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Rap-Based Expression Banned 
during Class Transition Periods 

Art/Entertainment 

 War has broken out at Fleetwood Area 
High school. 
 Not one of physical strength, but one 
of rhymes. In the past few weeks, rap battles 
have taken over the halls of Fleetwood High 
every day before ninth period. 
 Rap battling, the basis for all rap mu-
sic, is truly where rap music originated. The ob-
ject of a rap battle is to come up with clever, 
clean, and sometimes insulting rap lyrics to rhyth-
mically throw at your opponent. 
 In the “octagon”--a hallway intersec-
tion that, owing to bad luck, appears immediately 
outside of Mr. Houp's room--students become 
the all-seeing judges, responding with a plethora 
of “oooh’s” and “ahhhhh’s” to whoever dares to 
“spit” or rap . One might ponder why exactly this 
rap battling scene is so intriguing. 

 “It’s a true form of art. They should 
just let us be. We should have ‘Freestyle Friday’ 
and extend those 4 minutes between classes to 
8!” junior Sam Cabrera said. 
 It’s not only a form of art to senior 
Matt McCammittt. 
 “It brings the whole school together.” 
 Even Fleetwood’s own quarterback, 
junior Corey Unger said,“It’s awesome, and the 
teachers should let it happen.” 
 One of the original contenders, Ryan 
Cortazzo, explained how it feels to be in the 
circle surrounded by his peers. 
 “It’s a great feeling. All eyes are on 
you, but when you spit your game proper, there 
is nothing to worry about. We got the inspiration 
after watching some YouTube videos; rap bat-
tling in the halls is something collective and 

new.” 
 But suddenly the tables turned when 
an unknown figure approached. 
 “I’m the worst poet in the English 
department, so we decided I should rap so that 
we know any one of us could take [the stu-
dents],” English teacher Marc Walter said. “Rap 
isn’t horrible; it’s a basic form of art and dates 
back to Geoffrey Chaucer in the 1300’s. It in-
spires creativity, and that’s always a good thing.” 
 Rap battling even includes some Eng-
lish concepts: simplistic rhyme schemes and he-
roic couplets among them. Students aren’t 
fighting, they are simply expressing themselves 
with art: the art of rap battling. 
 

By Andy Moran 

 Snapback hats have been making a 
comeback in the last year. These popular hats are 
not new to the fashion world; in fact, they were 
actually created and worn by baseball players in 
the 1950s. The Snapback hats became very popu-
lar in the 1980s and were worn as sporting appar-
el in many other sports. Snapbacks are also a 
fashion statement for rappers, hip-hop artists, 
and celebrities. 
 The Snapback hats are known for 
having a large front brim, a foam top, and a series 
of customizable snaps in the back. The customi-

zable snaps are used to adjust the size of the hat. 
This can be very useful for people buying hats 
because they can adjust it to whatever size is 
needed to fit their heads. 
 Lately, these hats have become very 
trendy with athletes and celebrities, but many 
people from Fleetwood also wear them and own 
multiple snapback hats. 
 “I prefer snapback hats over fitted hats 
because snapback hats have cooler hat logos," 
FAHS senior Daniel Lopez said. "I own one red 
and black Cincinnati Red’s snapback that I love 

dearly, but I would love to someday own a black 
and yellow Pittsburgh Pirates snapback.” 
 “I personally like snapbacks because 
they are colorful, and I enjoy playing with the 
snaps on the back of the hat," FAHS junior Sam 
Cabrera said. "I own many snapback hats, such as 
a UCLA Bruins hat and a Miami Hurricanes hat, 
but my favorite snapback is my Atlanta Falcons 
hat. If I could have any snapback, I would choose 
the Supreme X Santa Claus snapback, which is 
very rare and very expensive. The reason snap-
backs are popular again are because famous rap-

pers such as Chris Brown and Tyga started wear-
ing them again.” 
 A year or two ago, a person would not 
have seen them on the shelves, but now everyone 
can see more snapbacks than fitted hats. At this 
rate, snapbacks will continue to become more 
and more popular until that’s the only hat on the 
market. 

