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 The Students-of-the-Month for 
October are Christina Rudderow and Kyle 
Keirstead. 
Christina Rudderow has five siblings and is 
the daughter of Claudia and Joe Rudderow. 
 Rudderow’s future plans include 
going to hygiene school and then to dental 
school.  She is involved in Relay for Life, 
National Honor Society, National Technical 
Honor Society, and Health Occupations 

Students of America. Her favorite school 
subject is science. Rudderow plays tennis for 
Fleetwood.  During college, Christina looks 
forward to new experiences in a different 
city the most. 
 Kyle Keirstead is the son of Bill 
and Anne-Marie Keirstead. He has one old-
er sister. In his spare time, Keirstead enjoys 
playing sports, coding, and biking. 
Keirstead’s future plans include attending 

college to mJor in computer science. 
Keirstud participates in Orchestra, String 
Ensemble, Artifact, Science Olympiad, Relay for 
Life, and Computer Club. 
 Keirstead’s favorite subject is 
math, and he plays for the school’s soccer 
and tennis teams. 

By Anna Koehle 

Keirstead and Rudderow Recognized 
as Students of  the Month for October   
School  

 Ever wonder what 
you are actually eating while 
you are eating it? Many peo-
ple don’t think about it at all, 
and some try not to think about 
it. 
 At McDonald’s, 
people often don’t know 
what they are putting in their 
bodies. Commercials claim it 
is all white meat in their 
chicken nuggets, real angus 
beef in their burgers, fresh 
oil for their fries, and real 
organic eggs for their break-
fast sandwiches. 

If someone has 
seen the movie ‘Supersize 
Me,’ then he or she has wit-
nessed what is in that food 
and what can happen to his 
or her body over just a short 
period of time from eating the food. 

If you haven’t seen the movie, it is 
about a man who eats McDonald’s every 
day for one month and had kidney failure 
and many other problems due to the food 
he ate.  And, remember, that was only for 
one month. Some people eat McDonald’s all 

the time--for breakfast, lunch, and dinner. 
The movie is actual proof that the 

food can cause tons of problems for the 
body, such as clogged arteries, kidney fail-
ure, and even some bad cases of heart dis-
ease. All of this comes from one chain of 
fast food restaurants and doesn’t exculpate 

their competitors.. 
The worst part is some people 
know exactly what is in the 
food, yet they continue to eat 
the product. 
“I love the fries and chicken 
nuggets--Ba Da Ba Ba Ba,” 
English teacher Mrs. Wilkinson 
sang. 
 According to 
www.cnbc.com, McDonald’s 
chicken nuggets are a “pinkish” 
slime before they are made to 
order. Most of that slime is 
made up of  mostly chicken 
beaks. 
                 The website 
www.care2.com claims that the 
burgers are also made from this 
pink slime. 
                    Most fast-food 
places do the same thing as 

McDonald’s, but McDonald’s has experi-
enced the worst backlash because they have 
been doing it for so long. 
                    The images on the websites 
above might be all the evidence you need.  

By Nathan Mercuri 

What is Ronald McDonald Feeding You? 
Health/Medicine 
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The Fleetwood football season is 
coming to an end, and this is a disappoint-
ment to the whole team. It was a rough year 
for Fleetwood football, as they only have 
one win coming into the last two games of 
the season. 

With a new quarterback, it is tough 
to come right into the season and expect for 
the season to start off amazing. For Trevor 
Koenig, it was difficult to jump into a new 
position randomly. He has made a fast 
change and is fitting into the role nicely. 
Fleetwood beat Schuylkill Valley early in the 
season with a score of 20-14. It was a very 
close game as it came down to one second 
on the clock, with Schuylkill Valley in the 
red zone. The defense came up strong and 
held SV’s offense to capture the win. 

