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Last season, Fleetwood combined 
with Oley Valley's and Muhlenberg's ice 
hockey teams, but this season, they entered 
without Muhlenberg. Fleetwood started off 
slow in their first game, putting up a rough 
showing against the Schuylkill Valley team, 
losing 8-3. The team didn’t take long to 
bounce back. They came out strong in their 
next meeting against Berks Catholic, win-
ning by a margin of seven. 

Fleetwood won 
their second game in a 
row against Wilson/
Wyomissing/Daniel-
Boone/Muhlenberg by 
the slim difference of 
one. SV’s squad got 
the best of Fleetwood 
in its next game, as did 
Exeter/Governor-
Mifflin/BVM; in both 
games, Fleetwood/
Oley lost by three and 
fell to 2-3 in the record 
books. 

After defeating 
the Wilson squad in 
the first matchup, the 

two teams were held to four, ending as 
Fleetwood’s first tie of the year. The Tigers 
defeated Exeter/GM/BVM in another nail-
biter, similar to the two teams' last match-
up. With only two games left in the regular 
season, and the playoffs in front of them, 
Fleetwood/Oley had to take on Berks Cath-
olic and then head into a tough match-up 
against SV’s squad, already down 0-2 in the 
team’s meetings. 

After defeating them by seven in the 
last game they played, Berks Catholic put up 
more of a fight, only losing to the Tigers by 
a score of 5-3. In their last regular season of 
the year, the Tigers fell to SV/Conrad-
Weiser/GS/Kutzown/CO 10-1. The team 
fought hard but was unable to execute on 
the offensive end, while the other squad 
found a way to finish on many opportuni-
ties. 

Even with a rough 
loss in the last game 
of the year, the Tigers 
did not take it hard as 
they still had playoffs 
to look forward to. 
After losing in the 
semifinals the previ-
ous year, the Tigers 
look to use that as 
motivation this year 
entering the playoffs. 
 
 
 

By McKenah Rapposelli 

Fleetwood Hockey Starts Strong, Ends with a Loss 
School 

Women in Saudi Arabia are constantly 
being physically and mentally abused. Recently, 
an eighteen-year-old named Rahaf Mohammed 
Mutlaq al-Qunun made that known. On 5 Janu-
ary 2019, she demanded asylum in Thailand in 
order to get away from her family’s abuse. 

While Rahaf was travelling with her 
family in Kuwait, she found it was the perfect 
opportunity to run away. She fled to Thailand 
where security took her passport and detained 
her in the airport’s hotel. Rahaf barricaded her-
self in the hotel room and demanded to see the 
United Nations Refugee Agency. 

Rahaf went to Twitter and tweeted, “I 
ask the government of Thailand to stop my de-
portation to Kuwait and to start my asylum pro-
cess.” 

She also stated, “I will for sure be im-

prisoned and killed if sent back home.” Saudi 
Arabia is known for ‘honor killings,’ which are 
killings of a woman who dishonored her family. 

The United Nations quickly intervened 
to help Rahaf. They started by giving her a safe 
place to stay in Bangkok, Thailand, to await asy-
lum proceedings. Later, on 11 January 2019, 
Canada’s Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, made 
the statement that, “[They] are happy to welcome 
Rahaf.” She accepted and sought asylum there. 

Saudi Arabia has always been an 
‘ultraconservative’ government, meaning women 
have no rights to do things such as drive, com-
pete, or even wear makeup. Rahaf, being the 
daughter of a Saudi Arabian governor, had to 
follow these principles. Rahaf admitted that she 
was locked in her room for six months because 
her hair was cut the wrong way. 

Rahaf’s story is very similar to a woman 
named Laura, who also fled to Canada to get 
away from her cruel Saudi Arabian family in 
2013. Laura, whose last name is not mentioned 
due to safety concerns, was a prisoner in her 
home for more than a year. Laura’s father would 
lock her in her room and hold her at gunpoint 
on many occasions. She planned her escape for 
three years and, once she convinced her family 
she had an educational trip, she left for good. 

Thankfully, countries like Canada restore 
humanity by saving these young girls' lives. Many 
other women go through this abuse, and some 
are able to escape and encourage others to do the 
same. Saudi Arabia claims they are changing their 
government and how women are treated, but 
only time will tell. 