 
By Ryan Steward 

Snapbacks Gain Popularity In 
and Around Fleetwood High 
Fashion 
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 With high expectations for the new 
Call of Duty: Modern Warfare video game, it’s 
safe to say that Infinity Ward met, if not ex-
ceeded, those expectations,. Even though the 
game gets its storyline from its predecessor 
Modern Warfare 2, the installments definitely 
have their differences. The single player mode 
takes gamers globe-trotting through the 
world’s most powerful countries to cities such 
as Manhattan, Berlin, and London. Each mis-
sion players come upon is exciting and action 
packed; each city is richly detailed, and the 
combat against opponents is challenging. 
There are some unexpected tragic moments in 
the campaign, but they combine to bring the 
Modern Warfare storyline to a satisfying con-
clusion and provide for a great gaming experi-
ence. 
 Because this game is in the Modern 
Warfare series--that means no zombies for you 
zombie slayers--it includes classic Special Op 
missions, which are often times more enjoya-
ble than the primary campaign. The Spec Op 
missions are just as exciting and difficult as the 
campaign, relieving the gamer of the in-depth 
storyline and the sometimes frustrating multi-
plier, which is always nice. 
 Another attribute gamers can find in 
the Spec Op area of the game is a new game 
type called “Survival.” It is similar to the game 
type “Horde” in the game Gears of War. The 
objective is to fight off wave after wave of 
opponents coming after you, with each wave 
growing increasingly more difficult. 
 The most popular aspect of Call of 
Duty games is online playing. Modern Warfare 
2 will always be the best for online gaming, but 
Modern Warfare 3 follows close behind. Black 
Ops comes in dead last, only earning a medal 
for making me rage quit the most. 
 Most of the game modes remained 
the same, with the exception of the new mode 
“Kill Confirmed.” The objective of the mode 
is to collect the dog tags of the deceased oppo-
nent to add to your kill count. This game mode 
can be frustrating, but it promotes teamwork, 
which is usually lacking in multiplayer mode. 
 In the online gaming, players can see 
that the game brought back guns like the ACR, 
Ump, and M4A1, which is awesome because 
the ACR and Ump happen to be two of the 
best guns. The maps are really open and large, 
so gamers have a lot to explore, but sometimes 
it can be hard to find opponents. Usually they 
end up behind you because the one thing that 
Infinity Ward did not fix in the game is the 
spawning. That is really the only complaint 
worth mentioning. Players basically have to 
pitch a tent and camp in the game because 
someone is always behind you. 
 With fast and exciting multiplayer 
action, an exhilarating campaign mode, and 
awesome Spec Op missions offering multiplay-
er and single player traits, Modern Warfare 3 is 
the game to have. 

 
By Madison Rice 

Newest Call 
of  Duty Game 
Hits the Mark 

Review 

Grade: B+ 

New innovations make 

MW3 a great addition 

to the series with 

changes made to online 

gameplay to suit vari-

ous types of gamers  

 Whether you have heard it or not, 
FAHS students finally have the official dec-
laration of the high school’s 2012 produc-
tion: The Seussification of Romeo and Juli-
et.  
 The Director will once again be 
Chemistry teacher Matthew Biniek. 
 “We can always use 
more people: dancers, singers, 
musicians, crew, and actors. 
We need everyone, and we will 
take anyone,” Biniek said. “It’s 
very hard to compare this 
show to last year’s Cinderella 
because this is not a musical. 
After the show, the cast will 
also be doing a dedication by 
performing an act or two of 
Shakespeare’s original Romeo 
and Juliet because turning a 
show into a Seussical is easy--
iambic pentameter, not so 
much.” 
 Participants expect 
the show to have lots of 
laughs, which some can com-
pare to the 2010 production of 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 
 “It seems like there is 

more enthusiasm this year, so I think it’ll be 
a success,” junior Sarah Kilgore said. 
“Obviously, the show will catch more atten-
tion than just a regular performance.” 
 Others can compare the show to 
last year’s musical which was also a big hit. 
 “Seeing how Cinderella went, it’ll 

be pretty amazing,” junior Emily DeLong 
said. “[Dr.] Seuss is funny; it’ll be great!” 
 “I’m excited--I love the pit! It 
sounds like the show will be fun because it’s 
a comedy, a very good choice. I love music, 
and a comedy with music is a good choice,” 
science teacher Karen Favata said. 