 There have been some very close 
games this season as they fell short to Read-
ing by one point in overtime. Daniel Boone 
was also very close, as they fell short one 
point as well. To  Eastern Lebanon County, 
they lost by three points. 
 Fleetwood’s last two games are 
against Governor Mifflin and Kutztown. 
Mifflin will be a very tough team to beat this 
year, as they are playing well. Kutztown isn’t 
as good as Mifflin, but it will be a close 
game. 
 Fleetwood football has not lost to 
Kutztown in a long time, and they look to 
continue the streak this year by beating them 
at home. The rivalry between the two has 
been going on ever since the teams started, 
and it’s a very important game to which 

everyone in Fleetwood 
generally looks forward. 
 Kutztown is 
having a much better 
season than the past 
couple of years, actually 
winning games this time 
around. The competi-
tion might be more 
difficult, and it might be 
a closer game accord-
ingly. The team still 
hopes to win and keep 
the streak alive. 
 
 

By McKenah Rapposelli  

 

The NFL has been a rollercoaster 
of a season for 2016-2017 so far. As many 
of the NFL fans predicted, the New Eng-
land Patriots are at the top of 
the league with a record of 7-
1 despite Tom Brady’s four-
game suspension. At the oth-
er end of the spectrum, The 
Cleveland Browns are at the 
bottom of the league with a 
record of 0-8. 

There are also some 
surprises that accompany 
these usual occurrences. The 
Carolina Panthers, who are 
coming off an almost perfect 
season in which they lost a 
single game in the regular 
season and a single game in 
Super Bowl 50, are 2-5 at the 
bottom of their division. 

The Indianapolis Colts are having 
yet another disappointing season after many 
fans of the organization had high hopes for 
this year. They sit 3-5, at the bottom of their 
division with the Jacksonville Jaguars. 

In the NFC East, the Philadelphia 
Eagles and the Dallas Cowboys both debut-

ed rookie quarterbacks. Both quarterbacks 
are having stellar seasons as of now. Ac-
cording to ESPN, Carson Wentz of the Ea-

gles has thrown for over 1500 yards and 
nine touchdowns. His longest pass was a 
bomb to shifty running back Darren 
Sproles. 

“Carson Wentz is doing very well 
for a rookie. I attribute his success to his 
photographic memory,” English teacher Ms. 
Debra Mahnken said. 

This helps Wentz remember all the 
plays and the schemes that defenses run, and 
that is why he excels at his game. 

“On the Dallas Cowboys, Dak 
Prescott has thrown for over 1700 yards and 
matches Carson Wentz’s touchdowns with 
nine. The New York Giants are in second 
place with a record of 4-3. The Giants are 
not doing very well this year, and I think the 
reason is the way Odell Beckham Jr. has 
played this season. He has not performed up 

to my expectations,” senior Edgar Cruz said. 
 In the NFC North, The 

Green Bay Packers and The Minnesota Vi-
kings are clashing for the 
first place position. The 
Packers have a record of 
4-3, and The Vikings 
have a record of 5-2. 
 There have 
been some very impres-
sive standout players this 
half of the season. Matt 
Ryan of the Falcons 
leads the league with 
2980 yards of passing. 
Ezekiel Elliot of the 
Dallas Cowboys leads 
the league in rushing 
yards with 799. Julio 
Jones of the Atlanta 

Falcons leads the league with 970 yards re-
ceiving. Zach Brown of the Buffalo Bills 
leads the league with 87 combined tackles.  