Madeline Feichtel 

Abused Woman Seeks Asylum in Canada  
Politics 

© Ian Gibson 

Every month, two students, one male 
and one female from the senior class, are select-
ed by Fleetwood Area High School faculty as the 
Students of the Month. These students who are 
selected receive a special parking spot and a gift 
card to a place of their choosing. 

For the month of January, both students 
prove to be some of the best among the senior 
class. Matthew Dybowski was selected alongside 
Shelby Claytor for January’s award. 

Matthew Dybowski is the son of Mr. 
Stephen Dybowski and Mrs. Sherry Dybowski. 
He is a member of many groups within the 
school, including National Honor Society, Rho 
Kappa Honor Society, Interact Club, Science 
Olympiad, Chess Club, Basketball, Tennis, Track 
& Field, and Football. 

In addition to Dybowski’s extracurricu-
lar activities, he is highly involved in helping out 

in his community. In his free time, Matthew 
volunteers with The Greater Berks Food Bank, 
Relay for Life Safe Trick or Treat, and Breakfast 
Brothers. After High School, Dybowski plans to 
attend a four-year university to major in engi-

neering. Dybowski admires his parents most 
because they have given him endless love and 
support in everything he does. 

Shelby Claytor is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Keith Claytor. She is a member of 
Science Olympiad, Artifact Fine Arts Magazine, 
Film Club, Marching Band, Jazz Band, Cho-
raliers, National Art Honor Society, National 
Honor Society, and Rho Kappa Honor Society. 

Claytor also donates her time to the Girl 
Scouts and is a camp counselor at Girl Scout 
Camp. After High School, Shelby plans to attend 
college to study materials science and engineer-
ing. She admires Rosalind Franklin most of all 
because she pushed boundaries as a female 
chemist. 

 

By Aydan Tregear 

FAHS Students of  the Month for January Named by Faculty  

School 
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In the 1900s, Lt. Colonel Edwin Hauten-
ville Richardson trained various breeds of dogs 
for the First World War and convinced the US 
government that the Airedale Terrier was a sol-
dier’s best bet for a four-legged friend beside him 
on the front lines. 

“Even before the war, the potential for 
dogs to carry out military duties was clear. It 
started off with the British Red Cross and they 
used to send the dogs out onto the battlefield,” 
English Journalist Wendy Turner Webster said in 
an interview with BBC. 

The Airedale Terriers were typically used 
as messengers in the trenches, but they would 
also search for wounded warriors on the battle-
field. When they would eventually find the 
wounded soldier(s), the dogs would return to 

base with a personal effect of the soldier’s and 
lead the others to where the dogs found the 
wounded.  They were also used during World 
War II. 

English sculptor Bruce Walker and his 
apprentice Kevin Hill are the artists behind this 
30-ton block of an idea. 

“The sculpture [will] capture the dogs' 
dedication and power, both mental and physical. 
It's their relationship with their handler that's 
important--it was usually one man, one dog,” 
Walker said. 

The sculpture is said to be the largest in 
the United Kingdom. 

 
 

By Isabella Balthaser 

Sculpture Planned to  
Commemorate Dogs of  War  
News 

Racism Allegations Compel Vermont 
Lawmaker to Resign from Office 
Politics 

Vermont’s only black female lawmaker 
has resigned. 

Kiah Morris decided to step down from 
her position after she had received harassment 
from a white nationalist. The man will not be 
pressed with any charges because, by law, his 
comments are covered by the First Amendment. 

Kiah’s harasser was covered by the First 
Amendment, which states that "Congress shall 
make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; 
or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press; or the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble, and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances." 

Morris was heckled by Max Misch for 
two years. He sent Morris comments including, 
“Kiah Morris hard at work destroying white 
Vermont” and “Go back to Africa, it’s the only 
place you’ll ever be safe.” 

During Morris’s resignation, state Attor-
ney General Donovan held a news conference in 
Bennington in which he stated that Misch will 
not be punished. He then emphasized the fact 

that the only female black representative was 
targeted. 

“For people in positions of power in 
Vermont who are white, mostly male, and mostly 
from a Christian background, we have to 
acknowledge that the lived experience of people 
of color and other backgrounds and heritages are 
different. We must listen to their lived experi-
ence,” Donovan said. 

During the conference, Morris backed 
away at the site of a white nationalist man wear-
ing an alt-right meme T-shirt lurking in the back. 
It was Max Misch. Crowd members began to say 
that he shouldn’t be there. 

