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Fleetwood Still Lacking Gay-Straight Alliance 

School 
 Times are changing in the United 
States, especially in places such as New York, 
Massachusetts, and California. The fight for 
gay rights is gaining momentum all over the 
country, helped along by an organization 
called The Gay-Straight Alliance. This organi-
zation specializes in forming clubs in high 
schools and colleges nationwide. Fleetwood, 
however, is not one of the schools housing a 
Gay-Straight Alliance. 
 According to FAHS principal Mi-

chael DeAntonio, there is one simple reason 
behind this. 
 “No one has ever asked,” DeAnto-
nio said. “Students can form any club as long 
as they have a teacher willing to be the club’s 
advisor.” 
 Though unable to be a club advisor 
himself due to his responsibilities as school 
principal, DeAntonio says that he would 
definitely support the formation of such a 
club. 

 “It could be very beneficial, not 
only to students struggling to find or accept 
their sexuality, but also in bringing out advo-
cates and students that simply support gay 
rights,” DeAnotonio said. 
 One student who is a "straight sup-
portive" (or, as a common pro-gay rights 
slogan states, “Str8 against H8") is Brittany 
Gantz, a junior at Fleetwood. Like DeAnto-
nio, Gantz believes that having a Gay-
Straight Alliance could be beneficial to all 
students. She does, however, acknowledge 
the potential negative effects of having this 
club at Fleetwood. 
 “I think it would be helpful for 
those students who are comfortable with 
their sexuality because they can band together 
and support each other, but there will sadly 
always be kids that won’t come out and say 
that they’re gay, lesbian, or bisexual due to 

negative feedback," Gantz said. 
 Gantz also believes that “the group 
might possibly convince [closeted students] 
to come out into the open arms of students 
who are already in the group.” 
 Gantz comments that she is cur-
rently involved in too many school activities 
to have time to join a Gay-Straight Alliance if 
one were created, but she said, “I would cer-
tainly show my support for the group, such 
as wearing shirts or bracelets, etc.” 
 It seems that a Gay-Straight Alli-
ance would be welcomed by students and 
faculty alike, not to mention gay and straight 
alike. For now, it will remain unformed be-
cause of insufficient interest and the potential 
for negative reactions of Fleetwood’s more 
conservative demographic. 

 
By Hannah Tillotson 

Olivia  Edwards 
Is Fleetwood’s 
2012 Outstanding 
Young Woman 

Profile 

 Each year, students across Pennsyl-
vania participate in a competition encom-
passing scholastic abilities, interviewing 
skills, performing arts, public speech, and 
personal fitness. This pageant is known as 
Pennsylvania's Outstanding Young Woman 
Competition. 
 The main motivation behind win-
ning this ‘pageant’ is the opportunity of re-
ceiving a scholarship to a school of the win-
ner's choice. As of this summer, Olivia Ed-
wards of Fleetwood Area High School was 
in contention to be Pennsylvania’s Out-
standing Young Woman for 2012. 
 Once known as The Pennsylvania 
Junior Miss Pageant, this competition has 
been running since its first national pageant 
in 1958. The Outstanding Young Woman 
Program is a non-profit organization that is 
intended to help support intellectual, well-
rounded young women around the state 
exceed in their goals and expectations, 

which is done by identifying their talents, 
strengths, and outstanding abilities as teen-
age women. 
 The ladies enter the competition 
with nineteen others from Berks County as 
well as many others from around the state. 
 Olivia said she feels her global 
views on current problems, as opposed to 
other high school girls, along with her lack 
of fear of public speaking, will help ensure 
she does well in this year’s competition. 
 The final portion of the pageant 
occurred on October 1st at 7:00 p.m. 
 After her senior year at Fleetwood, 
Olivia plans to attend either the University 
of Maryland or the American University of 
Washington D.C. for political science. 
 She wishes to have a career in the 
political field and hopes to make a positive 
impact on Capitol Hill one day. 
 