 

 By Mina Isaac 

Rough Season for Fleetwood Football Team Ends 
Sports 

 After 19 of 21 races 
in the 2016 Formula 1 sea-
son, Mercedes driver Nico 
Rosberg holds a 19 point lead 
in the championship over 
teammate Lewis Hamilton, 
despite Hamilton winning 
each of the past two races. 
Red Bull’s Daniel Ricciardo is 
third; however, he is over 100 
points behind. 
 Hamilton has domi-
nated the past two races in 
Austin and Mexico City, lead-
ing almost every lap. His win 
in Mexico gave him 51 career 
wins, tying Alain Prost for 
2nd most all time behind 
Michael Schumacher. 
 The two Mercedes 
drivers have dominated this 
season, with Rosberg winning 
9 races and Hamilton winning 
8. Ricciardo has won one 
race, and his Red Bull team-
mate Max Verstappen has 
one victory. The nineteen-year-old phenom 
Verstappen has impressed in his first two 
seasons, becoming the youngest Formula 1 
driver ever, the youngest ever to score 

points, and this year the youngest ever to 
win a race, which he did in May in Spain. 
 Formula 1 is one of the oldest mo-
torsport series in the world, with its first 

race being the British Grand Prix in Silver-
stone, England, in 1950. Today, Formula 1 
is a highly specialized and technologically 
advanced racing series. It is immensely pop-

ular across the globe, holding 
races in over twenty countries 
on five continents. The most 
recent race in Mexico City 
pulled in almost 500,000 
spectators over the three-day 
race weekend, including prac-
tice, qualifying, and the actual 
race. 
 Formula 1 cars are 
extremely powerful. Their 
engines typically run about 
900 horsepower. Further-
more, the carbon fiber bodies 
have a minimum weight of 
1548 lbs. For comparison, a 
2016 Volkswagen Jetta has 
184 horsepower and weighs a 
minimum of 2939 lbs. The 
highly powerful engines com-
bined with the lightweight 
bodies require incredibly 
complex and specialized aero-
dynamic systems to keep the 
cars running at peak perfor-
mance.  

 

By Benjamin Schittler 

Toro Rosso’s Daniil Kvyat drives through the stadium section of the Mexican Grand Prix course.  

New England Patriots Dominate While Cleveland Browns Scrape By  

 Sports 

Formula 1 Races Toward Season’s Conclusion  

Sports 
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Girls’ Soccer 
Scores Big Wins 

Sports 

Climate Change 
Changing the U.S. 

Weather 

 

 A topic that has been exceedingly 
controversial in the recent past is climate 
change and global warming. 
In a nutshell, global warming is a change in 
regional or global climate patterns. In recent 
years, temperatures have progressively 
grown warmer. 
 The Greenhouse effect could be 
one cause of the rapid warming of the earth. 
Greenhouse gasses are released when people 
use vehicles for transportation. 
Slaughterhouses also contribute to releasing 
greenhouse gasses by as much as  18%. 
The burning of fossil fuels is also one main 
contributor to the warming of the earth. 
Deforestation is another cause of climate 
change. 
 Regardless of the evidence that 
supports climate change, many people still 
believe that global warming does not exist. 
There is evidence both for and against cli-
mate change. 
 “Global warming is sad because 
animals are getting endangered because of 
the loss of icebergs, especially polar bears 
and penguins,” junior Vincenzo Davi said. 

Wildlife is suffering greatly from this world-
wide issue.  Even though they are on oppo-
site poles,  polar bears and penguins are just 
two of the vast variety of wildlife being dev-
astated from the melting of the ice caps. 
 “Climate change is a growing con-
cern. It is a result of increases in greenhouse 
gasses and also a result of pollution. It has 
widespread effects on not just temperatures, 
but  also plant life and animal life and  their 
abundance as well. Overall, it is a big con-
cern and is something that needs to be ad-
dressed,”  science teacher Mrs. Stephanie 
Skelly said. 
 There are many concerns about 
climate change globally.  Though there are 
steps being taken to help prevent further 
damage globally, climate change experts 
allege that much more action needs to be 
done to help put a halt to the large amount 
of greenhouse gasses being released daily.    
 