Misch states that he never harassed Mor-
ris and that he was only joking--that he enjoys to 
troll. The audience was not having this. The 
majority seemed to believe that what he said and 
should not be considered a joke. 

“Something like this should not be able 
to be taken as a joke; racism is not something 
that can be tossed around,” FAHS junior Steph-
anie Hegedus said 

By Jessica Carlin 

“What is a fish without a river? What 
is a bird without a tree to nest in? What is an 
Endangered Species Act without any en-
forcement mechanism to ensure their habi-
tat is protected? It is nothing,” Washington 
Governor Jay Inslee said. 

Everyday, animals on the brink of 
extinction are pushed further and further 
onto the edge of perishing. Logging, illegal 
poaching, deforestation, commercial fishing, 
global warming; all of these factors play a 
key role into why endangered animals are 
becoming the new “normal.” 

“Just one female elephant remains in 
the Knysna forest, making her the last truly 
wild, free-roaming elephant in SA and the 
southernmost in the world. These savannah 
elephants were forced into the forest due to 
hunting and human encroachment,” Ange-
lux1111 said in reference to a study con-
ducted on these endangered elephants. 

Animals that are subjected to poach-
ing, the ivory industry, climate change, and 
much more continue to decrease in num-
bers. Congress is chipping away at the en-

dangered species act and shows no signs of 
stopping. 

“More and more, some members of 
Congress and Trump Administration offi-
cials want to take species off the endangered 
or threatened lists for political reasons,” 
Lara Levison, the senior director of federal 
policy for Oceana, said. 

Bills that are in favor of reducing 
protections to gain more profit for things 
such as oil and land are currently being pro-
posed in front of Congress. 

Bill H.R. 4239, if passed, “weakens 
protections for marine mammals in favor of 
the oil and gas industry by eviscerating a 
permitting process spelled out in the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act for industrial activi-
ties in the ocean,” Oceana said. 

“I think animal conservation is good, 
and it is usually all in good intentions. Un-
fortunately, it does not always work, and in 
certain situations, some negative causes can-
not be prevented,” senior Reece Fensterma-
cher said. 

By Morgan Althiuse 

More and More Animals 
on Brink of  Extinction  
Environment 

Susan Hunsicker, whose name was later 
changed to Grace Packer, was born 14 August 
2001 to Rose and Rodney Hunsicker. She has an 
older sister named Marybeth and a younger 
brother named Joshua, whose names were also 
changed. 

According to Hunsicker’s lawyer, David 
Tornetta, Rose, Rodney, and their two daughters 
were living in a house with various family mem-
bers when their eldest daughter, Marybeth, was 
reported to be molested by an unknown family 
member. Once they found out, they moved. 
Grace was only a newborn at the time. 

While living in Reading, the children 
were taken from Rose and Rodney in 2001, when 
an unknown source reported allegations of physi-
cal and sexual abuse against her parents. 

“I was like, 'What's the cause of you 
taking my kids?' And that's when they said there 
were allegations that your girls were being sexual-
ly abused and you didn't do anything about it,” 
Rose Hunsicker said in an interview with CBS 21 
News. 

In order to try to retrieve their kids, 
Rose and Rodney underwent a series of tests 
based on cognitive thinking and various psycho-
logical tests by a psychologist and psychiatrist. 

“Even though they didn’t completely fail 
the tests, Rose and Rodney did everything they 
were supposed to do to try to get their children 
back, but the system was already rigged for fail-
ure, which isn’t what the system is supposed to 
do,” Tornetta said. 

Grace and her younger brother, Joshua, 
were put in the Packer’s care in March 2007. Sara 
was a child welfare worker and was thought to be 
trusted, due to her history with CYS, according 
to Rose Hunsicker. 

According to Tornetta, he thought that 
after evaluating the Hunsickers, the case would 
turn over in their favor, but it didn’t. Soon, the 
Hunsickers gave up their parental rights because 
CYS found them unfit to care for their children. 

“I believe when CYS takes a child, they 
already have it in their mind that that child ain’t 
coming back to their parent,” Rose Hunsicker 
said. 

David Packer was arrested for sexually 
assaulting Grace in 2011 and had to register as a 
violent sex offender under Megan’s Law. 

Sara reported Grace missing during the 
early summer of 2016. That was the last anyone 
heard of Grace’s whereabouts. 