 “I think it all 
depends on the amount 
of kids. I’ve enjoyed 
previous years; howev-
er, one year was can-
celed due to lack of 
students. It’ll be enter-
taining if there are 
enough students to 
make it happen,” said 
science teacher Todd 
Dreisbach. 
 If you are in-
terested in any aspect of 
the show, stop in to see 
Mr. Biniek, Ms. Hilbert, 
or Mrs. Williamson. All 
help is greatly appreciat-
ed. 
 

By Melanie Lehman 

Shakespeare Gets 
Seussified at FAHS 
Art/Entertainment 

 The local music scene seemingly has 
hundreds of talented musicians, but one group 
stands out among the rest. 
 Seventh Corvus, musically, is every-
thing any musician should aspire to be. 
 "I really like 
them. Their sound is 
amazing, especially with 
a didgeridoo. You can't 
possibly hate a band 
with that," FAHS soph-
omore Colton Plucker 
said. 
 Their deep 
lyrics and beautiful in-
strumentals, as well as 
their innate ability to tear 
it up on stage without 
hesitation, make them 
one of the best in the 
area. 
 Their music is 
something of an oddity 
in that their music be-
longs to no certain gen-
re. They are rock, me-
lodic, metal, classical, 
and everything in be-
tween. 
 Seventh Cor-
vus is composed of four 
people, Simon Brush 

(Lead Vocals/Guitar), Billy Hoier (Bass), Nate 
Vivona (Drums/Vocals), and Jeremy Mitchell 
(Cello/Didgeridoo). Seventh Corvus is currently 
in the process of recording and releasing a full-
length CD of their greatest music. 

 Their live show is something in itself, 
with the electric movements of Seventh Corvus 
bassist Billy Hoier, who claims,“Performing for 
me has always been an amazing experience.” 
 “I love getting sweaty and gross and 

running around be-
cause I want to put 
on a good show. 
Typically, I’m playing 
for people who 
could just as easily 
see me play for free, 
and those people are 
now paying ten dol-
lars or more a head. 
It needs to be great. 
It has to be fun, and 
it has to require 
some level of energy 
expenditure," Hoier 
said. 
 Seventh 
Corvus's next show 
is 9 December at the 
Silo with other local 
acts including as 
United We Fall, 
Chromatic Wakeup, 
and 5 Hour Shower. 

 
By Colin Underwood 

Seventh Corvus Stands 
Out Amongst Local Talent 
Art/Entertainment 

Art: Jess Gieringer 
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 Reading, Pennsylvania, a city of 
approximately 88,000, has for many years 
been the urban epicenter of Berks County. 
With a wide variety of ethnic backgrounds, it 
has also developed into a cultural melting 
pot of sorts--or tossed salad, if you prefer. 
 In recent years, however, the city 
of Reading has become fixed in a full-on 
battle with growing unemployment and 
soaring poverty rates. Just this year, the town 
reached a new low in being declared the city 
with the highest poverty rate in the United 
States. The poverty rate, determined by the 
percentage of residents who fall at or below 
the poverty line for yearly income, puts 
Reading in the spotlight; the current rate is 
an astounding 41.3%. 
 Though Reading has only recently 
fallen to an all-time low in terms of poverty, 
economic hardship is not a new issue for the 
city. 
 For the past decade, Reading has 
been struggling to regain its footing after the 
closing of plants such as Dana Corporation 
and Lucent Technologies, both critical con-
tributors to the city’s success. The closing of 
such vital industrial corporations has surely 
led to an extreme scarcity in job opportuni-
ties, exemplified by the estimated 10% de-
crease in employment from 2000 to 2010. 
 Barbara Werner, a lifelong Berks 
County resident and current Director of 
Community Health Services for Community 
Prevention Partnership, a non-profit agency 
based in Reading, has worked in the city for 
twelve years. She, like many others, was not 
surprised to hear of Reading’s newest title. 
She does not, however, see the title as a 
curse, but rather as a wake-up call for resi-
dents of Berks County. 
 “I think it is an opportunity for the 
residents of Berks County to become aware 
of the issues that face those who live in pov-
erty and focus on solutions. I do not see this 

