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 Driving is exciting for 
teens, and it teaches them im-
portant skills they will need to 
know the rest of their lives. Teens 
can start driving at 16, but many do 
not make an attempt until they are 
18. 
 Driving is fun and grants 
teenagers a unique freedom, but 
with that freedom comes great 
responsibility. 
 “All electronics should 
be off and away when teens are 
driving,” English teacher Andrew 
Good said. 
 Each year over 3,000 
teens are killed in car accidents. 
That is approximately 18 teenagers 
a day. 
 “They should be more 
responsible, pay attention, and take 
more time to practice,” ninth grad-
er Jordan Reader said. 
 Teenagers are allotted six 
months of practice before they can take their 
driver’s test for their license. That is not a lot 
of time for teenagers to get the responsibility 
they need to start driving. 
 Driving is a privilege, and teens 
should not take advantage of it. Having teens 
on the streets is scary for most parents. Teens 

are more likely to get into a crash than older, 
more experienced drivers. 
 “Teens should drive, and you have 
to learn at some point. The training regula-
tions require one to be much more experi-
enced than when I started driving,” science 
teacher Erin Follweiler said. 

 Driving at night is the most danger-
ous time for teens. Having friends in the car is 
also a huge factor in teen car accidents. 
 “Teens should be careful driving and 
understand the responsibility of their actions,” 
substitute Brad Luckenbill said. 

By  Emily Moyer 

Driving Safety a Constant Issue for Teens 
Transportation 

 If you have not realized this already, 
Fleetwood Area High School's day has been 
moved up by five minutes. 
 Students seem to be overly harsh on 
the change in schedule for the Fleetwood Area 
High School. The school day used to start at 
7:30 a.m., Eastern Standard Time, but it now 
starts 7:25 a.m., Eastern Standard Time. 
 Arne Duncan, U.S. Education Secre-
tary, thinks that school leaders should begin 
school later in the morning because students 
get more sleep when they do not wake up so 

early for school. 
 Fleetwood is one of the earliest 
schools to open in Berks County. Reading 
High school starts at 8:05 a.m. Antietam Mid-
dle-Senior High School used to start at 7:45 
a.m., but it has been changed to 7:30 a.m. All 
of these schools changing their starting times 
to an earlier time is not as good as expected. 
 “Studies show that students who 
sleep for a longer time get into fewer vehicle 
accidents, show better judgment, and do better 
on tests,” Robert J. Cappa said in a Reading 

Eagle article. 
 ”A person's sleeping schedule is 
adaptable,” English teacher Zachary Houp 
said. "If students aren't getting enough sleep 
because the day starts so early, then they need 
to go to bed earlier. Forcing a later start be-
cause students are unwilling to make small 
sacrifices for education is a step in the wrong 
direction." 
 

By Levi Gieringer 

Earlier Start Startles Students 
School 

 Walking Tacos, a new invention, 
consist of a bag of any 
select kind of chip cus-
tomers want with taco 
meat and any topping 
for a taco that a per-
son chooses. It makes 
for a good fundraiser 
activity. 
 This is 
something from which 
Coach Matthew Kellet 
(Fleetwood Girls' Bas-
ketball Coach) hopes 
his team can profit. He 
started a new fundraiser 
called Walking Taco 
Wednesdays, or WTW 
for short. 

 The Walking Taco Wednesdays will 
be held three times be-

fore the girls 
start their sea-
son in January. 
The first two 
were held on 
10/16 and 
11/13, and the 
next will be 
12/6 in the 
Fleetwood Area 
High School cafe-
teria. 
 They will 

be using the 
money that they 
raise to help out 

the girls’ basketball 

team. 
 “It’s a great idea,” sophomore 
Brooke Schaeffer said. “It’s a great way to 
raise money for a good cause.” 
 Coach Kellet and some players help 
with the process and usually have a good 
showing for this event. 
 “It’s a great way to get people to buy 
into the program,” junior Cyre Virgo said. “I 
think it’s a great idea. When coach brought up 
the idea, we all thought it was a good one.” 
 As people walk by the stand, if they 
have money on them, they can pick up a walk-
ing taco as they pass along. 
 Coach Kellet is trying to start a 
trend with Walking Taco Wednesdays. It can 
only lead for good things to come. 
 