By Colin Underwood 

Trite Transfers 
From Security 
Guard to Educator 

Profile 
 A familiar face once observed protect-
ing the halls of Fleetwood Area High School 
found himself a new place to call home this year, 
Room #8. 
 Adam Trite 
made the transition 
from security guard to 
history teacher this year 
after Mr. Lessig an-
nounced that he would 
embark on a missionary 
trip to Africa. Trite, 
who had also attended 
Fleetwood for student 
teaching placement 
under the supervision 
of history teacher Jen-
nifer Goss, said it was a 
more difficult transition 
between student teach-
ing and security than it 
was the past year from 
security to having his own classroom. 
 Originally from Muhlenberg High 
School, Trite attended Kutztown University for 
higher education and earned his Bachelor’s de-
gree in History and Political Science. Not surpris-
ingly, his favorite high school subject was social 
studies. 
 The atmosphere created by his peers 
and the entire school community as a whole drew 

Trite to Fleetwood, and he was glad to have a 
mentor in Goss when he landed the job as his-
tory teacher. 

 “He was a really 
good student teacher,” said 
Goss. “And I know he’ll do a 
great job this year with his 
own classroom.” 
 In addition to 
teaching, Trite is also quite 
the outdoorsman. Trite can 
be found outside mountain 
biking, kayaking, or hiking. 
The Boondock Saints tops his 
movie charts, and his favorite 
band is Senses Fail. Also, 
Ken Follett wrote Trite’s 
favorite book, entitled On the 
Wings of Eagles. 
 His day at school 
consists of teaching 12th 
grade Government, 11th 

grade American History, and World Conflict, but 
American History is his favorite subject to teach. 
World War II sparked Mr. Trite’s attention at the 
onset of his teaching career because his grandfa-
ther was a WWII veteran. 
 “Always sign up for more than you 
think you can handle because you can always find 
a way to handle it," Trite said. 

By Kelly Stumpf 
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High Hopes for 
Tigers Soccer 
Sports 

 Soccer has always been a major part 
of Fleetwood history. The expectations year 
after year are always extremely high; fans ex-
pect the most out of their team. But no one 
expects more than the players themselves. 
 “[The goal is to] win counties and 
districts,” said senior Ryan Hollenbach, varsity 
captain for the team. 
 Hollenbach said “communication, 
hard work, and strength” are key methods to 
being successful and achieving high expecta-
tions throughout this season. 
 Fleetwood’s biggest rivalry this year 
is with the Muhlenberg Muhls. During the 
previous year, when Fleetwood lost at Muhlen-
berg 2-1 after half time due to inclement 
weather, Fleetwood’s intensity level rose higher 
than any other game this season. 
 “The whole starting lineup,” said 

Hollenbach, “are key players in every game.” 
 The real key to Fleetwood’s success 
is the love of all the fans. Their fans, also 
known as “Superfans,” are arguably the strong-
est group of fans in the county. They have 
been noticed in both the Channel 69 News and 
The Reading Eagle. 
 “I drink a lot of water and eat honey 
before games because it soothes the vocal 
chords. Depending on the weather, I will dress 
appropriately, typically in my official’s uni-
form,” said Senior Superfan Dan Milloy. 
 “Other than the typical fanhood 
jeering, post-goal celebrations are the best 
parts of the game,” Milloy said. 
 The Fleetwood team looks to prom-
ising this year, and the whole county expects 
great things from the players. 