finding as an opportunity for doom and 
gloom and feeling overwhelmed but as an 
avenue to draw attention to the problems 
that face us,” Werner said. 
 Werner also believes that the peo-
ple of Reading are not the only ones at fault. 
 “Reading is our county seat, and, as 
residents of the county, we have to take re-
sponsibility and accountability for the plight 
of the poor. The same issues that contribute 
to poverty exist outside the city in each and 
every one of our communities. We fool our-
selves if we think that poverty only impacts 
those within the city," Werner said. 
 Many informed observers of Read-
ing’s predicament also agree with Werner in 
placing the blame most heavily upon the 
lack of education and career preparation in 
Reading. This argument is strongly support-
ed by the undeniably low percentage of 
adults with solid educational background; 
only 63% of Reading’s residents have a high 
school diploma (compared to 85% national-
ly) and just 8% have a bachelor’s degree 
(compared to 28% nationally). The percent-
age of Hispanics, a group of people who 
have become an especially large part of 
Reading’s population in recent years, with 
high school diplomas fell even farther short 
at 44%. 
 While many blame Reading’s pov-
erty on a lack of higher education, others 
believe that complacency is a key factor. 
 “I feel that many people in Reading 
aren’t putting in enough effort and that 
those individuals hope to have things hand-
ed to them rather than providing for them-
selves,” Fleetwood Senior Zach Mourar said. 
Mourar himself was a Reading resident until 
the age of 11. 
 Mourar does, on the other hand, 
acknowledge that this is not the case for all 
poor residents of Reading. In fact, a lack of 
quality jobs in the city has driven many col-

lege graduates to settle for 
jobs paying barely above min-
imum wage in hopes of mak-
ing ends meet long enough to 
find more stable employment. 
 Though the city of 
Reading may currently be 
down, it would be unfair to 
argue that it is out. It can be 
said with certainty, however, 
that the coming years will be a 
true test of not only the char-
acter of the city but also of its 
residents and people of the 
surrounding area. In cannot 
yet be known whether or not 
rapid improvement is in the 
cards, but it can be guaran-
teed that Reading has no-
where to go but up. 

By Bradley Arndt 
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City of Reading Endures Poverty 
Local news 

On Sunday, 16 October, 2011 at 1:00 in 

the afternoon, Fleetwood hosted a commu-

nity CROP Walk starting at the Fleetwood 

Area High School Stadium and proceeding 

throughout the town. Participants walked a 

hefty three miles around the town before 

completing the walk. 

 The acronym “CROP” stands for 

“Communities Responding to Poverty.” 

Over one hundred participants were in-

volved in the walk. 

 This walk was held to raise 

awareness of the hunger and those less 

fortunate in the local community. 

 "Everything went very well," 

CROP Walk committee Chairwoman 

Cheryl Weiser said. 

 One-hundred-and-eight walkers 

took part in this event, and there were nine 

participating churches. The total amount 

raised by the CROP Walk to date is 

$11,014.17. 

 The money that was raised will be 

donated to The Fleetwood Food Pantry, 

Topton Food Pantry, The Greater Berks 

Food Bank, and other international hunger 

relief efforts. 

 Five awards were given out at the 

event. The oldest walker award went to 

Marie Boyer, and the youngest walker 

award went to Sophie, who was three years 

old. The first time participating church 

award went to Zion Blue Mountain, and 

the Basket of Plenty award went to Maid-

encreek Church for donating the most 

money. St. Paul's UCC Fleetwood was 

awarded the Golden Sneaker for the great-

est number of walkers. 

 The weather was perfect for this 

year’s CROP walk, and all the walkers had 

a great time supporting a good cause. 

 

By Holly Wagner 

The CROP Walk Creates Hope for Others in the Fleetwood Community 
Community 

 With college application deadlines 
fast approaching, time is of the essence for 
the graduating class of 2012. 
 College visits and meetings with 
guidance counselors encompass the early 
part of many seniors’ years, but, when it 
comes down to the wire, the application 
process can be a daunting task for many. 
 Even before sending your first 
college application, a few necessary steps 
must be taken to ensure that all proper doc-
umentation is compiled. Students should 
review their transcripts with their guidance 
counselors and update all school activities 
before further progress can be made with 
the applications. A completed transcript 
request form, along with all the necessary 
materials needed for each application, 
should be attached and given to the guid-
ance office in order to be mailed before 
deadlines. 
 “Students need to give the guid-
ance office at least five days to process all 
transcript requests,” guidance counselor 
Amy Moyer said. “The seniors this year 
seem to be a little slower with getting appli-
cations into the office than previous years." 