On 9 July 2016, Grace Packer was mur-
dered. Her foster mother, 44-year-old Sara Pack-
er, and Sara’s boyfriend, 46-year-old Jacob Sulli-
van, are charged with her murder. 

They hid her body in a closet for 5 days 
before Grace died, thinking she'd  eventually 
pass on her own. When they discovered she 
wasn't dead, Sullivan raped Grace while Sara 
watched, according to his 2017 recorded confes-
sion. 

Grace's dismembered body was found 
by hunters in Bear Creek Township. 

Initially, according to CBS 21 News 
reporter Brian Sheehan (who’s covering Project 
PA: Children In Crisis), Sullivan confessed to the 
dismemberment, rape, and murder of Grace in 
January 2017. 

As of 11 February 2019, Sullivan has 
changed his story, saying now that his girlfriend 
was the one behind the killing of Grace. 

Both are being charged with abuse of a 
corpse, rape, kidnapping, and criminal homicide. 
Both Packer and Sullivan also may face the death 
penalty. The trial for Grace’s murder, which has 
been delayed for over 2 years, will begin March 
2019. 

As of 19 February 2019, Sheehan report-
ed that Sullivan was hospitalized for blood pres-
sure complications. His plea trial is currently 
delayed at this time. 

 
By Isabeella Balthaser 

 

Trial of  Murdered Child to 
Start March 2019   

Cops & Courts 
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On 22 January 2019, the Trump 
administration presented a transgender mili-
tary ban to the Supreme Court. 

The Supreme Court granted the 
request to allow it to ban most transgender 
individuals from serving in the military. 

The Supreme Court allowed the ban 
with a vote of 5-4. 

The policy states and prohibits 
“transgender persons who require or have 
undergone gender transition” from serving. 

In the year 2017, President Donald 
Trump tweeted that the country would no 
longer accept or allow transgender Ameri-
cans to serve in the military due to the tre-
mendous medical costs and disruption. 

The Trump administration needed 
the Justices to step in. 

The White House said allowing 
transgender individuals to serve in the mili-
tary presented “too great a risk to military 
effectiveness.” 

The policy also states that 

transgender persons serving who require 
gender reassignment surgery or hormonal 
treatment during their service would be 
disqualified due to their inability to be de-
veloped for a period longer than 12 months. 

The Pentagon clarified that this new 
policy is not a ban on all transgender per-
sons from the military. 

“I think transgenders should be al-
lowed because both men and women can 
serve, so what is the difference if someone 
wants to serve once switching genders? I do 
not believe that this is hurting nor helping 
America’s military. I do believe Trump is 
homophobic because gender does not mat-
ter. Yes, this does violate people’s rights as 
Americans because you should always have 
a right to serve; there is nothing against this 
in the Constitution,” Fleetwood Area High 
School Senior Chloe Allison said. 

 
 

By Elyse Essick 

Trump Administration Bans Transgender 
Individuals from Serving in Military  
Military 

America is having trouble deciding 
what is an acceptable form of Freed 
Speech. 

In Washington D.C. on 18 January 
2019, a group of Covington Catholic 
School boys were harassed for wearing 
‘Make America Great Again’ hats. The boys 
were there to rally peacefully at a March for 
Life event, but unfortunately their day did 
not end as well as they hoped. 

The boys were first approached by a 
Black Israelite group who chanted obscene 
comments such as ‘incest babies,’ ‘future 
school shooters,’ and ‘crackers.’ After their 
harassment, Nathan Phillips, a Native 
American participant of the Indigenous 
March, came up to Nick Sandmann, a Cov-
ington student, and chanted an indigenous 
song at him. Nathan Phillips claims he 
heard the boys chant ‘Build the Wall’ and 
that is why he approached him. 

As a response to these accusations, 
on 13 February 2019, the Covington Catho-
lic school boys were proved blameless. The 
Bishop of Covington held an investigation 
to prove they did not start the tiff. Nathan 
Phillips claimed that the boys chanted 
“Build that wall,” but after interviewing the 
twenty chaperones and watching the vide-
os, it was allegedly false.   

The Catholic school boys were not 
only being harassed by the men but by ce-
lebrities as well. Alyssa Milano made the 
statement that the MAGA hat is the new 
‘white hood hat’ and that she was ‘Sorry 
not Sorry’ for speaking her mind about the 
situation. 