By Danny Lopez 

Tiger SuperFans 
Ready for 2011-12 
Sports 
 Throughout the history of American 
athletics, scholastic fervor for sports teams has 
been an integral part of the atmosphere of a 
sporting event. Reserved “Student Sections” 
are consistently the loudest area among most 
high-school sporting venues. Fleetwood High 
School students have expanded this concept 
over the past two decades and created a per-
sona that establishes a rowdy, extremely pas-
sionate environment at both home and away 
games: The Fleetwood Tigers SuperFan. The 
Tigers student section is composed solely of 
these SuperFans, whose wit and volume re-
main unmatched in all of Berks County. 
 A constant following at the soccer 
and basketball teams here at Fleetwood, the 
student section travels to the farthest reaches 
of Berks County to support the Tigers. 
 “It’s really awesome to see that our 
fans and friends are willing to drive out to 
cheer for us,” says senior and soccer captain 
Brad Arndt. “It really makes the environment 
much more exciting.” 
 The existence of the SuperFan can 
be credited to the most defining aspect of 
Fleetwood’s athletic culture: Fleetwood Tigers 
soccer. As a small rural school in the 1970’s, 
Fleetwood hardly deserved a mention among 
state-wide athletics. But as soccer, primarily a 
European sport at the time, emerged onto the 
American scholastic sports scene, Fleetwood 
jumped at the opportunity to form 
a team with the help of legendary 
coach Ray Buss. By instituting an 
extensive youth program, soccer 
became a treasured pastime of 
many Fleetwood students, leading 
to the existence of a highly skilled 
high school team as well as an 
extremely passionate following of 
fans. 
 “[The youth program] 
just kept growing.” said Buss in a 
1990 interview. “I have a lot of 
respect for all these kids.” 

 Today, the success of the soccer 
team still draws a massive amount of attention 
and helps to create the most dedicated soccer 
fans in the area. But Fleetwood SuperFans 
don’t just dedicate themselves to soccer. The 
student section can be seen at football and 
basketball games as well, flaunting students' 
passion for the Tigers. 
 “We definitely are the loudest and 
most clever group of fans. We’re a small 
school, but we’ve got big hearts,”Senior Ryan 
Cortazzo said 
 “Water is a necessity for Fleetwood 
fans; we yell so loud that throat injuries are 
pretty common,” junior Ryan Steward said . 
 Fleetwood’s fans are known around 
the area for their passion. The antics of the 
SuperFans have been documented on multiple 
occasions in local news outlets such as the 
Reading Eagle and Channel 69 News. Various 
noise level complaints have been filed regard-
ing the volume of the student section, which 
usually gets the students even more rowdy 
than before. 
 What others often consider obnox-
ious, Fleetwood fans simply consider support 
and enthusiasm. The students at Fleetwood 
love their sports and their school, and they are 
proud to represent Fleetwood SuperFandom. 

 
By Matt Voyer 

Fleetwood, Oley 
Combine for 
Football Season 
Sports 

 The year has finally come in which 
sports and clubs are cut alongside other 
budget cuts. Many schools in the area are 
trying to decide what they are 
going to cut and why. 
 Oley Valley 
High School decided 
to cut the football 
team, and Fleet-
wood has consid-
ered letting some 
athletes from Oley 
play for the Fleet-
wood team. 
 With the 
support of many 
Fleetwood students, 
the team has become a promising 
group of athletes. With ten to twelve 
more students on the team, numbers have 
created a better group and a more positive 
environment for practices and games. Five 
of the Oley students even start for the Fleet-
wood team. Many of the football players 
reiterated the belief that the overall attitude 
of the team has improved. 
 Most of the games are still enacted 
like the traditional Fleetwood program. The 
Oley students are expected to play like they 
are Fleetwood students. 
 However, few Oley students come 

to support the players. The former coach for 
the Oley players now coaches for the Cen-
tral Catholic team and Holy Name team. 

When Holy Name cut many of their 
activities throughout the school, 

they began the process of be-
coming more involved with 
the Central Catholic organi-
zations. This union is now 

known as Berks Catho-
lic. 
 Meanwhile, 

Oley had nowhere to 
go, which is why Fleet-

wood has let these 
students join the 
team. 
 With a 

few exceptions, the 
schools are still fol-

lowing the policies for their home educa-
tional institutions. Oley still follows their 
policies, and Fleetwood still follows theirs, 
which causes a lot of communication be-
tween the two schools. This union of two 
schools is expected to help students under-
stand that not everybody is the same and 
that new people can and should be em-
braced. 