 The Admissions Office at 
Kutztown University suggests that all in-
coming freshmen apply no later than De-
cember to be considered for the 2012 fall 
semester because students are admitted on a 
“space-available" basis. Kutztown’s checklist 
for admission includes the University appli-
cation, a $35.00 processing fee, official high 
school transcripts, SAT or ACT scores, 
along with any dual enrollment or AP test 
scores students may have. 
 West Chester University’s Office of 
Admissions accepts students on a rolling 
basis once completed applications are re-
ceived and processed. Applying to West 
Chester includes the admissions application, 
a $45.00 application fee, a personal state-
ment, official high school transcripts, and 
SAT or ACT scores. 
 The deadline to apply for fall and 
summer admission to Penn State University 
is November 30, and the best time to apply 
at Temple University is in the fall of your 
senior year for the school’s rolling admis-
sions. 

By Kelly Stumpf 

Deadline for College 
Apps Nearing Cutoff 
Academics 

 Social networking websites now appeal 
to 73% of high school students, or roughly three 
out of every four high school kids. 
 When the words “social networking” 
are brought up, most people immediately think 
of Facebook; however, Twitter is on the rise 
among students at Fleetwood. 
 More and more students are turning to 
Twitter to let everyone know what’s on their 
minds. Twitter involves writing “tweets” or status 
updates like any other social networking website. 
In addition, the user can add a hash tag (#) fol-
lowed by a topic having to do with the tweet. If 
the topic is trending, it will appear on a sidebar 
for other users to read. 
 One can also “follow” another person 
on Twitter. “Following” someone is basically 
Twitter’s way of a friend request. In order to read 
someone’s tweets, one must follow that user, and 
vice versa.  
 “I can say whatever I want, and the 
only people who read it are the people who fol-
low me,” senior Olivia Edwards said.  
 “It’s like a change to Facebook. It’s 
something new,” senior Matt McCammit said. 

 Many students feel as if Twitter is a 
good change, but there are some naysayers. 
 “There’s no purpose to twitter because 
nobody wants to know what you’re doing every 
minute of every day,” sophomore Jennifer Mikit-
ka said. 
 Now that it is becoming more and 
more common for cell phones to include Inter-
net functions, tweeting during school hours is 
becoming much more commonplace. Rather 
than passing notes or texting each other in class, 
students are tweeting one another. Although this 
is not good for their education, it truly shows the 
changes taking place in society. 
 All in all, whether school districts like 
it or not, their fellow classmates are tweeting 
more than ever. They’re doing it before school, in 
class, when they’re with their friends, and when-
ever they can get access to the Internet. 
 If Fleetwood Area High School is any 
indication, Twitter is well on its way to becoming 
the primary social networking website among 
high school students all around. 
 

By Kyle Flannery 

Twitter Keeps Gaining  
Momentum among Students 
Science/Technology 

ADVERTISEMENT 
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Will Inflicting Pain to Students Change 
Their Attitude Towards school? 
Editorial 

 Is corporal punishment the right 
way to get a point across? 
 According to a 2000 survey, cor-
poral punishment is widely approved by 
parents throughout the world. Corporal 
punishment is a form of physical punish-
ment that involves the deliberate infliction 
of pain as retribution to an offense. 
 There are still many countries, 
including states in the United States, that 
allow corporal punishment. In fact, corporal 
punishment is only outlawed in 29 coun-
tries. As for the United States, there are 20 
states that still allow this type of punish-
ment, with Mississippi being the state where 

corporal punishment is used the most. 
 “I'm not sure corporal punishment 
is always completely inappropriate, but it 
should have very carefully defined limita-
tions,” English teacher Zachary Houp said. 
 There are three types of corporal 
punishment: Judicial punishment is a type of 
physical punishment in prisons, school cor-
poral punishment involves punishment in 
schools, and domestic punishment is when a 
child gets physically punished at home. The 
most common type of punishment in the 
United States is known as the paddle, where 
students get hit with a paddle, usually on the 
buttocks. 