Along with Alyssa Milano, more 
celebrities, including Senator Elizabeth 
Warren, Jim Carrey, and Kathy Griffin are 
being sued for libel by Nick Sandmann. 
Nick’s attorney is the famed lawyer L. Lin 
Wood, who defended JonBenet Ramsey. 

Nick Sandmann is also suing The 
Washington Post for 250 million dollars as 
of 19 February 2019. He claims that they 
destroyed his image. The accusation is that 
the Post is making him look racist, as he is 
a white male wearing the “Make America 
Great Again” hat. 

Libel cases are made to defend a 
person’s image. The person’s image would 
have allegedly been destroyed through vid-
eo, posts, words or pictures. These cases 
are especially hard to prosecute, and Nick’s 
case might be tricky. 

 
 

By Madeline Feichtel  

Catholic School Boys Deemed 
Innocent after Viral Rally Video  

Politics 

On 23 February 2019, Fleetwood 
Area High School held its annual Art Event. 

“The Art Event was designed as a 
fundraiser for Artifact, our school's fine art 
literary magazine, but became so much more. 
After 15 years, we now have our first students 
bringing their children as participants. My 
favorite part is seeing the whole community 
come out and watching my awesome students 
do their thing,” Fleetwood Area High School 
Art Teacher Mrs. Diane Chisdak stated. 

The idea of the art event is to enter-
tain people and inspire them with new ways to 
create art. 

Ever since the beginning, though, it 
has taken time, hard work, and preparation. 
Mrs. Chisdak begins to prepare for the event 

right after Christmas break. 
To spread the word, students start to 

advertise around the school. 
“First, we start by hanging flyers 

around the entire school, and then, a week 
before the event, we will decorate the chalk-
board right outside of Chisdak’s room,” Fleet-
wood Area High School Senior Chloe Allison 
stated. 

The Senior Art Quote this year is 
“Art is the stored honey of the human soul” 
by Theodore Dreiser. 

The Art Event decorations were 
based off this quote, and the color of the t-
shirts was selected to match. 

The Art Event always has many 
different activities for the participants. This 

year, the new creation stations included: the 
honey scrub station, rock painting, make your 
own bookmarks, cupcake decorating, honey-
flower pots, fabric bracelets and string art. 

“My favorite creation station this 
year had to be tie-die because my socks came 
out pretty cool,” Fleetwood Area High School 
Senior Hannah Kutz stated. 

“I loved how the students this year 
embraced the honey theme; they took tradi-
tional creation station ideas and gave them the 
honey twist,” Chisdak said. 

The idea of Artifact is to create and 
follow your own path, so the students tried to 
incorporate that into the art event. 

“Even though this has been my larg-
est number of student participants, I am most 

impressed with how they coordinated and 
inspired each other. The theme was both posi-
tive and light-hearted, yet meaningful, which 
made me extra proud this year with the Art 
Event and how it reached out and thrived,” 
Chisdak said. 

Overall, the Art Event is a place 
where people can interact and be inspired by 
the students and their ideas. 

“I will look forward to the Art Event 
every year, and I hope next year I can come 
back and be proud of what the future students 
do. Thinking about what I wanted to do after 
high school, Chisdak really expanded my hori-
zons and made me realize I want to do art for 
the rest of my life,” Allison said. 

By Elyse Essick 

FAHS Hosts Annual Art Event for 2019 
Arts & Entertainment 
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The Tiger Times is a high school news journal that is produced using funds from The Fleetwood Area School District as well as club fundraisers. All subjects and topics appearing within The Tiger Times are self-selected by student reporters themselves; howev-
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faculty, the club advisor, or even the entirety of The Tiger Times staff. The Tiger Times is a public forum, the primary goal of which is to provide an outlet for student expression to The Fleetwood Area School District and its constituent communities. View-
points and opinions that are contrary to those appearing in The Tiger Times are welcomed, but they are not guaranteed publication except by approval from the student editors. Students who are not matriculated in the journalism course or who are not among the club’s 
roster are still eligible to submit content for the periodical. All articles and letters selected for publication may be subject to editing for length and language consistent with the style established by student editors of The Tiger Times. 

Ever wonder which states rank among the top 
(and bottom) in the nation? The Tiger Times has 
you covered with an entirely uncalled-for, un-
professional ranking of the Fifty United States, 
from worst to best. Location, culture, cities, 
diversity, climate, and numerous other factors 
were taken into consideration in these rank-
ings. This installment will include states ranked 
50-26. 
 