 

  By Morgan Althouse 

Adored Frog Becomes 
a Symbol for Hate 

Communications 

Superfans Hype Up 
Sporting Events 

Sports 

 Go to any 
Fleetwood Area High 
School sporting event, 
and you will find Fleet-
wood’s student section 
cheering on their class-
mates. The Superfans, 
as they are known, are 
a fixture at Fleetwood 
games and have gained 
a fairly large following 
among students at 
soccer, football, field 
hockey, and volleyball 
events. 
 The Super-
fans bring energy to games with chants such 
as “Start the buses” and routines including 
the “roller coaster”. Each game usually has a 
theme as well. For example, one football 
game was “Hawaiian night”; students came 
dressed in leis and Hawaiian attire. More 
common are single color themes, such as 
red and white outs. 
 The Superfans organize many of 

these themes and pro-
vide updates on events 
through their Twitter 
account, which has 
over 600 followers. 
 The Super-
fans have even re-
ceived shout-outs in 
the Reading Eagle and 
on Twitter by local 
sports reporters who 
are at the games. 
 Students en-
joy the experience. 
“My favorite part of 
being in the student 

section is the atmosphere,” senior Ryan 
Scepansky said. 
 Athletes certainly enjoy having 
such strong support. 
 “We like having as many people 
there as possible,” senior soccer player Kale 
Follweiler said. 
 
   By Ben Schittler 

 The Fleet-
wood girls soccer 
team made it to the 
county finals after 
defeating Wilson 5-4 
in Penalty Kicks. 
 Riley 
Scepansky was 
dubbed a “Brick 
Wall” by the Fleet-
wood Superfans. The 
student fan section 
broke out in “We 
have Riley!” chants 
several times during the game. Scepansky 
had more than a few saves during regulation 
and overtime, but the most crucial one came 
on the last penalty kick. 
 Penalty kicks were made by Alexis 
Nowotarski, Alexis Schoener, Kortney 
Rentschler, Emily LeVan and Rebekah Ear-
nest. 
According to the Reading Eagle, The Tigers 
had lost to Wilson 2-1 in the  2015 Berks 
Semi-Finals. The Fleetwood players were 
ecstatic to win this game because of what 
had happened last year. 
 “It was so great to get our revenge 
on Wilson and even greater for it to happen 
during my Senior Year,” senior Sydney 
Lobb said. 
Lobb leads the county in goals with twenty 
three. Lobb has scored more goals than she 
has played games. She also leads the county 
with fifty-two points. Lobb garners two 
points for each goal she nets and one point 
for every assist, of which she has six. 
 Fleetwood has two of the top four 
scorers in the county. Kortney Rentschler 
comes in fourth place with 36 points. 
Rentschler has netted seventeen goals and 
two assists in her senior campaign.   
 Fleetwood continued to the county 
finals and defeated Governor Mifflin 1-0 on 
Lexi Nowotarski’s lone last second goal in 

the first half. 
 “ It felt so unreal to score the 
game-winning goal.  All that was going 
through my head was how badly i wanted to 
score. With three seconds left in the half, I 
got my chance and put it away” Nowotarski 
said. 
 Fleetwood then went up against 
Palmyra and netted four goals and only let 
one get through. Sydney Lobb scored twice; 
Emily LeVan and Brianna Harwood each 
scored a goal. Lobb had one assist, while 
Emma Crissman had two. Sarah Crissman 
assisted the fourth. 
 Up next is a chance for the Tigers 
to advance to States with a win against Her-
shey at Hershey Stadium. The school will 
issue a fan bus for students who want to 
attend and support the girls. The Tigers will 
look to keep their winning streak of twenty-
one going against Hershey. 
 “The team this year has worked 
really hard to be undefeated. Everyone on 
the team is overjoyed to be 21-0-0, but we 
know there are a lot of targets on our backs, 
so all of us are working harder than ever to 
keep the streak alive,” Nowotarski said. 
    
