
 Likewise, FAHS sophomore Elaina 
Hawkins said she is going to have to choose 
between cross country and soccer. 
 This unavoidable change is going to 
affect Fleetwood's field hockey team, cross coun-
try team, girls’ tennis team, girls’ volleyball team, 
and girls’ soccer team next year. In last year’s 
girls’ soccer roster, eleven girls played field hock-
ey, three girls ran cross country, and three girls 
played tennis. That is more than half of last year’s 

team. 
 “That is definitely going to dilute the 
talent among the teams,” varsity soccer coach 
Mike Boyer said. 
 Players have split opinions about the 
change. Some players feel it might be good be-
cause the weather will be better; after all, spring 
tends to have more rain and colder temperatures, 
which causes cancellations and other interfer-
ences with practice time and game schedules. 
Other players think it will make scheduling hor-
rendous for the turf field. 
 “The weather will be much nicer, and 
we will not have the distractions of the end of the 
school year activities," Boyer said. 
 District facilities must juggle field 
hockey, boys' and girls' soccer, and football on 
the turf field, and that includes both practices and 
games. 
 “It’s important that they take the time 
to think about how it affects the kids who play 
the sports," FAHS spectator Sarah Ahearn said. 
 Soccer being moved to fall next year 
will significantly affect fall sports. Scheduling will 
be challenging, decisions will have to be made by 
the players, and teams are going to suffer. 

 
By Holly Wagner 

 Fleetwood’s Ice Hockey team is 
swiftly advancing towards the end of the 2011 
- 2012 season, and the student body is proud!  
 What? You weren’t aware of the 
Fleetwood Area Hockey team? That’s probably 
because it never officially existed until this 
year.  
 With two seniors from Fleetwood 
Area High School--Brad Wanner and Joey 
Matteo--on the varsity team along with five 
other students from the high school--Brandon 
Readinger, Corey James, Logan Silvius, Rocco 
Russo and Matthew Wanner--on the Junior 
Varsity team, FAHS hockey began practicing 
for its season in early September and started 
the regular season on 21 October with a 7 – 2 
win against Mifflin. 
 The games, which are held at either 
Body Zone in Wyomissing or the Lancaster 
Ice Rink, are often action-packed, and tickets 
are only $1.00 for students. The team also has 
a vocal cheering section across from the play-

ers’ bench. 
 Aside from the high school's two 
divisions (varsity and junior varsity), kids can 
begin playing at a very young age, some as 
young as six years old. The levels consist of a 
pre-K to second grade division, an Elementary 
division, as well as the middle school division. 
Each division contains multiple people who 
attend Fleetwood Area School District. As of 
this writing, twenty-two Fleetwood students 
from first grade through twelfth grade are in 
the Muhlenberg hockey program. 
 Some of the varsity team’s future 
games to watch out for include the 19 Novem-
ber match-up, in which the team will face off 
against Hamburg, and 30 November against 
Exeter. With both divisions, and games occur-
ring weekly, any hockey lover will stay busy 
with local student hockey. 

 
By Colin Underwood 

Fleetwood Students 
Break the Ice with 
Newest Hockey Team 
Sports 

 Within Berks County alone, note-
worthy local bands abound. The number of 
local cover bands and bands making their 
own material is mind-boggling. Each of the 
bands is unique in its stage presence, musical 
taste, and countless other things. 
 The band United We Fall of Blan-
don was created in the summer of 2010 with 
Brian Erb playing bass and vocals, Carter 
Weitzel on lead guitar, Richie Clemens on 
drums and vocals, and Colin Underwood on 
rhythm guitar and lead vocals. 
 The group formed within a few 
separate jam sessions, where it was quickly 
noticed how well they connected as a whole 
group. From the forming of the band until 
now, they have performed over forty shows 
in nearly a dozen venues, parties, and fund-
raisers. 
 Originating as a cover band, they 
progressed to writing original music and have 
written twelve original songs spanning many 
different genres of music. A few crowd fa-
vorites include "Cold Day," "Everything Will 
Go My Way," "Untitled," and "Overcast 

Sky." 
 “'Everything Will Go My Way' is by 
far my favorite song. The music is catchy, the 
lyrics are great, and, if you listen hard 
enough, the lyrics tell a true story,”unofficial 
roadie Colton Plucker said. 
 The band's stage presence is a show 
in itself. Whether antics ensue from purpose-
ful or accidental occurrences, they always 
make the show interesting. 
 “I love being on stage and perform-
ing. It’s an amazing feeling,” Erb said. 
 “I love the way they feed off of 
each other onstage. I also enjoy when they 
rant between songs,”longtime fan Mike Laity 
said. 
 United We Fall sells merchandise 
for fans varying from stickers to shirts. They 
are currently taking a break from performing 
to write and practice. They plan to return on 
9 December, where they’ll be headlining at 
the Silo with Chromatic Wakeup and Seventh 
Corvus. 
 