By Zach Koenig 

Walking Taco Wednesdays Feed Fleetwood 

School 



Page TwoPage Two  December 2013December 2013  

 

 There is a new face in the Fleetwood 
Area High School staff. Mrs. Linda Mis-
terkiewicz  is the new temporary principal. 
 Misterkiewicz  came out of retire-
ment to keep the school up and running while 
the search for a permanent principal ensued. 
 Misterkiewicz  has a lot of experience 
in a school atmosphere. Before she entered 
retirement, she was the coordinator of student 
services in the Exeter Township School Dis-
trict. 
 She attended Seton Hill College, now 
a university, with an undergraduate major in 
history and a graduate degree in education and 
principal certification. 
 Though she may not have the time 
and opportunity to make an impression on all 
of the Fleetwood Area High School popula-
tion, she has still introduced herself to most of 
the staff and students. 
 Assistant Principal Thomas Salpino 
has confidence in Misterkiewicz ’s skill at being 
a principal. Fleetwood students have supported 
this time of transition, and Salpino is very ap-
preciative. 
 “It is times like these when a school 
community comes together that we are able to 
best experience a positive sense of teamwork,” 
Salpino said.  
 Salpino is proud of how welcoming 
Fleetwood Area High School has been to Mis-

terkiewicz . 
 Because of her temporary status, the 
way she handles the role of principal differs a 
bit from the way Mr. DeAntonio did. Mis-
terkiewicz  does not want to mess with the 
“status quo,” as she calls it. 
 Perhaps the main difference Salpino 
noticed between Misterkiewicz  and DeAnto-
nio is the professional football team they sup-
port. Misterkiewicz  is for the Pittsburgh Steel-
ers, while DeAntonio rooted for the Baltimore 
Ravens. 
 Misterkiewicz  has been seen sitting 
in on different classes each day. She wants to 
observe the students and teachers so she can 
make recommendations to administration that 
could improve the school as a whole. 
 And she has been enjoying herself so 
far because of the Fleetwood students. 
 In fact, her favorite part of being a 
principal is seeing the changes in students as 
they grow from freshmen into seniors. She 
loves hearing from past students. 
 New principal Stephen Herman will 
commence his duties on 17 December, with 
Misterkiewicz departing a few days later on the 
twentieth. 
 
 

By Holly Wagner 

Interim Principal Transitions Nicely 

Profile  

 The battle of Gettysburg was fought 
during the first three days of July during the 
year of 1863. Every part of the town was dev-
astated, and every building was used to house 
soldiers during the battle. The battle resulted in 
Lee’s retreat to Virginia, and it ended the 
hopes of the Confederacy to win the war. 
The ninth grade class recently visited Gettys-
burg and the museum nearby. The two chaper-
ons on the trip were history teachers Edward 
Carr and Todd Weiss. 
 “The biggest issue during the field 
trip was the rain,” Carr said. ”The biggest role 
the rain played was that we couldn’t get off the 
bus. I believe the rain took away some of the 
enjoyment for the students. We got to drive 
through the town because of the highway, but 
some spots were closed because of the govern-
ment shutdown. So, the students weren’t able 
to see anything. We got to go to the museum 
because it is independently run, and I believe it 
went really well. It was also during the first 
part of the day. First, we watched a fifteen to 
twenty-
minute 
video 
about 
Gettys-
burg. 
Then 
we got 
to see 
the 
cyclo-
rama, 
which 
is a big 
detailed 
paint-
ing of 
the 
field. 
When 
you 
look at it, it looks like you’re on the field, and 
there’s also a story that goes along with it. The 
museum is also where they got to look at all 
the artifacts.” 
 “It was disappointing that we didn’t 