 
By Brittney Stufflet 

Field Hockey 
Team Seeking 
Postseason Run 
Sports 
 The girls' field hockey team is look-
ing forward to a promising season this year. 
Five games into the season, the Tigers’ record 
currently stands at 3 wins, 1 loss, and 1 tie. 
 Senior Mallory Christman said, “I 
think overall we are going to do very well this 
season. We have both a strong offense and 
defense that are going to carry us far. We also 
only have one loss, which is a good way to 
start the season, and we hope to continue 
this.” 
 During the weekend of 22-23 Sep-
tember, the Tigers played in the Palmyra Tour-
nament. The Tigers won the semifinal round 
beating Greenwood 3-0. The Tigers, however, 
came up short in the championship round 
losing to Palmyra 1-0. 

 Alyssa Delp, a senior and team cap-
tain for Fleetwood, remains optimistic. 
 “This year is going to be super fun, 
and I think we are going to take division," 
Delp said. 
 If the Tigers continue their winning 
streak, the girls have a chance to make it all the 
way to the 2011-2012 county championship. 
The Tigers hope to go all the way this year 
since many of the girls on the team are seniors. 
 If the girls win the championship this 
year, it will be the first time since 1986, when 
they won their first and only state title. 
 
 

By Kendra Wert 
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Miša’s Fugue Doc 
Postponed Again 

Entertainment/Arts 

 The Misa’s Fugue conglomerate has 
been hard at work for a little more than a year 
now. Their unique project began on Labor Day 
weekend of 2010 in Indiana. At that time, pro-
ducer Sean D. Gaston was hoping to complete 
the film in about a year. 
 This was a lofty goal, which Mr. Gas-

ton realized would be very difficult to achieve 
after months of working on it. Over the sum-
mer, he changed the premier date from No-
vember 17th to April 16th. 
 Mr. Gaston and the entire crew came 
across some challenges they were not expect-
ing. It took months for the production com-

pany to apply for two potential grants to help 
with the cost of releasing the film in New York 
City. These grants include one from The Berks 
Arts Council and one specifically for Jewish 
filmmaking called the Kroll Grant. 
 When he emailed Frank Grunwald, 
the main subject of Misa’s Fugue, informing 
Frank about the new premier date, Frank said, 
“You can’t schedule creativity.” 
 Gaston also did not expect the new 
ideas that kept spurring from art and stock 
footage that was sent to him. A distant cousin 
of Frank emailed Gaston directly, saying he 
possessed a love letter that Frank’s father wrote 
to Frank’s mother before they were moved to 
Auschwitz-Burkenau. 
 Frank’s relieving response about the 
rescheduled release date gave the group en-
couragement to take its time to make the film 
the best it could be. However, Gaston plans on 
definitely making the April 16th deadline. 
 Misa’s Fugue production is in the 
editing stage, which will hopefully render a film 
of approximately 80 minutes. 

By Devin Wenzel 

Volunteers 
Help Fleetwood 
Flood Victims 
Environment 

 Because of the recent hurricane, 
the rise Willow Creek has flooded numerous 
homes and community properties surround-
ing the waterway. The Berks Conservancy is 
putting together a tree planting along the 
Willow Creek in Fleetwood to help with the 
damage caused by the creek. The planting is 
set to take place on 15 October 2011 with a 
rain date on 22 October 2011. The Conser-
vancy and the surrounding communities will 
be planting nearly 500 shrubs and trees. 
 This event will create a riparian 
buff, which will decrease flood damage and 
keep the water clean. Some of the goals for 
those who wish to attend will be to create a 
safer environment for Pennsylvania’s state 
fish, the Brook Trout; plant trees and shrubs 
up to 6 square acres; and give locals the 
chance to recreationally fish. The FAHS 
Outdoor Club and a few others are expected 
to follow suit and join the project. 
 Those who are directing this pro-
ject would like to be aware of the number of 
students planning to attend. If any student is 
interested in helping out at this event, con-
tact The Fleetwood Area Middle School 
library for more information. 