By Colin Underwood 

Local Band United We Fall on the Rise 
Art/Entertainment 
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Driving Laws Affecting 
Teens under Age 18 
Political News 

 On 28 September, a bill was passed 
creating tougher rules for junior drivers, and 
Governor Corbett has said he will eventually 
sign it into law. 
 The bill will limit the number of 
passengers allowed in a junior driver’s vehi-
cle to only one passenger for the first 6 
months the driver has his or her license. 
However, this limitation would not apply if 
the junior driver's parents were in the vehi-
cle. 
 After the driver performs his first 6 
months of driving, the junior driver may 
then have as many as three underage passen-
gers as long as they haven’t had any acci-
dents. 
 These measures, which are being 
put in place to cut down the number of road
-related teen deaths and accidents, are seen 
favorably in the eyes of many who have to 
deal with this concern on a regular basis, 
such as Berks County Coroner Dennis J. 
Hess. 
 “Is it going to stop kids from dying 
behind the wheel? No, but if this law saves 
one or two youths then it was well worth 
passing," Hess said in a Reading Eagle arti-
cle. 

 This law will not only affect minors 
who get their licenses after the law is passed; 
it will also affect those under 18 who cur-
rently have their learners permit or who are 
attempting to get their permits. 
 Once the law is put into place, in 
order for drivers with a permit to receive 
their licenses, they will have to have com-
pleted 65 hours of driving experience. The 
bill will also require them to have at least 
five hours driving experience in bad weather 
and ten hours driving experience at night. 
 This new law, however, is not go-
ing over well amongst teen drivers who cur-
rently have their permits or will be getting 
their permits soon. 
 “I don’t really understand why they 
are changing the driving requirements that 
you need to have to get your license. I just 
don’t think it’s fair that they’re adding all 
these hours that you need to have driv-
en,”Fleetwood Area High School sopho-
more Jake Lash said. 
 The law, once Governor Corbett 
signs it, will become active 28 November of 
this year. 

By Leif Greiss 

Applying for College Can 
Cause Unwanted Stress 
Feature News 

 For high school seniors, the pres-
sures of college can at times be overwhelm-
ing. Touring colleges, applying to them, and 
trying to meet deadlines make for some 
stressful moments throughout the year. 
 There are, however, many miscon-
ceptions about college and many struggles 
other high schoolers face when applying or 
trying to get ready for life after high school. 
Here are a few tips and pieces of advice to 
help make this challenging process a little 
easier. 
 1) Apply early--the earlier you ap-
ply, the more likely you are to be considered 
for scholarships and early admissions deci-
sions. Applying to college early allows col-
leges to compare your application against 
fewer students, which gives you a better 

chance for ac-
ceptance. 
 2)Start tour-
ing--taking a tour of 
colleges is a great way 
to decide if it’s the 
right fit for you. 
Many colleges have 
the dates for their 
open houses on their 

websites. Open houses are a great way to 
tour the college and learn about the differ-
ent types of majors and clubs that the 
school offers. 
 3) Gather information--You 
should know everything there is to know 
about the colleges to which you are apply-
ing. Many colleges require you to submit 
more than just your application. All colleges 
want some type of transcript from your high 
school showing your grades. Some colleges 
also want SAT, ACT scores, and/or letters 
of recommendation from a few of your 
teachers or a guidance counselor. 
For some students, applying to college is a 
difficult task. For others, their problem is 
actually waiting for those results to return. 
 “The hardest part for me has been 
searching for scholarships. I mean, I don’t 
want to have to pay most of my tuition," 
FAHS senior Jelissa Cruz said. 
 So if you’re ready for the obstacles 
that come with applying to college, take into 
consideration these helpful tips and advice. 
Also, remember to take a deep breath and 
be patient while waiting for those ac-
ceptance letters--They will come! 

By Kendra Wert 
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 Headlines across the nation pro-
claim that obesity is increasingly becoming a 
problem. The main demographic for con-
cern in this matter is school children ranging 
from elementary schools all the way up to 
high school. 
 According to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, in 2002 16% 
of children between the ages of 6 and 19 
were overweight, and since then numbers 
have only continued to climb. 
 Obesity in adolescents represents 
one of the most challenging conditions to 
treat, but school health professionals can 
take the lead in promoting healthier life-
styles, according to the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Health. Fleetwood Area School 
District has been taking its own steps to 
combat this overwhelming problem. 
 In the 2010-2011 school year, 
20.5% of Fleetwood’s high school students 
were placed in the “Overweight” category 
according to the Body Mass Index (BMI) 
results recorded, and another 18.2% of stu-
dents were placed in the “At Risk” category. 
 BMI is a weight versus stature in-
dex that the school uses to determine 
growth patterns among students. With near-
ly 39% of FAHS students currently in or 
nearing the unhealthy range, the fight to 
overcome childhood obesity is evident. 
 Julie Knabb, a nurse at Willow 
Creek Elementary School, sees the effects 
childhood obesity has on Fleetwood every 
day. 
 “About one-third of the students 
in my elementary school are at risk or are 