get to go off the bus because of the rain, but 
the museum was really interesting,” Freshman 
Samantha Evans said. 
 “The rain made it really [unpleasant], 
and, to be honest, I slept some of the trip,” 
freshman Anne Grayek said. 
 “The students got to go on a scaven-
ger hunt while they were at the visitor center,” 
Weiss said. ”I believe it kept the students busy, 
and also the students were made to read about 
some of the artifacts instead of just walking 
around. It was very interactive, but the new 
center doesn’t have as many artifacts as the last 
one. In front of the cyclorama, there were real 
cannons. The shutdown prohibited them from 
going to Little Round Top and Devil’s Den. 
Some of the monuments at the battle area 
were put up shortly after the battle. The mon-
uments are close in proximity to where the 
battles happened, but they aren’t totally in the 
accurate spots. The guides were really friendly 
and were on the bus for about an hour and a 
half; they were also really knowledgeable. I 

think the 
students 
really en-
joyed look-
ing at the 
spots where 
cannons 
and bullets 
hit the 
buildings. 
The battle is 
also cele-
brating the 
150th anni-
versary this 
year, and it 
was consid-
ered the 
bloodiest 
battle of the 
war.” 

 “I liked the museum the most be-
cause the one letter the soldier wrote was really 
touching,” freshman Elyse Swider said. 
 

By Reneé Gerhart 

Ninth Graders Visit Gettysburg 
School 

 Injuries from sports are definitely a 
disadvantage and can lead to serious issues. 
Throughout Berks County, the majority of 
injuries are found in football because of the 
high level of contact. 
 “Although football produces the 
most injuries, it is not always the sport with the 
highest percentage of injuries per number of 
participants,” Mr. Moyer, trainer from Wilson 
Area School District, said. 
 The trainer from Wilson reported 
that the worst injury he has dealt with was a 
brain aneurysm. This occurred after the stu-
dent received numerous head traumas without 
reporting them. This student needed to have 
an emergency surgery followed by many ses-
sions of therapy. 
 Giving players and 
parents the news that they are 
not able to finish their season 
is never easy. On the Fleet-
wood Area Football team, 
there have been numerous 
injuries. A few of them have 
been a broken shoulder, a 
broken leg, concussions, and a 
sprained back. 
 “Being injured isn’t 
fun. All I want to do is play 
football, and not being able to 
stresses me out and makes 
everything much harder!” jun-

ior Tyler Emge said. 
 The Fleetwood boys’ soccer team 
has also had a few injuries. Three of the inju-
ries reported have been turf toe and a strained 
hamstring/quad. 
 The Reading Hospital Medicine 
Group Sports Medicine Center has certified 
Athletic Trainers. There are many rehabilita-
tion services, such as Athletic Training Ser-
vices, Physical Therapy, Work Related Injuries, 
Back Pain support, Braces and Splints, and 
many more. 
 “I broke my ankle during a basketball 
game in 8th grade,” junior Matt Hook said. 
 

By Mia Nowotarski 

Fleetwood Deals with Sports Injuries 

Sports 

 Every day, the average teenager 
sends over 60 texts per day and spends an 
average of three hours on the computer. Many 
teens believe their lives revolve around tech-
nology and popular social media sites, such as 
Facebook, Twitter, and Tumblr. 
 But all of this is being monitored by 
the United States Government, which searches 
for crimes that have been committed and acts 
of so-called “terrorism”. This raises the ques-
tion of whether Americans are being too close-
ly watched by controlling forces. 
 “No, I don’t think that we are. The 
Government does it for a reason; to keep us 
safe. They aren’t like high school girls trying to 
butt into your business. When you look at 
problems in high school, most of them stem 
from technology, so if they were able to moni-
tor a little more or better, maybe the suicide 
rate might go down, which would always be a 
good thing,” science teacher Todd Dreisbach 
said. 
 Also, many citizens believe that with 
the new Apple iPhone 5, which requires its 
owner's fingerprint to unlock, the government 
will have an increased database of human fin-
gerprints. 
 Many people who scream from the 
rooftops that the government is “snooping 
where they should never have been” state that 
it is against their first amendment rights: The 
Right to Free Speech. But government surveil-
lance does not breech this boundary because 
the Miranda rights state that, “Anything you 
say can and will be used against you in a court 
of law.” Officers are following every constitu-
tional law to the letter, and people still argue 
about what really is the law. 
 “They shouldn’t be able to go 
through my stuff. I mean, it is mine and not 