50. New Jersey--Apologies to our neighbors to 

the east, but this state has some downsides. 
The beaches are the only redeemable thing 
about the state, yet they are the worst 
beaches you can find in the country. There 
are no major cities, one sub-par hockey 
team, and even though the Giants and the 
Jets play in the state, they have the New 
York title. We are not surprised. 

 
49. West Virginia--This state is just a tiny bit 

better than New Jersey. No beaches, no 
cities, nothing special in the mountains or 
the culture in West Virginia. West Virginia 
University is not special, nor does the state 
have any significant sports teams or attrac-
tions. John Denver’s Take Me Home, Coun-
try Roads is the only good thing about West 
Virginia. 

 
48. South Dakota--The Dakotas as a whole are 

boring, but the southernmost Dakota is 
just a bit more boring than its neighbor to 
the north. The only real attraction here is 
Mt. Rushmore, which is a great monument; 
it’s just a shame it’s in South Dakota, of all 
places. 

 
47. North Dakota--North Dakota is almost 

just as bad as the other Dakota, but Eagles' 
star quarterback, Carson Wentz, puts N.D. 
one spot ahead of S.D. 

 
46.Wyoming --Wyoming is boring, plain and 

simple. Not many people live there, not 
much happens there, but they do have nice 
mountains and terrain to explore. They 
also have a Division 1 FBS football team, 
which did, after all, give us Josh Allen. 
Wyoming just barely edges out the Dako-
tas. 

 
45. Montana--Even though Montana may be 

one of the forgotten western states, it has 
its upsides. From the views of the Glacier 
National Park to the Rocky Mountains and 
the Great Plains, Montana is defined by its 
diverse terrain. Despite all the beautiful 
views, is there much to do in Montana 
besides hiking? 

 
44. Arkansas--Out of all the southeastern 

states, Arkansas is just not as impressive as 
the rest. It isn’t a horrible state, but there’s 
just nothing here to impress us. Plus, it 
gave us Walmart: take that as you will. 

 
43. Nebraska--The only good thing about Ne-

braska is the University that represents the 
state. There is also the Durham Museum in 
Omaha, which honors the state’s pioneer-
ing past, but let’s be honest, does anyone 
care about their part of the past? 

 
42. New Hampshire--In terms of New Eng-

land states, it does not get much less im-
pressive than New Hampshire. Again, not 
a bad state, seeing as it has a unique cul-
ture; it’s just nothing special overall. Sorry, 
New Hampshire. 

 
41. Iowa--Just like all other mid-western states, 

Iowa lands itself in the “boring” category. 
Des Moines earns Iowa some credit, as 
does Cedar Rapids. In the end, it’s just 
another state in the middle of the country 
that, unless you live there, lacks much in-
terest. 

 
40. New Mexico--Again, a lack of a significant 

city lands a state near the bottom. The ultra 
hot climate and its proximity to a great 
southwestern state in Arizona makes New 
Mexico just feel like a rip-off of both its 
western neighbor and the country to the 
south, Mexico. 

 
39. Rhode Island--Rhode Island is a tiny New 

England state on the coast with several 
large cities. Newport, which is known for 
its Gilded Age mansions, and Providence, 
the home to one of the top Ivy League 
schools, Brown University, are the two 
most famous cities in the state. 

 
38. Idaho--What puts Idaho over other states 

in this part of the country is its culture. 
Boise is a solid city, nothing special, but its 
college, Boise St., and its legions of fans 
impressed us enough to place Idaho above 
some of its neighbors. 

 
37. Kansas--Sitting almost right in the middle 

of the U.S., Kansas comes in with a low 
rank, because, well, what is in Kansas? 
Their biggest city is Wichita, which comes 
with one nice college, and the rest is forgot 
about. To make matters worse, Kansas 
City, named after their own state, is barely 
even in Kansas. The majority of the city, 
and the middle of the city, is located in 
Missouri. 

 
36. Indiana--Another great college atmosphere 

leads Indiana to be higher up in our rank-
ings. The state loves its Hoosiers. Indian-
apolis is also a pretty good city and The 
Pacers have a very respectable fan base as 
well as the Colts. What’s holding this state 
back is how unfortunately boring it really 
is. What else is in Indiana? 