 
 

By Nikki Hagginbothom 

Rumors Surface About 
Supposed Death of  
Fleetwood Dromedary 
Community  
 In the recent weeks, Fleetwoodians 
have been questioning if the terrible rumors 
surrounding the camel at M&M Mechanical 
were true. 
 Zach Williams, a sophomore at 
Fleetwood Area High School, informed The 
Tiger Times staff via Facebook that the 
“Fleetwood Camel” was dead. 
 “Personally, I think it would be an 
absolute tragedy if the camel died,” said class 
of 2011 graduate chad Dymeck. 
 While no one seems to know how 
long the camel has resided in Fleetwood, many 
are familiar with where the camel can be seen. 
 While it’s relevance here is somewhat 
questionable, the citizens of Fleetwood are 
undoubtedly concerned about the camel’s cur-

rent state. 
 Fortunately for concerned Fleetwood 
citizens, Jenny Mott of M and M Mechanical 
offered The Tiger Times her knowledge of the 
camel. 
 “Buddy is not sick or dead--he’s just 
older but still doing well,” said Mott. 
 Mott believes Buddy (the camel) is 
between 14 to 16 years old, which would give 
him roughly 25 more years to live. 
 While most of the community would 
feel remorseful if the camel were to pass, Sam 
Cabrera, a junior at FAHS, fails to recognize 
the significance of the camel. 
 “I wouldn’t really care if the camel 
died. I don’t even know it’s name, and why 
would you buy a camel as a pet in Fleetwood 

in the first place?” 
 Cabrera’s feelings to-
ward the camel appear to be one 
in a million as he was the only 
person among thirty others at 
FAHS to say he didn't care for 
the camel. 
 Buddy the camel has 
undoubtedly become an impor-
tant part of the community. It 
seems that those who heard the 
rumor about the camel’s death 
(which has now been debunked) 
became instantaneously filled 
with dismay. 

By Derek Evanosky 

Houp Awarded 
ASNE Fellowship 
Profile 

 You may know him as your English 
teacher, and others may know him as their 
journalism teacher, but everyone knows him as 
Mr. Houp. 
 Zachary Houp teaches English 10 
and 12 at Fleetwood, and he is also the advisor 
of The Tiger Timesnewspaper. This is going to 
be his eighth year overall at Fleetwood and his 
second year teaching journalism.Mr. Houp 
enjoys many parts of his job, but there are still 
some aspects that he does not appreciate. For 
example, poorly written essays are frowned 
upon. Mr. Houp’s favorite part of teaching is 
seeing students succeed in a skill they never 
thought they could have mastered. He is in-
spired to teach by hoping that students can 
remember something he taught 10 years from 
now, and he wants to help students in what-
ever future they may have. 
Houp and his wife Jennifer Houp, a first grade 
teacher at Willow Creek Elementary, are ex-
pecting a baby girl in 
October. They both 
wanted to begin trying 
for their first child 
after they had been 
married for a year. 
A June ultra-
sound revealed 
they were ex-
pecting a girl. 
Both feel 
very blessed 

and are very excited. 
 In July, Houp attended the Reynolds 
High School Journalism Institute at Kent State 
University. The institute, which was founded 
in 2001, hopes to impart the skills of writing, 
reading, communication, and critical thinking. 
 Houp says that the most important 
thing he learned was the First Amendment and 
how it applies to our school. After attending 
the institute, Mr. Houp wants his writers for 
The Tiger Times to get better, more profes-
sional sources, and to remember that The Ti-
ger Timesisn’t just for the school but for the 
entire community as well.Mr. Houp hopes to 
be teaching for a long time at Fleetwood Area 
High School. When asked how long he wants 
to teach, he replied by stating, “Until Gover-
nor Corbett cancels education.” 