theirs. They should butt out of my business,” 
junior Tyler McGee said. 
 According to the contract the school 
issues every year--one that McGee signed--
school officials have the right to go through 
his locker at any time because they are the 
board-approved locker custodians. They have 
the same right to go through any gym locker 
they wish. 
 Students may have their own locks 
on their gym lockers. If the school is to re-
move it, they will first ask the student to re-
move it. If the student is not there, or they 
refuse, the school has the right to remove the 
lock by force, including using bolt cutters. If 
the search does turn out to be negative, the 
school is liable for the cost of the lock. 
 The Obama administration recently 
stated they plan on reducing the ability for the 
NSA to continuously view private browsing 
sessions of the Internet, as well as private store 
cameras, which are licensed to the store or a 
private security company. Many are happy with 
the reduction in the NSA's reign, but what will 
it mean for security in our country? 
 In September of 2012, according to a 
news article published by Catherine Wilson 
from ABC news, a 15-year-old boy was caught 
hacking into the NASA program as well as the 
defense database. He was able to download 
$1.7 million in software, which is used to run 
the International Space Station’s humidity, 
oxygen, and gravitational levels. He received a 
six-month jail sentence, but his name was with-
held because he was a juvenile. 
 Could this have been stopped if there 
had been a closer eye kept on websites such as 
Facebook, or any other social network? 
 

By Christopher Russo 

Americans under a Watchful Eye 
Technology 

Wikipedia 



Page ThreePage Three  December 2013December 2013  

 

 On 1 October 2013, the govern-
ment of the United States of America had its 
first partial shutdown due to a non-
scandalized political disagreement. But how 
has this affected 
the people of 
the United 
States financial-
ly? 
 When 
the government 
did shutdown, 
over 800,000 
governmental 
workers had to 
cease working 
until the shut-
down was lifted, or until they receive the 
notice that they had been laid off due to the 
new budget cuts. This is more people than 
the combined workforces of the McDonald 

fast food industry and the Target corporation 
combined! 
 If those 800,000 workers were, just 
as an example, to be paid minimum wage for 

an 8 hour day, that equals $46,400,000 
per day that is not paid to these work-
ers. 
 The average congressman 
makes about $174,000 annually. If this 
number is broken down, it equals 
$476.71 per day. The average senator 
makes about $168,000 per year, com-
prising about $460.27 per day. Mean-
while, the average American makes 
about $50,000 per year, equally $136.98 
per day. 
 But how is the rest of the 

United States affected by just others losing 
their jobs? 
 The stock market dropped almost 6 
points in the popular stocks, according to the 

New York Stock Exchange. Also, the travel 
industry lost close to $7,000,000 due to the 
multiple monument closures, as well as na-
tional park closures. 
 Some of the parks were able to 
remain open because they could support 
themselves financially until the government 
reopened, or until they officially ran out of 
their funds. 
 Many Americans were aware of 
such changes, and the shutdown also de-
creased the amount of tourism coming into 
the country, according to both South West 
Airlines as well as North West Airlines. 
 The families of military members 
who died in Iraq and Afghanistan were not 
able to afford to bury their children, all of 
whom were willing to risk their lives for the 
country that would not reimburse them. 
 