 
 

By Mina Isaac 

 A meme is classified as, “a cultural 
item in the form of an image, phrase, video, 
etc., that is spread via the Internet and often 
altered in a creative or humorous way.” 
 In 2005, a comic called Boy’s Club 
was published. It featured a frog with a hu-
manoid body known as Pepe. Within ten 
years, this character would become one of 
the most popular memes online. 
 Unfortunately, something as sub-
jective as a meme can be victim to some of 
humanity’s darker traits. Pepe the frog has 
been spread on sites such as Reddit and 
4chan with anti-Semitic connotations. At 
recent Trump rallies, pictures of the frog are 
being held up by supporters. 
 Less than a month ago, Pepe was 
declared a hate symbol by the Anti-
Defamation League. Only a small portion of 
the memes carry racist messages, but it’s 
enough to taint the image. 
 This online controversy has spread 
all the way to Fleetwood. A few weeks ago, 
two art students created a meme-themed 
chalkboard. A picture of Pepe was included 
in this tribute to Internet trends.  Just 
before the chalkboard was finished, the dec-

laration occurred. They were informed of 
this soon after and, subsequently, took it 
down. 
 “Neither of us knew that Pepe was 
a hate symbol. I think people are taking 
things out of proportion. The numbers 100 
and 400 are also hate symbols, but they’re 
rarely used like that,” senior Serena Dan-
weber said. 
 Matt Furie, Pepe’s original creator, 
has joined with the Anti-Defamation League 
to diffuse the racist connotations of his 
character. 
 “Pepe was never intended to be 
used as a symbol of hate. The sad frog was 
meant to be just that, a sad frog. We are 
going to work with Matt and his community 
of artists to reclaim Pepe so that he might 
be used as a force of good, or at the very 
least to educate people about the dangers of 
prejudice and bigotry,” Anti-Defamation 
League CEO Jonathan Greenblatt said. 
 
 
 

  By Aubrey Reed 
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FAHS German Club Seeks  
Members for Cultural, Culinary Fun 
School 

 The German 
Club at Fleetwood 
focuses primarily on 
the culture of German
-speaking countries 
and has a wide variety 
of activities planned 
for the 2016-2017 
school year. Many of 
the students involved 
are high school stu-
dents, but German 
teacher Mrs. Christine 
Moll was generous 
enough to expand this 
opportunity to her 
middle school stu-
dents. There are many 
fun activities planned 
for this year. The 
group meets on the 
third Wednesday of each month from 3:15 
to 4:00. Each meeting is no longer than 45 
minutes. Many events include making Ger-
man foods and making different German 
crafts. 
  The next activity for the club is on 
Tuesday, 15 November. From 6:00 to 10:00, 
participants are going to visit the Reading 
Liederkranz. On 1 November through 1 

December, students 
are selling Advent 
Calendars as well. The 
calendars count down 
the days until Christ-
mas. As each day pass-
es, students open up a 
little door, and hidden 
in there is a little piece 
of rich German milk 
chocolate. 
   The club’s 
favorite activity over 
the years has been 
Spaghetti Eis. The 
German word eis is 
pronounced as ice, and 
it perfectly describes 
what kind of spaghetti 
it makes. It's ice cream! 
They press vanilla ice 

cream through a Spätzle press to make it 
look like noodles. Who wouldn't want to eat 
spaghetti ice cream? 
 If you or a friend is interested in joining this 
awesome and interactive club, contact Frau 
Moll in room 14! 
 
 