 
35. Mississippi--If it was not for the mnemonic 

device everyone learned at a young age, 
most people would not even know how to 
spell Mississippi. This southern state is not 
like the rest, with not having much around 
besides the Gulf of Mexico to the South. 

 
34. Alaska--There is endless sightseeing to do 

in Alaska. Admittedly, it is challenging to 
place a state as unique and isolated as Alas-
ka, but the unique culture and amazing 
views as well as the wildlife that can be 
found in Alaska give the state a ranking 
above many contiguous states. 

 
33. Connecticut--With all the history that 

comes with New England states, Connecti-
cut ends up seeming a little sparse, but 
being home to UConn gives this state 
some credibility. 

 
32. Delaware--This state may just be hurt by 

its size. The lack of a sales tax is nice, and 
the beaches are surprisingly impressive. 
Not having a major city hurts the state as 

well. Overall, Delaware just feels like a 
better version of New Jersey, which isn't 
hard to do. 

 
31. Nevada--Las Vegas is all that needs to be 

said. Without the twenty-four-hour casino 
and entertainment, Nevada would not be 
much besides deserts. 

 
30. Utah--Home of BYU and some other solid 

college cultures, Utah is a beautiful state 
with an overall unique, but admirable, cul-
ture. Geography and the lack of a big time 
city are the things holding Utah back from 
cracking into our top 25. 

 
29. Vermont--For outdoor lovers, Vermont is 

the place to be. Mountain terrain crossed 
by ski slopes and hiking trails runs for 
thousands of acres across the land. 

 
28. Wisconsin--Wisconsin is a solid mid-west 

state. It has a passionate culture as well as a 
good city in Milwaukee. Many sports 
teams, a good college, and an overall good 
climate and culture makes Wisconsin a 
pretty good state; it just does not impress 
us as much as others. 

 

27. Virginia--From the Chesapeake Bay to the 
Appalachian Mountains,  Virginia is filled 
with history. As one of the thirteen original 
colonies, historical landmarks include 
Thomas Jefferson’s Charlottesville planta-
tion, while the Jamestown settlement and 
Colonial Williamsburg are living history 
museums reenacting Colonial and Revolu-
tionary-era life. 

26. Oklahoma--The best of the bottom haf of 
the states in our country, Oklahoma has an 
amazing culture. Shaped by the two major 
colleges O.U. and O.K. ST., Oklahomans 
carry a strong, passionate culture. The state 
does not have a huge market, but it does 
have the Oklahoma City Thunder. 

 

 

By Samuel Schappell and McKenah Rapposelli 

The Fifty States from Worst to Best: Part One   
Recreation 

Every month, two students from the 
senior class are selected as the Students of the 
Month. For the month of February, two well-
deserving candidates were chosen. 

Seniors Samuel Schappell of Tiger Times 
renown and Leah Dewald have been selected by 
faculty and staff as February’s Students of the 
Month. Both receive a gift card to a place of 
their choosing as well as a special parking spot 
for the month. 

Samuel Schappell is the male recipient of 
this month’s award. Sam is a member of Nation-
al Honor Society, Rho Kappa, Science Olympi-
ad, Tiger TV, and The Tiger Times. He dedicates 
most of his time to soccer and basketball and 
also volunteers with The Greater Berks Food 
Bank and Breakfast Brothers. Sam’s greatest role 
model is his sister Haley Schappell, who is brave, 
smart, and strong, as well as a member of the 
LGBTQ+ community, which inspires Sam to 

fight for equality alongside her. After high 
school, Sam plans to attend Syracuse University 
for broadcasting and digital journalism. 

Leah Dewald is the female recipient of 
February’s award. Leah is involved in many 
clubs and activities, including cheerleading, track 
and field, Student Council, Future Business 
Leaders of America (FBLA), Yearbook, cross 
country, and the musicals. Leah also donates her 

time to youth cheerleading organizations as well 
as with the Art Event. Leah admires her grand-
mother most because she always sees the bright 
side of any situation. After high school, Leah 
plans to attend college to study biomedical sci-
ence and later move to dental school. 

 
 

By Aydan Tregear 

FAHS Faculty Names February Students of  the Month  

School 

“I’m no expert, but chickens are pret-

ty nifty.”  

–Erin Foley 
“Go with the flow of life.” 

-Drew Maxwell 

Fleet Tweets 