By Christopher Russo 

American Shutdown: When It All Comes Crumbling Down... 
Politics  

 A drone is a remotely controlled 
military device. They are becoming more 
popular to in modern warfare because it 
does not require the use of a human in the 
drone for it to operate. Drone strikes and 
complete missions can be launched from 
someone simply sitting on his or her couch, 
basically. 
 The technology also represents a 
high risk factor if the intelligence falls into 
the wrong set of hands. Attacks could be 
launched on a country just to start havoc 
and take innocent lives. 
 For this case, the U.S. has come to 
an agreement with Pakistan to have no more 
drone strikes on their country. These drone 
strikes happen so fast and effortlessly that 
Americans do not even hear about them in 
the news. 
 The U.S. has its reasons to keep an 
eye on Pakistan, as there are many anti-U.S. 
protests that occur there, warranting Ameri-
can military supervision. 
 A drone is not just a device for 
war. It can be used to fly in other countries 
and take photos and video of what is going 
on. Drones represent the future of not only 
warfare but intelligence-acquisition as well. 
 Using a drone is more efficient 
than using actual troops. It eliminates the 
need for ground troops to step on enemy 
soil, saving lives and getting the job done in 
a quick and orderly fashion. 
 The U.S. has been using drone 
strikes against Pakistan for the last couple of 
months. The number of drone strikes has 
gone down significantly. This makes us be-
lieve that the number of drone strikes will 
diminish or end for the foreseeable future. 
 

By Zachary Koenig 

U.S. Reaches 
Drone Agreement 
with Pakistan 

Military  

 In May of 2007, three-year-old 
Madeleine McCann went missing from Praia 
da Luz in the Algarve, Portugal. This case 
was just reopened recently by Portuguese 
police. 
 “It is horrible. I’m glad they re-
opened it,” assistant teacher Kyle 
Yasembousky said. 
 On Thursday, 3 May 2007, at 
8:30pm, Kate and Gerry McCann, Made-
leine’s parents, left their apartment to have 
dinner without their children. At 9:05 p.m., 
Gerry went back to the apartment to check 
on the children. An hour later, a man was 
spotted with a child in pajamas heading to-
wards the ocean. This also happened to be 
the time Kate realized her child had gone 
missing. 
 Recently this week, officers found a 
man who they think could be the possible 
suspect. This man was supposedly seen 
around this time carrying a child. He fit the 
description of a 40-to-45-year-old man. The 
other suspect is said to be anywhere from 25
-30 years old. 
 There are also speculations that the 
parents were involved with kidnapping. 
 Hopefully with the police reopen-
ing the case, the child will be found. 
 “They need to find justice for the 
little girl,” science teacher Erin Foweiller 
said. 
 

By Mia Nowotarski 

Missing Girl 
Case Re-opened  
Cops & Courts  

 “I’m happy with my decision and I 
feel great,” Allen Iverson said on his retire-
ment. 
 Iverson was one of the smaller 
point guards in the NBA, at six foot even. He 
was born on 7 June 1975, in Hampton, Vir-
ginia. He went to Bethel High School and 
played football and basketball. He won the 
Associated Press High School Player of the 
Year Award in both sports. He also won 
AAA state titles in both sports. 
 He chose to go to Georgetown for 
two years to play basketball. In both years, he 
won Big East Defensive Player of the Year. 
He averaged about twenty-three points per 
game in college. 
 He was picked number one in the 
1996 NBA draft by the Philadelphia 76ers. 
He later won Rookie of the Year for 1996-
1997. 
In his rookie season, Iverson crossed over 
one of the best players ever, Michael Jordan. 
It was in Philly where he crossed over Jordan 
and then sank the shot. The fans went nuts. 

 “He made that Philly team. He is 
one of the best point guards ever. He made 
fans come to see him. He has one of the best 
cross overs ever,” senior Sean Gisler said. 

 He was one of the first guys to play 
with the cornrows and tattoos. He is a trend 
setter in that regard, as many players now 
sport similar hair styles and tattoos. 
 Iverson is an eleven time all-star 
and won the league MVP in 2001 and 2005. 
He won the NBA scoring title four times. 
That is when a player averages the most PPG 
(points per game) in a season. 