  By Rayanna Celmer 

Controversy 
Increases 
Gun Sales 
Politics 

 One of the primary issues facing 
presidential candidates today is their stance 
on the Second Amendment in relation to the 
rising threat of gun violence in the United 
States.   
 The Second Amendment states, “A 
well-regulated Militia, being necessary to the 
security of a free State, the right of the peo-
ple to keep and bear Arms, shall not be in-
fringed." 
 Much of the American populace 
worries that their rights might be affected by 
ever-increasing violence and that compels 
government officials to  restrict guns even 
further to try and keep them out of the 
hands of “bad guys.” 
 As Americans see this threat to 
their rights, more and more people have 
started to invest in personal protection, with 
firearm sales increasing dramatically over the 
past few years. The increase of gun sales 
reached a pinnacle on Black Friday of 2015, 
with that day holding the record of most 
guns sold and background checks performed 
in a single day. Even with this record stand-
ing, 2016 has seen a record spike of sales, 
with an increase of 40%. 
 As gun sales have increased, vio-
lence has also increased across America. 
Murders are up nearly 11%  since last year, 
according to FBI criminal reports. Chicago 
has once again topped the record books for 
most murders in a single year, continuing the 
infamous streak. The blood count has risen 
over last year’s by over a hundred murders, 
showing that, in 2016 to date, there have 
been 649 gun-related homicides already. 
 Gun violence and the threat of 
violence is right in Fleetwood’s backyard. 
Reading has experienced a hike in violent 
crimes in the past couple years, with crime 
rates averaging in the hundreds of points 
over the U.S average. Gun safety is not just 
something for other people to think about; 
it's something that everyone has to keep in 
the back of his or her head.  
 
 

   By Eric Ebner 

 Lately, Berks 
County has been experi-
encing changes in the 
weather throughout the 
fall season. During the 
day, the weather fore-
cast has increased drasti-
cally. 
 With high 
winds and frost cover-
ing the grass in the early 
morning, locals would 
never expect the weath-
er during midday to be as high as it has been 
lately; the wind dies down, and the temperature 
increases. 
 Weather changes have been bringing 

students at Fleetwood 
Area High School down 
because the fall season is 
about the crisp weather 
throughout the day, not 
temperatures in the high 
70’s. 
 “It’s okay. I do 
wish it was a bit cooler,” 
sophomore Grace Hess 
said. 
Nobody is sure of when 
the fall weather will offi-

cially and permanently begin, but the student 
body is definitely speaking their minds about it.  
 

  By Anna Koehle 

NBA Starts 

Another  

Season 
Sports 

 The 2016-17 NBA season has started 
back up, and NBA fans are excited. There are 
some new big changes on some teams, and some 
teams are keeping with mostly the same roster. 
 There were a lot of angry NBA fans 
when, back in July, Kevin Durant decided he was 
going to leave the Oklahoma City Thunder and 
join the already outstanding Golden State Warri-
ors. 
 Kevin Durant was a former NBA 
MVP. He won the award back in the 2013-14 
season. The seasons since then, Durant has been 
through injuries. When he wasn’t injured, he was 
making a big impact on the Thunder. 
Last season, the Thunder lost in the semi-finals 
to the Warriors by blowing a 3-1 lead, which the 
Warriors ended up doing in The Finals. This had 
a big impact on Durant joining the Warriors. In 
Durant’s first game with the Warriors, they lost 
to the Spurs 129-100. 
 LeBron James and the Cleveland Cav-
aliers are looking to go back-to-back this year. 
They don’t want to let the four-star Golden State 
Warriors get in their way and stop them from 
winning a title. 
 The Bulls, Clippers, Hawks, Cavaliers, 
and Thunder are all off to a great start so far, not 
losing a game yet, but all of the can change very 
quickly in an instant. 
 76ers fans are very upset with this 
season, as their number one pick was injured 
right before the season started. Ben Simmons 
was supposed to get the team to start playing 
better, especially with Joel Embiid coming back 
after being injured for three straight years. 
Ben Simmons only played one year in college. He 
attended Louisiana State University, more com-
monly known as LSU.  He was a stand-out ath-
lete and made teams want the number one pick 
to acquire him. 
 Even though the season just started, 
there are a lot of players in the run for the MVP 

Title. There are players who are making their 
team tough to beat and putting up many stats 
each game. 
 Everyone is looking to make it to the 
finals, but they need to have a good regular sea-
son first and make it into the playoffs. Even 
though it is early, there are some teams who look 
as though they will make it far into the playoffs 
 
 

  By McKenah Rapposelli.  

Warmer Weather Brings  
Disappointment to Some 
Weather 