 
By Dan Norton 
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KU Professor 
Comments 
on Centralia 
Environment 

 In the small town of Centralia, Penn-
sylvania, one would most likely not realize that 
there has been an ongoing mine fire since 
1962. 
 The catastrophe was caused by burn-
ing trash that was thought to be put out but 
wasn’t fully extinguished. The fire then spread 
to the mine beds and became greater until it 
was impossible to put out. Millions of dollars 
have been spent on trying to put the fire out, 
but none of the attempts have worked. The 
toxic gasses and smoke has condemned the 
town that now only 10 people inhabit. 
 Dr. Kurt Fruehauf, a science profes-
sor at Kutztown University, said, “The gasses 
emitted by the fire at Centralia will have abso-
lutely no effect on people in Berks County. 
Also, the amount of gas emitted is so small 
compared to the amount of atmosphere be-
tween here and Centralia, so the gasses are 
very quickly dissipated. The gasses are really 
only dangerous to the people in Centralia be-
cause the gases rise up through fractures in 
their basement foundations. With the gas be-
ing carbon dioxide and so much heavier than 
air, it accumulates more. With people going 
down into their basements, they have a chance 
of suffering suffocation.” 
 Dr. Fruehauf continues, “The fire is 
still burning today because there is still coal in 
the ground to burn. If you were to flood the 
fire with water it will still not stop the fire 
because part of the water will boil into steam 
and the other parts will seep into fractures of 
surrounding rock away from the fire. The fire 
will go out someday when the affected coal 
seams are more or less completely burned up. 
The fire will also not affect all of the coal in 
Pennsylvania because the coal occurs in many 
separate, isolated beds that are not con-
nected.” 
 This fire has essentially wiped out 
the town of Centralia. Many hope this long, 
deadly fire will stop before it harms people in 
other towns, but there is no way of telling 
when this fire will go out--or if it will ever go 
out.  

 
By Ryan Steward 
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Corey Unger (‘13)Corey Unger (‘13)  

--“The Leaves”“The Leaves”  
Joel Snyder (‘12)Joel Snyder (‘12)  

--“The Weather is Perfect”
“The Weather is Perfect”  Molly Flannery (‘12)

Molly Flannery (‘12)  

--“Volleyball”“Volleyball”  
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Holiday Craft 
Show Sponsored 
by Senior Class 

School 
 The annual Holiday Craft Show 
(formally known as the Holiday Bizarre) will 
take place this year on 19 November from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in the high school 
cafeteria, auxiliary gym, and hallways. 
 The Holiday Craft Show is a fund-
raiser for both FBLA and the class of 2012’s 
graduation. The event consists of vendors 
selling goods such as furniture, jewelry, 
soap, and art of all styles, among other 
things. In addition to the vendors this year, 
there will be a special appearance from 
Santa provided by the Yearbook Club. 
 “Come on out and shop, shop, 
shop till you drop. With over 100 vendors, 
there’s something for everyone,” Advisor 
and social studies teacher Sue Nagle said. 
“Do some early holiday shopping because 
this is the place to do it.” 
 “This is a perfect opportunity for 
all FBLA members to earn community 
hours, so come on out and help,” Business 
teacher and fellow advisor Kelly Ackerman 

said. 
 If you are interested in vending, 
contact either Nagle or Ackerman at the 
high school. All FBLA members and seniors 
are expected to help in some way for this 
event. 
 “Every year we hope to make the 
Holiday Craft Show better than the year 
before, and this year is no exception,” Nagle 
said. “Also, seniors, if you don’t want to be 
paying for your cap, gown, and the other 
things that come with graduation, you 
should help this out because this is one of 
your biggest fundraisers of the year, and it 
will pay off if you let it. This fundraiser 
could make or break the bank for your 
graduation funds.” 

 
By Melanie Lehman 
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