 “I am totally against corporal pun-
ishment. There are better ways around a 
problem than with physical pain," said 
Fleetwood Area High School principal Mi-
chael D. Antonio. When asked if he ever got 
hit when he was in school he admitted that 
he did, but altogether he saw no point in it. 
 Corporal punishment has been 
around since the medieval times, which may 
explain why schools have used it. Schools 
started using corporal punishment in the 
early 1600’s. 

By Jacob Lash 

Waddling Their Way in to Wildlife 
Environmental News 

 Conservation of wildlife is a topic 
frequently visited in today’s world, but cer-
tain species of animals are continually 
passed over, even as the numbers of the 
endangered and threatened continue to 
climb. Penguins, some of the most easily 
recognizable birds in the world, seem to fit 
perfectly into this category because of the 
lack of attention they receive compared to 
other animals. Their place in the food chain, 
for example, contributes exponentially to 
the need for conservation efforts to protect 
these majestic creatures. 
 Of the eighteen species of pen-
guins found around the world, thirteen are 
on the endangered or threatened list. Ac-
cording to the IUCN Red List of Threat-
ened Species, only five types of penguins are 
considered of little concern with regards to 
climate changes, pollution, and other haz-
ards in their environments. 
 To take a stand against these grow-
ing statistics, zoos in the area are providing 

various methods of supporting penguins 
against further harm. The Lehigh Valley 
Zoo has a program called “Adopt an Ani-
mal,” by which supporters can pay an annu-
al $50 fee to sponsor a 
penguin at the zoo, which 
helps to defer some of 
the maintenance costs 
caused by the animals. 
The zoo also runs a 
“Pennies for Penguins” 
program that gets chil-
dren involved in support-
ing the African Penguins 
as well as a “Penguin 
Pathway” program in 
which zoo supporters can 
donate $100 to personal-
ize a brick for the path-
way. 
 The Philadelphia 
Zoo runs an “Adopt an 
Animal” program in 

which people can choose to donate various 
levels of monetary support to receive special 
penguin-related gifts and even personal 
meet-and-greets with the adopted animal 

and its keeper. 
 The World 
Wildlife Fund also of-
fers adoptions of Em-
peror penguins and 
Emperor penguin 
chicks. The organiza-
tion claims that all do-
nations made to the 
fund will be used in 
general support of 
WWF’s efforts, and 83 
cents of each dollar 
donated will go toward 
conservation. 
 “Birds in gen-
eral are very important 
to the food chain,” 
Fleetwood High School 

biology teacher Karen Favata said. “Without 
a conservation of lower level animals like 
penguins, there could be a significant drop 
in the food chain.” 
 Favata also encourages students to 
watch the movie March of the Penguins to be-
come more familiar with how these birds 
live and function on a daily basis. 
 If conservation programs are not 
implemented and funding does not increase, 
the African, Erect-Crested, Galapagos, 
Northern Rockhopper, and Yellow-Eyed 
Penguins will soon be in a critical state and 
may even become extinct in the near future. 

By Kelly Stumpf 

Notice of Affiliation  

and Non-Representation 
The Tiger Times is a high school news 
journal that is produced using funds 
from The Fleetwood Area School Dis-
trict as well as club fundraisers. All 
subjects and topics appearing within 
The Tiger Times are self-selected by 
student reporters themselves; howev-
er, article suggestions are accepted 
from all students, staff, administration, 
and community members. Opinions 
and viewpoints stated in The Tiger 
Times are not necessarily the opinions 
and viewpoints of the Fleetwood Area 
School District, its administration, its 
faculty, the club advisor, or even the 
entirety of The Tiger Times staff. The 
Tiger Times is a public forum whose 
primary goal is to provide an outlet for 
student expression to The Fleetwood 
Area School District and its constituent 
communities. Viewpoints and opinions 
that are contrary to those appearing in 
The Tiger Times are welcomed, but 
they are not guaranteed publication 
except by approval from the student 
editors. Students who are not matricu-
lated in the Journalism course or who 
are not among the club’s roster are 
still eligible to submit content for the 
periodical. All articles and letters se-
lected for publication may be subject 
to editing for length and language con-
sistent with the style established by 
student editors of The Tiger Times. 
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