 He also led the 76ers to the NBA 
finals in 2001 vs. the Lakers. He had one of 
the best games of his career in game one. 
That is the only game the Sixers won that 
series. He crossed over Tyronn Lue, who fell; 
Iverson then hit a three and stepped over 
Tyronn on the ground right in front of the 
Lakers' bench. 
 He played for four teams in his 
career: Philadelphia, Memphis, Detroit and 
Denver. He averaged 26.7 PPG in the regular 
season, which is nineteenth for all time. He 
totaled 24,368 points. He averaged 29.7 PPG 
in the playoffs, behind only Michael Jordan. 
 ESPN rated him fifth greatest 
shooting guard ever. He is one of the four 
greatest Sixers ever. 
 “I’m going to always be a Sixer til I 
die,” Iverson said upon retiring. 
 He gets his number three retired on 
1 March 2014, when the Sixers play Washing-
ton.8 
 

By Nathan Mayer 

Iverson Decides on Retirement  
Sports  

12 Years a Slave Rivets Spectators 

Review 

 Slavery is always a sensitive topic in 
film. The peculiar institution has either been 
romanticized, such as in Gone with the Wind, 
or used as a backdrop and sidestepped to tell a 
different story, such as last year’s Django Un-
chained. Few films have grappled with it as 
directly and brutally as this year’s 12 Years a 
Slave. 
 Helmed by British director Steve 
McQueen, the film tells the true story of Solo-
mon Northup (Chiwetel Ejiofor), a free black 
man whose comfortable life as a violinist in 
upstate New York is shattered when he is 
kidnapped and sold into slavery. The film is 
based on his memoir of the same name. 
 Throughout the film, Solomon’s 
hardships are depicted bluntly through 
McQueen’s gripping formalism. The norm in 
Hollywood films as of late is to shoot scenes 
using a shaky camera and frequent close ups. 
McQueen eschews this formula by framing 
each shot precisely, many times from medium 
range, and holding it for an often grueling 
amount of time. His aesthetic rigidness is a 
perfect match for the story being told. 
 McQueen’s previous films have also 
dealt with the psychological effect that takes 
place on those living under oppressive forces. 
His debut feature-length film Hunger (2008) 
focused on Bobby Sands, the notorious Irish 
prisoner who led a hunger strike to protest 
poor conditions in a British prison. Both films 
deal with the effects of physical trauma, indi-
viduals against a corrupted system, mental and 
physical imprisonment, and racism. 
 Race is obviously a major topic in 12 

Years a Slave, as it should be. Solomon North-
up is a relatable character to modern-day view-
ers as well. He is an educated man whose free-
dom is suddenly snatched from him, so the 
audience is with him as he experiences life as a 
slave for the first time. 
 The entire setting and visual design 
is astounding. This is a film that transfers a 
21st century audience to the 1840s, quite real-
istically, allowing viewers to absorb the sheer 
misery of life on the plantation. Impeccable 
period costumes with realistic buildings and 
cotton fields denote mindless labor for slaves 
and lucrative profit for the masters. The dia-
logue is also rooted in period linguistics but is 
never too hard to understand for modern 
viewers. 
 By the second act of the film, North-
up winds up under the grip of Edwin Epps 
(Michael Fassbender), a ruthless plantation 
owner. Here the film expands its outlook from 
the individual struggle of Northup to a wider 
view of slavery, religion, and the warped mind-
set of the white plantation owners who fre-
quently used the latter to justify the former. 
 Epps sites a passage in the Bible that 
states a man has the right to his property as a 
way of justifying his savage treatment of 
slaves. Northup’s enduring humanity, evoked 
memorably in a scene where he asserts his 
refusal to fall into mental despair despite his 
physical condition, proves a foil to Epps’ sin-
gle minded view that slaves are nothing more 
than property. 
 Northup is a perfect protagonist 
representing the American dream spun on its 