overweight according to their BMIs. Starting 
off such a trend at such a young age could 
be devastating later in life. These children 
may deal with health-related issues such as 
heart disease, diabetes, and increased blood 
pressure," Knabb said. 
 Recent data from the National 
Center for Health Statistics indicates that 
approximately one in five children in the 
United States is overweight, a statistic that 
has nearly doubled in the last three decades. 
In order to fight back against this growing 
medical issue, FASD is starting to imple-
ment new strategies to optimize students’ 
overall health. School lunches now include 
whole wheat or multigrain bread instead of 
white bread, more fruit and vegetable varie-
ty, and healthy breakfast options. 
 Doreen Green, a nurse from Rich-
mond Elementary School, said, “FASD has 
done many things to keep our students 
healthy, like the walking school bus program 
for elementary level students and the 
FORCE after-school exercise program.” 
 Green says, although the district 
has included many new programs to help 
fight childhood obesity, the downfall is of-
ten how the students spend their time out-
side of school. 
 Fleetwood Area School District 
has been taking many steps to help promote 
healthy lifestyles among its students. Even 
though unpleasant statistics grow year after 
year, Fleetwood will continue the fight 
against childhood and adolescent obesity. 
 

By Kelly Stumpf 

Obesity Affecting 
the Fleetwood Area 
Health and Medicine 

 The latest craze to hit the Fleet-
wood area has been skinny jeans. From little 
kids to adults, skinny jeans are the latest and 
greatest thing to wear. 
 Sure they look good, but what are 
fashionable folks sacrificing for the sake of 
looking nice? Rumors about health concerns 
involving skinny jeans have been circulating 
for some time now. 
 “[Skinny jeans causing health con-
cerns] is the stupidest thing I’ve ever heard,” 
FAHS senior Dan Milloy said. 
 Autumn Noll also disbelieves these 
allegations. 
 “Skinny jeans on girls don’t do 
anything other than look good.” 
 Even Fleetwood’s own nurse, 
Leanne Nelson, did not acknowledge any 
sort of health hazard regarding skinny jeans 
and those who wear them frequently. 
 “Personally, I have not heard of 
anything about that,” Nelson said. 
 So what exactly is the truth regard-
ing Fleetwoodians and their skinny jeans? 
School nurse Bonnie Fansler had something 
different to say on the matter. 
 “I used to think that skinny jeans 
led to sperm count problems because of 

constricting blood vessels if they were too 
tight.” 
 In reality, there are a few health 
concerns, with "tingling thigh syndrome" 
being a culprit that has been mentioned 
within many doctors’ offices. In medical 
terms, “tingling thigh syndrome”, or meral-
gia paresthetica, is apparently caused when 
skinny jeans are just too tight and suppress 
the nerves sending feelings to the thigh. 
 "It makes sense based on the anat-
omy and physiology," CBS News medical 
correspondent Dr. Jennifer Ashton said. 
"We're talking about a nerve that runs 
through the groin called the femoral cutane-
ous nerve, and with tight things, even tight 
jeans, it can become numb down the thighs 
and into the buttocks." 
 Ashton even compared the nerve 
compression to a garden hose. 
 "If you step on it, and can't get the 
water, the same thing [happens]." 
 All in all fellow, some health con-
cerns involving skinny jeans may exist, but 
nothing is certain enough to inspire para-
noia. 

By Andy Moran 

Skinny Jeans and Concerns on Health 
Health 
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Notice of Affiliation  

and Non-Representation 
The Tiger Times is a high school news 
journal that is produced using funds 
from The Fleetwood Area School Dis-
trict as well as club fundraisers. All 
subjects and topics appearing within 
The Tiger Times are self-selected by 
student reporters themselves; howev-
er, article suggestions are accepted 
from all students, staff, administration, 
and community members. Opinions 
and viewpoints stated in The Tiger 
Times are not necessarily the opinions 
and viewpoints of the Fleetwood Area 
School District, its administration, its 
faculty, the club advisor, or even the 
entirety of The Tiger Times staff. The 
Tiger Times is a public forum whose 
primary goal is to provide an outlet for 
student expression to The Fleetwood 
Area School District and its constituent 
communities. Viewpoints and opinions 
that are contrary to those appearing in 
The Tiger Times are welcomed, but 
they are not guaranteed publication 
except by approval from the student 
editors. Students who are not matricu-
lated in the Journalism course or who 
are not among the club’s roster are 
still eligible to submit content for the 
periodical. All articles and letters se-
lected for publication may be subject 
to editing for length and language con-
sistent with the style established by 
student editors of The Tiger Times. 