head. Movies have shown rags to riches, self-
made men stories, but never a riches to rags 
story of someone whose circumstances change 
so radically so quickly from a comfortable life 
to barely a life at all. This perversion of the 
American spirit makes 12 Years a Slave all the 
more powerful. 
 The acting throughout is tremen-
dous from this first-rate cast. Chiwetel Ejiofor 
is mesmerizing as Northup, and Fassbender 
frightening as Epps. The supporting cast is full 
of familiar white faces, such as Benedict Cum-
berbatch, Paul Dano, Brad Pitt, and Paul 
Giamatti. Lupita Nyong'o gives a sympathetic 
performance as a viscously abused slave girl. 
 The title of 12 Years a Slave is a 
spoiler because it predicts the amount of time 
before Northup gains his freedom, but the 
audience is still engaged until the very end in 
Solomon’s plight. He is a compelling charac-
ter, and, by the end, several audience members 
were in tears because of what they witnessed. 
 The most tragic elements of 12 
Years a Slave is that there are no easy answers 
to slavery and no convenient targets to over-
simplify things. In last year’s Django Un-
chained, the house of a plantation owner is 
literally blown up, concluding a stylized re-
venge fantasy that used the institution of slav-
ery as merely a plot device. The stakes are 
considerably higher in 12 Years a Slave, as the 
evil plantation owner Epps is presented as a 
product of his environment and not just a one 
note villain. 
 

By Daniel Norton 
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 Carbon County Jail is a two-story 
historic jail in Jim Thorpe, Pennsylvania. This 
jail was built in 1871 
and was used until 
1995. This jail is now 
open for tours and 
ghost tours to guests 
of this historic town. 
It has approximately 
seventy-two rooms 
and contains twenty-
seven cells, plus a 
dungeon in the base-
ment.  
 The warden 
lived on the top floor. 
His quarters included 
a bedroom, family 
room, and a bath-
room. The bathroom was connected right to 
the women’s jail cells; ergo, there was a guard 
sitting on the windowsill of the family bath-
room at all times to keep an eye on the impris-
oned women. 
 The door connecting was wooden 
with a screen door on the inside. When the 
family would be in the bathroom, the guard 
would open the door and keep a watchful eye 
on all of the women. This was to make sure 
they remained where they were and did not 
disturb the warden’s family. The second floor 
contains 27 cells with nothing more than two 

beds, a toilet, a sink, and a cabinet. Most of the 
time, two people were living in one cell de-

pending on how crowded it got. At 
most, they had twelve people in one 
cell.  
 During lunch time, they 
would bend down to a tiny window 
and tell the person their name and cell 
number, and then they would receive a 
meal and one spoon. If the spoon was 
not returned to the window after 
lunch, the jail would go on lockdown 
until it was found or returned to the 
kitchen.  
 The dungeon in the base-
ment was for people in solitary con-
finement. The dungeon included no 
windows, very little light, and thick 
stone walls with metal doors.  

 People visiting the jail are only al-
lowed down in the dungeon for no more than 
three minutes, and they strictly enforce that 
rule. Visitors have only the time their tour 
guide is talking to take pictures. 
 This jail was eventually home to the 
Molly Maguires, who were Irish labor workers. 
This name should be familiar to eleventh grade 
AP American History students who studied 
the influx of Irish immigrants during the mid-
1800s. During this time period, people worked 
in coal mines for their families. If a man would 
die on the job, his remains were placed into a 

box and sent to the wife’s doorstep to show 
the women their husband was dead. She would 
have three days to find a replacement, and if 
she did not find a replacement, she was taken 
out of her house and thrown on the street.  
 In the coal mines, a bunch of men 
started dying, and a spy was sent in to work 
with the men for a certain amount of days to 
see who was committing these murders. When 
the time was up, 
the spy had noth-
ing, so he blamed it 
on twenty men 
who kept to them-
selves and did not 
speak to anyone 
else but them-
selves. Seven of the 
twenty men were 
sent to Carbon 
County Jail, where 
they had trial and 
were immediately 
considered guilty.  
 They 
were hung four at a 
time. When it was 
time for the last man to be hung, he tried 
pleading his innocence one more time to the 
warden. The warden laughed and told him to 
get out of his cell. 
 This man, named Alexander Camp-

bell, stuck his hand in the dirt and placed it on 
the wall of his cell. He said that his hand print 
shall remain there to prove his innocence. The 
warden took him out and hung him. 
 Later he had someone clean the wall, 
and the next prisoner moved into that cell. A 
few days later, the new prisoner complained 
about the hand print still being there, so they 
cleaned it again and again. Finally, they re-

moved part of the wall and replaced it, 
yet the hand print came back.  
 People of Jim Thorpe 
thought the warden kept putting the 
hand print up to keep the legend go-
ing. Scientists came to test the hand 
print to confirm whether it was the 
warden’s or not, but they could not 
find any trace of DNA.  
 The only thing that was 
picked up in the test were several lay-
ers of paint trying to cover it. What 
visitors see in cell seventeen is techni-
cally nonexistent to the scientific 
world. In 1995, Tom McBride and his 
wife bought the jail and decided to 
open it for tours to keep the stories 
alive and fresh. Visitors can see for 

themselves a piece of American history and 
keep the spirit of the Molly Maguires alive. 
 

By Kelsey Steiner 

Carbon County Jail Reignites Ghost Story 
Profile  

 

 Brody Cargen is a Junior at Fleet-
wood Area High School. He is known by his 
friends for having an offbeat and bizarre 
sense of humor. 
 “He is a great kid and one of the 
funniest people I know,” junior Gary Gabri-
el said. 
 Cargen does not have any life goals 
at the moment, although he says he wants to 
be a special ed teacher and attend Harvard 
when he is older. 
 During his free time, Brody enjoys 
playing with his dog. He is a German shep-

herd named Jack. 
 Currently, Cargen does not play 
any sports. He played for the 
Fleetwood Area middle school 
team in seventh and eighth 
grade. 
 “He played well at 
soccer and tried hard,” junior 
Michael Osenbach said. 
 Brody played defense 
and forward. 
 Some of the people 
with whom Cargen played 

were Nate Mayer, Joe Kinek and Mitch 
Kinek. They played soccer together ever 

since they were kids. 
 “He played good 
defense and was a fast run-
ner,” junior Joe Kinek said. 
 “He did well and 
tried his best,” junior Nate 
Mayer said. 
 “He is a good friend 
and tried when he played 
soccer,” Junior Mitch Kinek 
said. 

 Cargen likes to make his friends 
laugh and tries to have fun for the rest of 
the school year at Fleetwood. 
 “He is a great friend and is always 
there to make me laugh,” Junior Ryan Gantz 
said. 
 “No comment,” history teacher 
Paul Kochanasz added. 
 "Brody’s such a dandy son of 
mine. He’s exceeded my expectations more 
than once,” Brody’s father James Cargen 
said. 

By Emily Moyer 

Friends Reflect on Brody’s Middle School Soccer Career 
Profile  

“The Eagles because they’re the clos-
est team.” --Senior Max Fretz 

“I like the Steelers be-
cause of the colors.” --
Senior Cory Campbell 

“Giants. They were the first 
football game I watched.” --
Sophomore Jensen Sievert 

“I like the Cowboys 
because they’re 
America's Team.” --
Junior Piper Brown 

“Steelers, because that’s the first 
team that my dad mentioned to 
me.” --Junior Shaq Cobb 

“I like the Eagles because they’re from 
the hometown.” --Junior Joe Kinek 

“I don't have one because I 
don't watch football.” --Senior 
defensive tackle Antonio 
Goode 

“Cowboys, because they’re Ameri-
ca's team.” --Senior Maddie Bossler 

“Saints, because I have 
liked them my whole life.” 
--Sophomore Sam Lerch 

Now that football season is in full swing... 

What Is Your Favorite Football Team and Why? 

By Zachary Koenig 