 

 

Visit The Tiger Times Mobile! 
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read our newspaper on your mobile device! 
 

By Ryan CortazzoBy Ryan Cortazzo  Magic or YuMagic or Yu--GiGi--Oh:  Which One Do You Like?
Oh:  Which One Do You Like?  

Card games are very popular among studentsCard games are very popular among students  

Page 4                                    Page 4                                      

                                            November 2011 November 2011           

                                                                                                                                                          SOCIAL/LIFESOCIAL/LIFE   

--"Magic, Yu"Magic, Yu--GiGi--Oh is Oh is 

for children"for children"  
Conor Donohue (‘12)Conor Donohue (‘12)  

--"Yu"Yu--GiGi--Oh, I’ve been play-Oh, I’ve been play-

ing since i was a lad"ing since i was a lad"  

Jake Braswell (‘12)Jake Braswell (‘12)  

--"Magic, Yu
"Magic, Yu--GiGi--Oh has too 

Oh has too many OP cards”
many OP cards”  Pat Shukraft (‘12)
Pat Shukraft (‘12)  

--"Magic, Yu"Magic, Yu--GiGi--Oh is inferri-Oh is inferri-

or"or"  

Herr RudyHerr Rudy  

--"Yu"Yu--GiGi--Oh cause its da BOMB"

Oh cause its da BOMB"  

Tyler Dierolf (‘13) and Avian 

Tyler Dierolf (‘13) and Avian 

Cabassa (‘13)

Cabassa (‘13)  

Random Profile: Mitch Kinek 
Profile 

Freshman Mitch Kinek is the son of Thomas and 
Shelli, and brother to Tori, Kaley, and Joe.  

Q: What do you think of your Freshman year? 
A: Most kids find their freshman 
year nerve-racking because many of 
them are on their own . For Mitch, 
things are different; he happens to be 
a twin to his brother, freshman Joe 
Kinek. 

Q: Do you play any Sports? 
A:One of Mitch’s passions that seems to be a constant 
throughout the entire Kinek family is soccer. His older 
sisters, Tori (a 2009 Fleetwood graduate) and Kaley (a 

2011 Fleetwood graduate) both 
played soccer in their years as Ti-
gers, and now Mitch, along with his 
brother Joe, both play as well. 

Opinions from other players from 
the JV soccer team: 
 
“Mitch is always a great player to 
have out on the field. Hopefully, he 
can be one of our key players 
throughout our high school career,” 
Matt Masenheimer said. 
 
“He always works hard and never 
stops running.” says Matt Hook 

Mitch’s family also sees him as a fun-
ny, hardworking kid. 
 
“Mitch is always looking to do better, 
whether it comes to school or soc-
cer,” sister Kaley said. 
 
“Growing up, Mitchell seriously fell 
on his head or hit it at least twice a 
day,” loving sister Tori said. 

Like just about every other high school student, one of Mitch’s favorite things to do is hang out with his friends. 
 
“He’s a really good friend, a good soccer player, and he’s really funny!” Hannah Kohl, a freshman and close 
friend said. 
 
“He’s a really nice, funny guy, and he really loves soccer," Irene Licari said.                                 By Kyle Flannery 

 With the start of a new school 
year, The Tiger Times staff has combined 
the ever popular Travelocity commercial to 
create the Fleetwood roaming gnome. The 
Travelocity gnome was transformed from 
his fancy blue coat to an awesome red Fleet-
wood Area High School jacket. He also 
earned some tiger paw prints on his hat and 
boots. 
 For each edition, one Tiger Times 
reporter shall receive the opportunity to 
write about an adventure involving a stu-

dent’s or faculty member’s journey with the 
gnome. Someone who is going on vacation 
will be given the chance to "accompany" the 
gnome. Your story will become his story. 
 Upon the participant’s return, he 
or she will have a scheduled time to meet 
with the reporter during the school day as 
soon as possible. When they meet up, the 
reporter will ask the participant a series of 
questions pertaining to what he or she did 
on vacation. The reporter will then create 
the gnome’s adventure by inserting events 

that occurred over the participant’s vacation 
or activity. His or her adventure will then be 
in the next edition of The Tiger Times. 
 The person who receives the 
gnome will be randomly selected from of-
fice files. If you want to be picked, then you 
should go home and tell your parents to 
plan a vacation as soon as possible. Just 
make sure they purchase a plane ticket for 
the gnome. 

By Nikkole Hagginbothom 

Gnome Travels Far and Wide 
Travelogue 


